Dally life during the occupation and the war

1) Life under the occupation of the annexed area from the fall of 1940 to the fall of 1944.

Without the existence @ real network ofesistancewe still soughtin several localitieso save
the lastJewishfamilies left behind.Most Jews had anticipated and had left the Moselle in autumn 1939
or in the spring of 1940 for the departmeintshe West of France; others were expelled to free France
by the Germans in July 1940. At that time, in fact, the finhlt®on was not yet developed (it is dated 20
January 1942 from the Wannsee Conference and it was Adolf Eichmann who was responsible for it) and
the Jews had three days, from 17 to 20 July 1940, to quit the Moselle. During these three days more than
a thowsand people left the Moselle, not only Jews but also Asians and North Afif8@ns. Jewsvere
still left in early AugustL940, butin manyplaces in the regioof Thionville there remaine@lsewhere
one or twoJewish familiesoften poor. Even ifndifference was thanajority reflex there werdound
Mosellanvolunteersvho passedomeinto occupiedout not annexedonesandfrom thereinto the free
zoneby complexpathways Other families were arrested in late 1940 or 1941 and deported. Then it was
death h a concentration camp or extenaiion and in several places houses remained empty in 1945,
when the conflict ended. There are no departmeamt@lysen Jewish victims but only national figures.

It is known that there were 320,000 Jews in France irD 184 that there were 76,000 prisoners
including 11,600 children and 25,000 French Jews, 3,000 lives of slaughtered French Jews and 1,000
regroupment camps. There have been only 2,500 survivors to return from the death camps. To go further
into a departmeal analysis, consult the lists prepared by each consistory. One thing is certain almost all
Mosellan Jews who were arrested in 1942 or 19dfin occupied France or free France and not in the
Moselle region.

By patriotism or charity, former officers tiie French army or priests and nuns saved human lives
by hosting, in hiding or by passing intothe momne xed wanted area. Simil &
staff treated and allowed the escape of soldiers or the passage of fugitives into the freaiiztiree. B
form of the most widespread resistance was to hide and save deserters from military service and the
German army.

Those who wanted to really resist the force of arms did not return from the evacuation into the
Vienne and Charente and these Moseljamsed General De Gaulle in London or then opted in 1941 to
return into free France leaving to join the maquis in 1942 or especially 1943 and 1944.

Some fledn 1940and gainedhe South ofrance andHauteSavoiewhere theycontributed tahe
country'sliberationfrom theNaziboot

Among those who remained or returned to Poitou, sordebbeome resistant when the Vichy
regime decreed the S.T.O in 1943 and joined the Southwest or the Vercors maquis.



The history of Lucien Fabing, a ebelwho enlisted in theF.F.I.

- Originally from Blessington where he was born in 1925, and
setted as early as 1937 with his family in Thionville, where his
ther was a railwayman, Lucien Fabing is an exampleaof

- refractory that beameresistant. During the "phoneyaw’, hewas

in Montmorillon in the Vienne, withew to the primary schoolof
Superior of StAvold where he stued to become a teacher. In
August 1940, after a short stay in Lunéville, the family returned to
Thionville and from March 1941 to June 1943, iemcfrequeted
courses of the normal school of renamed Metz L.B.A by the

B - It is at this time that he played in a Fren@erman joint senior football team in Thionville, with
such partners as Fritz Walter (the 3rd standingnfrthe left), the future German Idol of the 1950s.



C-0n July 1, 1943, he was posted to Kriegsfeld, in the Palatinate, as a teacher and remained about 7
months. On 13 February 194howinghis nextinevitableinclusionwould beinto the Wehrmeht, he
contacted a network of smugglers whose nerve center was at Caldlaysand fled to Moselle before
receiving a deserter status. When he arrived at Thionville, the network was discovered and dismantled,
he could not provide a false identity caml,fake was very important to be able to move without a
working card. A work card is mandatory for all individuals over 18 years old. However false papers
provided for three years younger and his small size helped, nobody bothered him. Taking different
trains, he reached Nancy then Paris and finally Limoges and Périgueux where he enrolleBatl¢he
Normalede Colmar moved to that city. In June 1944, after the allied landings, he arrived in Auch and
joined the resistance within the FFI, the battalion Sippoviding service tasks mainly.

