
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FOREWORD 
 
 

 

EST you forget the three hundred and sixty-six days spent as a part of the American 

Expeditionary Forces, and in a sincere effort to help you call to mind, in the ñYears and 
Daysò to come, the experiences which came your way while helping ñUncle Samò put the skids 

to Kaiser ñBillò, this publication has been brought about. If at any time you happen to glance 

through its pages and find something about which you had forgotten, then our mission will have 

been fulfilled. 
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DEDICATION  

 

 

O our joys and sorrows; to our ups and downs; to the friendships formed and the fellowship 
experienced; to the days of hardship; to the memory of things we can never forget. 

 

This volume is respectfully dedicated. 

 

T 



EDITORS 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 January 14, 1919, the company having been called together by Captain Millender, and it having 

been explained to the assembly that it was necessary that a permanent staff should be selected in order to 
handle the publication of the company book in a business-like manner, 1st Sgt. Norbert T. Garrity was 

chosen as temporary chairman.  The following staff was elected and given full authority in the 

publication of the book: 

 
 EDITOR SGT. JOHN R. HUTCHINS 

 ASSOCIATE EDITOR 1st SGT. NORBERT T. GARRITY 

 SECRETARY AND TREASURER SGT. SIMPSON O. BURRELL 

 
 The funds in the hands of Captain Millender were turned over to Sgt. Burrell, duly receipted for, 

and the meeting then adjourned. 

 



ROSTER 
 

 
 

CAPTAIN J. E. L. (LINDY) MILLENDER 

 
CORSICANA, TEXAS 

 

 Captain Millender is the man who put A. & M. College on the map in Texas.  He became famous 

there as one of the best yell leaders said college has ever produced. 
 He entered the First Officers Training Camp at Leon Springs, Texas, in spring, 1917.  He was 

later transferred to the Engineer Officers Training Camp at Leavenworth, Kansas.  After a short course 

of instruction there he was commissioned First Lieutenant.  He was then ordered to Camp Travis and 

assigned to Company ñAò 315th Engineers.  He has been with the company since its organization.  
Shortly before our departure for overseas, Lieutenant Millender became Captain Millender to the 

gratification of all who knew him. 

 As our Commanding Officer for thirteen months, Captain Millender emulated the high principles 

demanded by such a position.  Every one of us considered him as a friend for he was never a hard 
taskmaster.  He expected so much from a man and no more.  One of the best traits of his character is the 

manner in which he always stood up for his men.  He would not, under any circumstances, allow anyone 

to hand us something ñshady.ò  Captain Millender was one of the most popular officers in the Regiment. 



 
 

MAJOR H. R. COOPER ï Commissioned Captain in Engineer Officers Training Camp at Leavenworth, 

Kansas, in summer, 1917.  Assigned to Camp Travis; later to 315th Engineers.  Commanded ñAò 
Company for a few weeks in Spring of 1918; received Majority shortly prior to our departure overseas 

and was made Commander of the First Battalion, 315th Engineers.  Remained in this capacity until 

appointed Athletic Officer for 90th Division in January, 1919.  Welfare Officer for Third Army since 

February, 1919. 
 

CAPTAIN R. W. BAKER ï Commissioned First Lieutenant in Engineer Officers Training Camp at 

Leavenworth, Kansas, in Summer of 1917.  Assigned to 315th Engineers and later to ñAò Company.  

Remained with us until appointed Assistant to Division Engineer in February, 1919.  Promoted to be 
Captain Engineers, in April, 1919.  Remained in France as assistant in office of Chief Engineer, Paris. 

 

FIRST LIEUTENANT P. M. NICOLLET ï Commissioned First Lieutenant in Engineer Officers 

Training Camp at Leavenworth, Kansas, in Summer of 1917.  Assigned to 315th Engineers, ñBò 
Company.  Joined ñAò Company a few days prior to leaving Camp Travis.  Received Divisional Citation 

for work in St. Mihiel offensive.  Transferred to 30th Division in January, 1919. 

 

FIRST LIEUTENANT THOS. G. GAMMIE ï Commissioned Second Lieutenant in Engineer 
Officers Training Camp at Leavenworth, Kansas, in Summer of 1917.  Assigned to 315th Engineers, 

Company ñA.ò  Promoted to be First Lieutenant in October, 1918.  

