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DEDICATION 
 

THE soul of any fighting unit lies in the courage and devotion of disciplined officers and men.  It 
is for this reason that there has been set forth in this history the incidents of the death and 
wounding of practically every officer, as this is the means on which to “hang our tale,” and such 
events are generally landmarks in the organizations to which these officers belonged, definitely 
identifying the particular action or phase of operations.  Not space alone, but the frequent lack 
of definite information, has rendered it impracticable to include herein similar data for all the 
men who have so gloriously laid down their lives or sacrificed their limbs in their heroic 
devotion to duty. 
 To those unsung heroes, to each and every officer and man who paid the supreme 
sacrifice that liberty should not perish from the earth, this book is reverently dedicated. 
 May those rude crosses, not alone in the poppy fields of France, but amid the battle-
scarred and shell-pitted regions of St. Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne, as well as those placed later 
along the vine-clad Moselle Valley, be white fingers of warning pointing upward from the living 
dead, – a warning that their sacrifices must not be permitted to have been made in vain: a 
warning to Americans that the principles of liberty, freedom and enlightenment, justice and 
patriotism must, to be preserved, be continually safeguarded, fostered and maintained.  Their 
sacrifices cannot – shall not – have been in vain. 
 
 
 PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 



 

 

FOREWORD 

 
 The purpose of this book is to record the principal achievements of the 90th Division in 
France. Any history written at this time will, of necessity, be incomplete. No attempt to 
pronounce judgment has been made, therefore, the aim being to preserve for the future certain 
facts, figures and dates which will have to be interpreted at some later time in the light of further 
discoveries and with the help of a wider perspective. 
 
 The twenty-second division of the A. E. F. to arrive in France, the 90th Division stands 
tenth in amount of artillery captured, thirteenth in number of machine guns captured, and 
fourteenth in both prisoners captured and total advance against the enemy. It was picked as one 
of the nine combatant divisions in the original Army of Occupation in Germany along with the 
most veteran organizations of the Expeditionary Forces. It did not fall to the lot of the 90th 
Division to play a spectacular part in the war. It cannot boast that it was the first to carry the 
Stars and Stripes to the Western front. Fate did not decree that the Division should have a part in 
stopping the German rush for Paris. The reputation of a division is largely a matter of length of 
battle experience, coupled with opportunity. The missions assigned to the 90th Division were 
difficult, prosaic ones, and the Division can be paid the highest military tribute – that it fulfilled 
every task which it was called upon to perform. Every objective was taken; not an inch of 
territory was yielded to the enemy; not a man straggled from his organization. 
 
 Every organization won the right to participation in the credit for the brilliant record of 
the Division. First of all, there was the indomitable courage of the doughboys, who knew no 
turning back, no shrinking from danger or hardship. Back of them was the bravery of the 
company and battalion officers, and the indomitable will of the higher commanders, as well as 
the determination and indefatigable industry of the staff. Then there were the drivers of the trains 
who evacuated the wounded through shell-fire, or stuck to the steering-wheel on dark nights over 
almost impassable roads, long after their senses had been dulled by fatigue and loss of sleep, in 
order that the fighting troops might have fresh bread to eat, or ammunition for their guns. 
Communication was established and maintained by the ceaseless efforts of the Field Signal 
Battalion; while the Engineers labored day and night, from putting up wire in front of the 
outposts to repairing roads in the rear and building them over No Man's Land. It was the 
blending of all these qualities that formed the spirit of the 90th Division. 
 
 A short time after the armistice, immediately prior to his departure to assume command 
of the 8th Corps, General Allen published in General Orders his estimate of the Division, stating 
that he had no ''doubts or reluctance in claiming for the 90th Division fighting qualities second to 
none.” That this judgment was shared by higher commanders was made evident, not only by the 
choice of the 90th Division as a part of the Army of Occupation, but also by their express 
statements. Lieutenant-General Hunter Liggett, who, as commander of the 1st Army during the 
Meuse-Argonne operations, had an opportunity to judge the worth of practically every combatant 
division in the A. E. F. reported to General Pershing: “The 90th Division is as good as ... 
divisions;  you have not a better division; it is as good and dependable as any division in the 
army.” And the Commander-in-chief personally assured General Allen: “The 90th is one of the 
very best divisions sent over here. Every one says so.” 



 

 

 
 That the German High Command shared this excellent opinion of the 90th Division was 
made known after the armistice as a result of interviews with German staff officers secured by 
the Intelligence Section of the General Staff, G. H. Q. In one of these interviews, Colonel von 
Heye, chief of staff of Prince Albrecht's group of armies on the southern part of the Western 
front, mentioned the 42d and 90th Divisions as among those particularly feared by the German 
General Staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