The story of the Hotton family of Thionville, a refractory family to the occupier and who joined the
savoyard maquis.

A - Dechelette "Select" patron, and Arséne Hotton father,
Director of "La Scala", mobilized in B39.

Arsene Hotton, another Thionvdjer whose family
operatedt h e c i n e masinéeltre begionand & the
20th century and whose flagship was "Le Barfter the
second world war, waa special case because if his father
was French, his mothewas German,it causedhe son tde
consi der ed a bybheNazissotwantiyeoi ¢ h 0
serve the Third Reich, the family, with a car, fled in the
south to Nice, inlate May- early June 1940 an#énew all
aboutthe challenging months since food svaten scarce
But the most seriousas that the Gestapo locatend found
them in June 1941, ordering them to return to Thionville,
since theyvere German citizens.




B - to escape the Gestapo, the family including the mother, hostile to the Nazis, diledoatpe small

hamlet of Seytroux in Hauteavoie. This village is under the supervision of good natured Italians; the
welcome of the local peasants was very warm. In early 1943, young Arséne, born in June 1925 and so
18 years of age agredd accompanyis father and to enter a resistance movement as members of the
Armée Secrete, Bellevaux Group.
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The Bellevaux group:with papersof good standing, which meafreedom of movement, the two
Hottors beame 'donkeys of the resistance, retriemg parachuted objects and deliveg them to the
armed movements. Father, fluently bilinguabs especially sought as a translator during interrogation
of prisoners or tdranslatethe mail hijacked. The son wanuch more actively involved in the actions of
the network between December 1943 and October 1, 1944. Therbéongs a part of the groupghat
recovered a large quantity of weapons on the plateau of Gliéres on August 1, 1944. From-[€gonon
Bains region, 1,200 men crossed the Hebdwoie, occupied bthe Germans, imgasifier trucks,
recovered the equipment at night parachiltg the allies and returnedhdoot, a distance of about 100
km, the trucks beinfully loadedwith weapos. Ho t t sam évas even arrestddr a short time and
interrogated by themilitia of [Joseph] Darnand in ThononlesBains and then released. Weapons
recovered enabled thHieration of dl of Haute Savoie.



C - during the year 1944, their section also captladarge group of Germans amehprisoned them for
some time aBt Jean D'Aulps itdaute Savoie. In October 1944, before the reconquest of Provence by
the F.F.L, and havingept his car, the family decided return and managknot withoutdifficulty to
returnto their own in Thionville, in early November, a town libgrd by the Americans




At the end of the watheyhad to go to work to restore the House damaged by the fighting and altered
by the Germans who had stayed there aftermgarequisitionedt in 1940.

The bizarre history of Pierre Noél.

Originally from Thionville where he was born in 1923, ban inhabitant of Cattenom for many years,
this was a caseof much greatemterest to describe, since he knew all the possible situations in time of
war.




First the young Noél, 16 years old, tl&hionville Beauregard
with his parents for the Charente during the evacuation of
1939/40.0n return hewas hired by a German company and
participated in the provisional restoration of the railway bridge
in Beauregard during the terrible winter 1941/42héeT Siberian
cold is easy to verify because we see ice formed in the
foreground on the bridge piles.

In early 1942, Pierre Noél receidehe order fomthe RAD and
the appointmentvas set before St Maximin for a departure to the
Netherlands. He decided ntt go. It was then that his Odyssey
takes a turn. He contacted smugglers and, after many
vicissitudes, crosskat night thedemarcationine on the side of
BourgenBresse. During this flight, the Germaasrested his
parentswho were deported. The runngras committed as a
volunteer for 3 years in the army of thkeee French in April
1942. He was assigned to the 2nd Battaliomn&dntry on foot,
and wa used especialiy Chatillon-sur-Seine in June 1942.