 



FIRST LIEUTENANT J. S. WATERS. JR. ï Commissioned Second Lieutenant in Engineer Officers 

Training Camp at Leavenworth, Kansas, in summer of 1917, and assigned to Company ñAò 315th 
Engineers.  Promoted to be First Lieutenant in November, 1918, at Stenay, France, and transferred to 

ñDò Company. 

 

FIRST LIEUTENANT VIVIAN J. LEWEY ï Commissioned Second Lieutenant in Army 
Candidates School, Langres, France, in October, 1918.  Later promoted to be First Lieutenant and 

assigned to ñBò Company 315th Engineers.  Transferred to ñAò Company in April, 1919.  

 

SECOND LIEUTENANT H. R. LINDBLOM ï Commissioned Second Lieutenant at Army 
Candidates School, Langres, France, in October, 1918.  Assigned to Company ñAò 315th Engineers 

in October, 1918.  Town Major at Daun for several months. 

 

SECOND LIEUTENANT H. E. SNOW ï Commissioned Second Lieutenant at Army Candidates 
School, Langres, France, in October, 1918.  Assigned to Company ñAò 315th Engineers, and ordered 

to Third Corps School at Clamercy, France.  Rejoined Regiment in January, 1919. 

 

SECOND LIEUTENANT W. E. BOGER ï ñBuck,ò Corporal. Sergeant and Supply Sergeant in 
Company ñAò 315th Engineers until ordered to Army Candidates School, Langres, France, in 

October, 1918.  Received Certificate of Eligibility for Commission as Second Lieutenant December 

1, 1918.  Commissioned in April, 1919, and attached to ñDò Company. 

 
SECOND LIEUTENANT R. W. HINTZ ï Sergeant 1st Cl. in ñCò Company when sent to Army 

Candidates School, Langres, France.  Received Certificate of Eligibility for Commission as Second 

Lieutenant on January 1, 1919.  Commissioned Second Lieutenant in April, 1919, and attached to 

ñAò Company. 
 

SECOND LIEUTENANT GLEN H. HESS ï Corporal in Headquarters Company when sent to 

Army Candidates School, Langres, France.  Received Certificate of Eligibility for Commission as 

Second Lieutenant on December 1, 1919.  Commissioned Second Lieutenant in April, 1919, and 
attached to ñAò Company. 

 



 
 

FIRST PLATOON 
 

 Top Row ï Left to right ï Pvt. Elam, W.; Pfc. Cox. W. C.; Pvt. Lamb, C. R.; Pfc. 

McGraw, J,; Pvt. Morris. H. E.; Pvt. Jensen, H. W.; Pvt. Hagen, E. O. 

 
 Second Row ï Pvt. Metzler, C. C.; Pvt. Boehm, H. J. ; Pvt. Romer, C. L.  Pfc. Schmidt, J. 

H.; Pvt. Bembenek, W. ; Pfc.  Canepa. S.; Pfc. Gaston. J. A.; Pvt. Ewing. C. ; Pvt. Anderson, M. 

A. Pvt. Thome, A. M.; Pvt. Trout, C. L.; Pvt. Wood, Cleo; Pvt. Warfield. A.; Pvt. Revill, A.; Pvt. 

DôAlessandro, A. 
 

 Third Row ï Pvt. King, C.; Pvt. Skordahl, O.; Pfc. Thomas, C. C.; Pfc. Haladej, V.; Pfc. 

Jones, H. H.; Pfc.  Anderson,  H. A.; Pfc. Gilbert. W.; Pvt. Fisher, E. A.; Pvt. Johnson, L. W. ; 

Pvt. Wilkie, S. C.; Pvt. Hollingsworth, W. B.; Pvt. Petrillo.  A.; Pvt. Lodien, A. L.; Pfc. Olson, 
E.; Pvt. Marcotte, M.  

 

 Bottom Row ï Cpl. Dogila, A.; Cpl. Walton, W. F.; Cpl. Carmichael, E.; Cpl. 

Schlichting, C.; Cpl. Harrison, C.H.; Sgt. Williams, J. A.; Sgt. Boazman, A. S.; Sgt. 1Cl. Sartain, 
J. C.; Sgt. Hardaway, W. L.; Cpl. Minor, R. N.; Cpl. Ellickson, W. A.; Cpl. Barton, N.; Cpl. 

Savage, R.; Cpl. Crawford, J. E. 

 



 
 

SECOND PLATOON 

 Top Row ï Left to Right ï Pfc. Hansen, A. B.; Pvt. Erickson, A.; Pvt. Clearwater, G. D.; 

Pvt. Anderson, P. J.; Pvt. Milostan, E. G.; Pvt. Lokka, P.; Pvt. Hanson, N. A.; Pvt. Jester, G. D.; 
Pvt. Williams, D. J. 

 

 Second Row ï  Cpl. Jackson, A. D.; Cpl. Brennan, F. M.; Pvt. Tweedt, O. J.; Pfc. Barrett, 

D. L;. Cpl. Mueller, H. L.; Pfc. Stebbins, J. D.; Pvt. Dunn, D. A.; Pvt. Waye, L. B.; Pvt. 
Leutwyler, E. T.; Pvt. Brumit, E. 

 

 Third Row ï Pvt. Hughes, T. N.; Cpl. Groom, C.; Pfc. Jones, L. B.; Pvt. Krings, A. J.; 

Pvt. Farms, C. F.; Pfc. Gillogly, L. M.; Pfc. Thompson, W. O.; Pvt. Potosnak, J.; Pfc. Oquin, S. 
J.; Pvt. Gillett, J. E. 

 

 Fourth Row ï Pvt. Marino, N.; Pfc. Schroeder, H.; Pfc. Cromer, A. L.; Pvt. Bellefontaine, 

G. H.; Pfc. Carlson, C.; Pvt.  Fisher, L. S.; Pvt. Rossman, R. E.; Cpl. MyFarlin, A. U.; Cpl. Scott, 
V. M.; Pvt. Opdyke, E. J. 

 

 Fifth Row ï Cpl. Heins, F. C.; Pfc. Toller, O. E.; Pvt. Juras, J.; Pvt. Nickelson, I. I.; Pfc. 

Redi, C.; Cpl. Dennis, R. T. 
 

 Bottom Row ï Sgt. Robards, F. A.; Sgt.1Cl. Duke, J. C.; Sgt. Donham, R. L.; Sgt. 

Duckworth, F. M. 



 
 

THIRD PLATOON 

 

 Top Row ï Left to Right ï Pfc. Wimberly, R.; Pvt. Nygren, F. W.; Pvt. Graham, T. P.; 
Cpl. Fayle, J. J.; Pvt. Dickens, C. F.; Cpl. Daly, J. F.; Cpl. Archer, F. L.; Pvt. Lieuellen, A. C.; 

Pfc. Davies, T. W.; Pvt. Edler, H. H. 

 

 Second Row ï Pfc. Hartman, F.; Pvt. Johnson, C. H.; Pvt. Borg, J.; Pfc. Snyder, H. O.; 
Cpl. Mathiews, J. C.; Pvt. Holland, M. J.; Pvt. Waddill, F. V.; Cpl. Findeisen, A. H.; Cpl. 

Mackey, H. W. 

 

 Third Row ï Pvt. Qualizza, M.; Pvt. Coen, D. E.; Pvt. Thompson, C. E.; Pvt. Schmidt, 
R.; Pvt. Rizzatti, G.; Pvt. Ingraham, L.J.; Pvt. Marvik, D.; Pfc. Rassmussen, R. C.;  Pfc. Kroske, 

S. J. 

 

 Fourth Row ï Pvt. Kennedy, S. L.; Cpl. Willims, H.; Pvt. Pearson, G. W.; Pvt. Franklin, 
C.; Pfc. Burgess, F. T.; Pfc. Childress, F. H.; Pfc. Lancaster, E. D.; Pvt. McPhillips, G. W.; Cpl. 

Henderson, W. E. 

 

 Fifth Row ï Pvt. Cadle, O. R.; Pvt. Mitchell, H. S.; Pvt. Wesely, J.; Pvt. Stone, P. E.; Pvt.  
Farrell, F. L.; Pfc. Gross, N.; Cpl. Blanek, C.; Pvt. Erickson, E. R.; Pvt. Williams, L. R.; Pvt. 

Antrim, H. E. 

 

 Bottom Row ï Sgt. Franks, B.; Sgt. Riker, E.; Sgt. 1Cl. Padgett, E.; Sgt. Burrell, S. O. 



 
 

FOURTH PLATOON 

 
 Top Row ï Left to Right ï Cpl. Daly, M. F.; Pvt. McQueen, E. N.; Pvt. Crumbie, W. A.; 

Pvt. Redman, P. I.; Pfc. Swanson, J. E. ; Pvt. Gagne, E.; Cpl. Coley, I. G. ; Pfc. Peterson, E. B.; 

Pvt. Hollingsworth, B. F.; Pvt. Wilson, R. C. 

 
 Second Row ï Pvt. Westbrook, W. N. ; Cpl. Kipp, R.; Pvt. Morgan, A. E.; Pvt.  

Januchowski, F. J.; Pfc. Johnson, E. A.; Pfc. Lane, E. D.; Cpl. MacDonald, E. P.; Pvt. Eidson, 

V.; Pfc. Campbell, J. D. 

 
 Third Row ï Pvt. Liepke, A.; Pfc. Guin, S. H.; Pvt. Caputo, P.; Pvt. Kerner, G. R.; Pfc. 

Kuhn, N. M.; Pfc. Wheelock, J. N.; Pvt. Berg, J. A.; Pvt. Arrighini, A.; Pfc. Douglass, M. Y.; 

Pfc. Clauson, O. 

 
 Fourth Row ï Pvt. Sekusky, W. J.; Pvt. Tidwell, O. M.; Pfc. Schad, P. A.; Pfc.  Johnson, 

C. G.; Cpl. Tullis, E. R.; Pvt. Walsh, E. M.; Cpl. Cox, A. W.; Pvt. Gruber, A. O. 

  

 Fifth Row ï Cpl. Richardson, H. C.; Pvt. Oakley, S.; Pvt. Merila, A. A.; Pfc. Anderson, 
A. J.; Pfc. Stefanich, L.; Pvt. Etzel, R. A.; Pvt. Rogers, B. A.; Cpl. Gordon, R. W. 

 

 Bottom Row ï Sgt. Dieter, E. G.; Sgt. Anderson, L. H.; Sgt. 1Cl. Donley, J. F.; Sgt. 

Hilton, W. H. S. 
 



 
 

HEADQUARTERS PLATOON 

 

 Top Row ï Left to Right ï Pvt. Waldrop, A. E.; Pfc. Leslie, L. H.; Wagoner Wolf, O. C.; 

Clerk Sliger, H. C.; Wagoner Wallace, W.; Historian Boldnan, P. C.; Wagoner Gibson, L.; Pvt. 
Rainosek, J.; Clerk Enders, O. P. 

 

 Second Row ï Pfc. Gersch, T. E.; Cpl. Malsch, M. D.; Cpl. Edwards, J. W.; Wagoner 

Dills, M. J.; Pvt. Combs, J.; Sadler Johnson, H. M.; Pfc. Farnsworth, J. W.; Pfc. Gersch, W. C.; 
Wagoner Serrato, J. ; Cpl. Thomas, J. R. 

 

 Third Row ï Pfc. Sayre, L. A.; Cpl. Lewis, H. H.; Cpl. Rundberg, D. H.; Wagoner 

Owens, M.; Bugler Hensley, O.; Pfc. Maine, W. H.;Wagoner Dunn, D. P.; Wagoner Crenshaw, 
J.; Clerk Anderson, J. H. 

 

 Fourth Row ï Mess Sgt. Noble, J. D.; Sgt. Erickson, C. J.; Sgt. Hutchins, J. R.; Stable 

Sgt. West, C. G.; Supply Sgt, Boesling, T. E.; Sgt. Odell, H. W. 
 

 Sitting ï Sgt. 1Cl. Vance, J. A.; 1st Sgt. Garrity, N. T.; Sgt. 1Cl. Forster, J. H.; Clerk 

Mosel, W. A. was on duty at the time above picture was taken. 
 



 
 

 

 
 

GENERAL JOHN J. PERSHING 

 

 
 General John. J. Pershing, Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Forces, next to 

President Wilson, represents our idea of the most important man connected with the interests of the 

United States during the European conflict.  To attempt to eulogize him does not fall in our category.  It 

is enough to say that we are proud to have been a part of the great army which he commanded; proud to 
have had him as our leader, and will always remember him as a great man who played a great part in a 

great war. 

 

 The picture above was snapped by Captain Millender when General Pershing reviewed the 
Ninetieth Division at Wittlich, on April 26, 1919. 

 



Complete Roster, Company A, 315 Engineers 

As of June 15, 1919 
 

 

OFFICERS 
 

CAPTAIN 
J. E. L. Millender 

 

FIRST LIEUTENANT 

Thomas G. Gammie 
 

ENLISTED MEN  

 
FIRST SERGEANT 

Garrity, Norbert T. 

 

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS 
Sartain, Jake C. 

Donley, Joe F. 

Vance, James H. 

 

Duke, James C. 

Forster, John H. 

Padgett, Elmer

SERGEANTS 

Erickson, Cecil J. 

Robards, Frank A. 

Burrell, Simpson 0. 
Hilton, William H. S. 

Hardaway, Weyman L. 

 

Hutchins, John R. 

Donham,Robert L. 

Franks, Berry 
Anderson, Leslie H. 

Williams, James A. 

 

Duckworth, Frank M. 

Riker, Elmer L. 

Dieter, Erwin C. 
Odell, Harry W. 

Boazman, Alvin E.

MESS SERGEANT 
Noble, Jefferson D. 

  

SUPPLY SERGEANT 

Boesling, Thomas E. 
  

STABLE SERGEANT 

West, Campbell C. 

 
CORPORALS 

Crawford, John E. 

Dennis, Robert T. 

Wilems, Hector 
Richardson, Harvey C 

Minor, Robert N. 

Archer, Floyd L. 

Coley, Irwin C. 
Walton, William F. 

Mueller, Henry L. 

Henderson, William E. 

Kipp, Robert 
Barton, Nolan 

McFarlrn, Andrew U. 

Mackey, Huel W. 

Daly, Maurice F. 
Carmichael, Edward L. 

Jackson, Arthur D. 

Blanck, Carl 

Barshop, Sam 
Savage, Ross 

Hems, Frank C. 

Fayle, John J. 

Tullis, Earl R. 
Ellickson, William A. 



Malsch, Milton D. 
Groom, Cales 

Mathews, J. C. 

Gordon, Robert W. 
Schlichting, Charles 

Thomas, James R. 

Scott, Vernon M. 
Findeisen, Arthur H. 

MacDonald, Edgar P. 

Harrison, Charles H. 
Brennan, Frank N. 

Rundberg, Donald H. 

Daly, James F. 
Doglio, Albert 

Cox, Andrew W. 

Lewis, Henry H.

 

COOKS 
Anderson, John H. 

Edwards, Jesse W. 

Enders, Oscar P. 

Mosel, Walter A. 

Sliger, Henry C.

 

WAGONERS 
Crenshaw, John 

Dills, Marion J. 

Dunn, Doc P. 

Gipson, Lee 

Owens, Monty B. 

Seratto, Jose A. 

Wallace, Walker 

Wolf, Oris C.

 
HORSESHOER 

Bolduan, Paul C. 

  

SADDLER 
Johnson, Roy M. 

 

BUGLER 

Hensley, Otto 
 

PRIVATES, FIRST CLASS 

Anderson, Anders J. 

Anderson, Hildrum A. 
Barrett, Don L. 

Burgess, Floyd T. 

Campbell, Joseph D. 

Canepa, Salvatore 
Carlson, Gust 

Childress, Fred H. 

Clauson, Oscar 

Cox, William C. 
Cromer, Anthony L. 

Davies, Taylor W. 

Douglass, Malcolm Y. 

Farnsworth, John W. 
Freeman, William W. 

Gaston, Joseph A. 

Gersch, Theodor E. 

Gersch, William C. 
Gilbert, Walter 

Gillogly, Lon M. 

Gross, Max 
Gum, Scott H. 

Haladej, Victor 

Hansen, Andrew B. 

Hartman, Frank 
Johnson, Conrad G. 

Johnson, Emil A. 

Jones, Hilliard H. 

Jones, Leroy B. 
Kroske, Stephen J. 

Kuhn, Edmund M. 

Lancaster, Elves D. 

Lane, Earl D. 
Leslie, Lynn H. 

McGraw, James 

Main, William H. 

Olson, Emil 
Oquin, Sevan J. 

Peterson, Edwin B. 

Ranson, Fred B. 
Rasmussen, Robert C. 

Riedi, Christain 

Sayre, Louis A. 

Schad, Phillip A. 
Schmidt, John H. 

Schroder, Henry 

Snyder, Harry 0. 

Stebbins, Joseph B. 
Stefanich, Louis. 

Swanson, John E. 

Thomas, Carl C. 

Thompson,Walter 0. 
Toiler, Otha E. 

Wheelock, John N. 

Wimberly, Rubie 

 

 

 
 



PRIVATES 
Anderson, Martin A. 

Anderson, Peter J. 

Antrim, Herman E. 
Arrighini, Artel 

Bembenek, William 

Bellefountaine, George H. 

Berg, John 
Berg, John A. 

Boehm, Herman J. 

Brumit, Ed. 

Cadle, Oliver R. 
Caputo, Pasquale 

Clearwater, George D. 

Coen, David E. 

Combs, John 
Crumbie, Watson A. 

DôAlessandro, Antonio 

Dickens, George F. 

Dunn, Drewery A. 
Edler, Herbert H. 

Eidson, Virgil 

Elam, William 

Erickson, Axel 
Erickson, Erick R. 

Etzel, Robert A. 

Ewing, Charles 

Farms, Carl E. 
Farrell, Francis L. 

Fischer, Emil 

Fisher, Louis S. 

Franklin, Claude 
Gagne, Ephram 

Gillett, James E. 

Graham, Thomas P. 

Gruber, Arnold 0. 
Hagen, Elmer 0. 

Hansen, Nels A. 

Holland, Malvin J. 

Hollingsworth, Ben. F. 
Hollingsworth, Warren B. 

Hughes, Thomas N. 

Ingraham, Lawrence J. 

Januchowski, Frank J. 
Jensen, Harry W. 

Jester, Gordon D. 

Johnson, Carl H. 

Johnson, Conrad G. 
Johnson, Lee W. 

Juras, John 

Kennedy, John L. 

Kerner, George R. 
King,Carl 

Krings, Anthony J. 

Lamb, Clifford R. 

Leutwyler, Edward T. 
Lieuel]en, Abe C. 

Liepke, August. 

Lodien, Aleck L. 

Lokka, Peter 
McPhillips, George W. 

McQueen, Elza N. 

Marcotte, Matthew 

Marino, Nicholas 
Marvik, Daniel 

Merila, Andrew A. 

Metzler, Carl C. 

Milostan, Edward G. 
Mitchell, Herbert S. 

Morgan, Andrew E. 

Morris, Hobart E. 

Nickelson, Isaac I. 
Nygren, Fred W.

Oakley, Stewart 

Opdyke, Enos J. 

Pearson, Guy W. 
Petrillo, Albert 

Potasnak, John 

Qualliza, Michele 

Rainosek, Joseph 
Redmon, Pete I. 

Revill, Aaron 

Rizzatti, Gino 

Rogers, Benjamin A. 
Romer, Charles L. 

Rossman, Roy E. 

Schmidt, Robert 

Sekusky, William J. 
Skordahl, Ole 

Stone, Percy E. 

Thome, Albert M. 

Thompson, Charles E. 
Tidwell, Oscar M. 

Trout, Chester L. 

Tweedt, Osmund J. 

Waddill, Frederick 
Waldrop, Amos E. 

Walsh, Edmund R. 

Warheld, Albert 

Waye, Leo B. 
Wesely, Joseph 

Westbrook, Woody N. 

Wilkie, Clifford E. 

Williams, David J. 
Williams, Leroy 

Wilson, Robert C. 

Wood, Cleo

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
WILLIAM C. JONES           LEO J. JAMES             FRED L. DUNSMOOR       ERNEST W. MERKLE 

Fort Worth, Texas            Buxton, Iowa              Strawberry Point, Iowa      Cissna Park, Ill. 

 

WILLIAM C. JONES, FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
 Sgt. Jones was one of the original men of Company A.  He joined us at Camp Travis, Texas, on 

September 19, 1917, and was with us continuously until he met his death near Montigny, November 8, 

1918. 

 Jones was one of the best men in the Company, being always full of pep, willing and energetic.  
On the morning of November 8, 1918, he was in charge of a detail repairing the road between Villers-

Devant-Dun and Montigny, about one and a half Kilometers south of Montigny.  The road was under 

direct observation from the enemy, and was a very dangerous place, subject at all times to bombardment 

from a battery of Austrian 88ôs concealed in the heights across the Meuse, about three Kilometers 
distant.  On this particular morning nothing happened until about eleven oôclock, when a Salvo was sent 

over.  One of the shells hit in the midst of Sgt. Jonesô detail, killing Jones instantly. 

 He was buried about fifty yards below the road opposite the spot where he met his death. 

 
LEO J. JAMES, BUXTON, IOWA 

 Cpl. James joined us at Camp Travis during May, 1918, coming from Camp Dodge, Iowa.  He 

was a quiet man, very efficient, and one of the best workmen we had in the Company. 

 On the morning of November 8, he was in charge of one squad of Sgt. Jonesô detail repairing 
roads and was severely wounded by the same shell which killed Jones and Knox. 

 When first-aid men reached him, he had dragged himself to the shelter of the bank along the road 

and he told them.  ñDress the other boys, theyôre hurt worse than I am.ò  It was found, though, that he 

was severely wounded, and, after his wounds were dressed, he was placed in an Ambulance and sent to 
the Field Hospital. 

 His death came on the night of November 9th ï 10th. 

 

FRED L. DUNSMOOR, STRAWBERRY POINT, IOWA 
 Dunsmoor was one of the men sent to us from Camp Dodge, Iowa. He joined the Company at 

Camp Travis during May, 1918. 

 He served us faithfully until November 10, 1918, when he was missed.  Little is known of his 

death.  He was last seen on the evening of the 1 0th, while the Company was resting along the National 
Highway about two Kilometers south of Mouzay.  When the Company was formed he was absent, and 

was carried as ñMissingò until November 29th, when notification was received from Central Records 



Office that his body was found and interred by a Chaplain of the 360th Infantry, who gave as the cause 
of death ñShrapnel.ò 

 His grave is on the outskirts of the town of Mouzay, where his body was found. 

 
ERNEST W. MERKLE, CISSNA PARK, ILL. 

 Merkle came to us from Camp Dodge, Iowa, during May, 1918. 

 He was a mighty good soldier ï modest, quiet and unassuming; always present when anything 

was to be done, and with no kicks to make. 
 He served with us during the whole of our operations, but in November, 191 8, his health failed 

him and he was forced to go to the Hospital. 

 Nothing more was heard of him until we received notice of his death at Camp Hospital No. 52, 

LeMans, France, on January 12, 1919. 
 Cause of death: Complicated Lobar Pneumonia. 

 

JOHN W. WEATHERLY, GARRISON, TEXAS 

 Weatherly was one of the original members of the Company, having joined us September 19, 
1917, at Camp Travis.  He was with us continuously from that time until September 13, 1918, and his 

never-failing good humor and willingness not only made of him an excellent soldier, but won for him a 

friend in every man in the Company. 

 On September 13, 1918, while the Second Platoon was taking a few moments rest in the 
Stumpflager, north of Fay-en-Haye, preparatory to relaying a load of ammunition to the front lines, the 

Germans swept the south side of the valley with artillery fire and Weatherly was hit with a fragment of a 

high-explosive shell.  He was carried to the 357th Infantry First Aid Station, and from there sent to the 

rear.  The next word we had of him was a notice of his death aboard a transport November 16, 1918. 
 Weatherly was the first casualty in the Company. 

 

JASPER B. KNOX, SALINA, OKLA. 

 Knox came to us from Camp Dodge during May, 1918.  His genial disposition, coupled with his 
willingness and ability, made him a general favorite with both Officers and Men. 

 At the front he was fearless and absolutely dependable.  He was one of the explosive men who 

accompanied Sgt. Duke when they penetrated the German lines and blew up the enemy ammunition 

dump. 
 He was a member of Sgt. Jonesô detail on the morning of November 8th, and met his death from 

the same shell which killed Sgt. Jones.  Death was practically instantaneous. 

 He was buried alongside of Sgt. Jones, about fifty yards below the road, and opposite the spot 

where he lost his life. 
 

FRANK B. RAY, WALKER, IOWA 

 Ray joined the Company while we were enroute from the St. Mihiel to the Verdun front, being 

one of the first replacements we received. 
 He was only with the outfit a short time, but proved to be a quiet, willing worker, and was 

making numerous friends. 

 On October 24, 1918, he was one of a detail sent to guard a captured German Engineer Dump 

near Nantillois.  It happened that an American Field Hospital was right beside the Dump and the 
Germans, true to their habits, were shelling this Hospital at intermittent intervals.  The shelling on the 

morning of the 25th was more intense and covered a greater range than it had previously, and several 

shells landed in the Engineer Dump.  Ray was killed by one of these shells while in the act of lighting 

his pipe. 
 He was buried in the U. S. Cemetery at Nantillois. 



 
FRANCIS W. STEELE, BOONE, IOWA 

 Steele joined us at Camp Travis during May, 1918, being one of the increment from Camp 

Dodge sent to fill the Division to war strength. 
 He was very popular in the Company, and, while we were stationed at Bure-les-Templiers, was 

wont to give a nightly concert with his mouth-organ. 

 On August 20th, he was sent on Special Duty with the Ration Detail, where he served efficiently 

until he met his death. 
 There were no eye-witnesses to his death.  He was found near the Red Cross Station at Auberge-

St. Pierre about half an hour after a particularly intense bombardment on October 2, 1918, had ceased.  

Death had evidently come instantly, because he still held, clutched in his hand, a bunch of letters which 

he had received about an hour previously. 
 He was buried in the 315th Engineer Cemetery at Fay-en-Haye. 

 

RICHARD A. SWENSON, MELBY, MINN. 

 Swenson joined us at Camp Travis in May, 1918, being one of the men sent to us from Camp 
Dodge, Iowa.  He was universally well liked in the Company, and served as Company barber during our 

training period in France. 

 On October 3, 1918, he was a member of a detail under Sgt. Duke, which was sent up to build a 

splinter-proof shelter for the Red Cross Station at St. Marie Farm, near Vilcey-sur-Preny. While the 
detail was crossing ñDeath Valleyò a German plane swooped down and opened up on them with his 

machine gun.  Swenson was the only member of the detail who was hit, but his wounds proved fatal in a 

few moments.  An explosive bullet had entered his right shoulder, ranging downward and exploding in 

his left hip. His only words were, ñThey got me.ò 
 He was buried by members of the Company in the 315th Engineers Cemetery near Fay-en-Haye. 



Headquarters 315th Engineers, American E. F. 
 
GENERAL ORDERS: No. 124. 18 December, 1918. 

 

 1. The following named officers and men of this Regiment, having been wounded in action 

either in the St. Mihiel or Meuse-Argonne operations, are hereby authorized to wear the Wound 
Chevron, in accordance with the provisions of G. O. No. 110, GHQ c. s. 

 

 2. Many of the officers and men named hereon have been so seriously wounded as to prevent 

their return to the Regt; many, less seriously wounded, are now with us.  To all, however, the 
Regimental Commander with full knowledge of the spirit with which these officers and men are imbued 

extends his compliments and assurance of appreciation: 

 

OFFICERS: 
 Baker, Ralph W. 1st Lt. Co. A.  20  Sept. 18 Near Fey-en-Haye 

 

ENLISTED MEN 

 
COMPANY A 

 Cannon, Clement C.   Pvt.  5  Oct.,  18 near Fey-en-Haye 

 Cox, William C.    Pfc.  17 Sept., 18 near Fey-en-Haye 

 Hedgpeth, James A.    Pfc.  1 Nov., 18 near Romagne 
 Hollingsworth, Warren B.  Pvt. 27 Oct.,  18 near Romagne 

 Keeble, Walter E.    Sgt. 5 Nov., 18 near Montigny 

 Mitchell, Herbert S.    Pvt. 26 Sept., 18 near Fey-en-Haye 

 Neese, Paul M.    Sgt. 1Cl 5 Nov., 18 near Montigny 
 OôQuin, Sevan J.    Pfc.  20 Sept., 18 near Fey-en-Haye 

 Padgett, Elmer     Sgt. 17 Sept., 18 near Fey-en-Haye 

 Snyder, Harry 0.    Pfc.  1 Nov., 18 near Romagne 

 Swanson, John E.    Pvt. 1 Nov., 18 near Romagne 
 Weatherly, John W.    Pvt. 13 Sept., 18 near Fey-en-Haye 

 

 JARVIS J. BAIN, Colonel, Engineers, Commanding. 

 



 
 
 

By Way of Explanation 
 

In the next few pages you will get the story of our travels.  For this interesting article we are 

indebted to Captain J. E. L. Millender.  Early during the period of our introduction to ñFritzò and his ñG. 

I. Cans,ò it became known that Captain Millender had been writing a diary of our trip for his personal 

use.  While it had not always been possible to keep it entirely up to date, nevertheless, when opportunity 
presented itself, and with the assistance of Sgt. ñPeteò Odell, Captain Millender would ñcontinue the 

marchò on this important document.  Realizing that anything that the Captain might write would be 

interesting, many members of the Company tried to make arrangements to get copies of the diary when 

finished.  This finally led to someone suggesting the publication of a book to commemorate our trials 
and tribulations.  You now hold in your hands the finished product. 

 We would call to your mind that the narrative you are about to ñtake a whack atò may appear 

disconnected in spots.  In passing out your condemnation or praise, kindly bear in mind that it was 

written under all sorts of adversities.  You will find the facts clearly stated.  They have been presented in 
a soldierly manner ï exactly as we felt about things as they happened.  In case you are timid, risk only 

one eye at a time. 

 The Staff takes this means of expressing its appreciation of Captain Millenderôs sincere efforts to 

make our publication a genuine success. 
 