At thedissolution of the armize was placed under the responsibility of the Vichy regime in November
1942, he decidkto flee again and hid for several months on a farm in the Massif Central. In 1943 he
managed tgoin one of the maquimmovementsn the Communist F.P, in the LotetGarome. From

1943 his section joined the F.F.l and agid¢e obey the instructions given by theNGR created by Jean
Moulin.

In this capacity he participated in several armed commitments and operations of harassing the enemy in
1943 and 1944, thelme joned, with all ofhis maquis, the 4th regiment of Tunisigrfantrymen (photos

above and next page) and participaia Italy, Alsace and Germany campaigns. He finished the war in
conquered Stuttgart and received the Croix de guerre and two citations.



His military life dd not stopwith the liberation since, eing patriotic, he joined the colonial infantry.

He volunteered for the Indochina war where he fought three times between 1946 and 1954/sviah sta
the hospital from wounds ifunisia inthe meantime, for law enforcement actidds.was cited 5 times

and decorated with the military medal in 1951 for his conduct in the far East. His career ended in 1957
in Algeria where he finished with the rank of Chief Warrant Officer. His bravery espldiy he holds
thevoluntary combatant cross, the Medal of the escapees, the Croix de guerre 1939/45itaiibris,

the Croix de guerre D.E with 5 citations, the military medal, and that he was appointed Chevalier of
the Legion of honoua military title in 1975.

His livescurrentlyin Cattenomwhere hds active in the patriotic associations, but he is still tormented

by the death of his father in deportation, 60 years ago.

A few small active networke/ere however created in Moselle, in the Olredley, but it seerad
that acts of sabotage in factories were more individual actions than the actions agreed to by a structured
network. There were informal amdolutionaryteams such as Mario, Communist controlled around Jean
Burger, the Gaullist groughran; figures have been officially recognized by departmental officials as
Just Scharff, the Abbot Stenger or Mr Krieger. Most often, these networks were dismantled by the
Germans and members deported. But true F.F.l brigades were born with the airaracan troops
in the regionmoreas servicordes thanas combatants

This dd not prevent acts datentresistancéo becommonplace, as the fact of dressimdricolour
clothes or weang badges or medalsf double meaningA delicious anecdoteeserveso betold here,
although both Longevildes-SaintAvold and HombourgHaut are not in the regon of Thionville.
Young people wer ercouragedfor several days to pick up hundreds of snails, and then to paint in
secrecy in blue, white and reBarly in the morning of July 14, 1944 in LongeviiesSaintAvold,
these snails were deposited at the foot of the monument to the dead, and in late momomuthent
was tricolor to mark the French national holiday, ritaembingof their noseat the occuper. The same
idea was adoptedt a ceremony where German officiai®uld be present before thmonumentat
HombourgHaut. Obviously at thdime of speecheghe snails had climbed thenonumentand it
therefore had the colors of France to the chagrin obtapers



Examples ofthe voluntary option [those choosing to leajan 1941 fromthe region of Thionville
(study which incorporates the work of Philippe Wilmouth, published in 2003).

Commune concerned Number ofoptants Date of arrival in Lyon
and registration

Apach 2 07/04/41
Aumetz 65 07/04/41
BasseRentgen 1 07/04/41
BasseYutz 34 07/04/41
18 26/04/41
Bousse 19 26/04/41
Cattenom 6 26/04/41
Guénange 4 07/04/41
HauteKontz 3 07/04/41
HauteYutz 1 07/04/41
6 26/04/41
HettangeGrande 7 07/04/41
25 26/04/41
Kédange 4 07/04/41
Metzervisse 5 07/04/41
26/04/41
Terville 8 07/04/41
46 26/04/41
Thionville 209 07/04/41
40 26/04/41
5 03/05/41
VolmerargelesMines 1 26/04/41

Despite theseaunusual acts, in the Moselle region, the majority of the inhabitants feared German
requirements, more and more stringent as the comféatwrong for them

The wintersof the second world wawere almost all very hard with sharp cold and often lotsrafw
(the hardest was that from 1942 to 1943). They gendlbywedvery wet autumns causing flooding.

Walk through the Strancois
district on the corner of
avenue Albert 1sind avenue
Vauban on 1 January 1942




The rigor of winter, February ,81942 the village of Inglange and the surrounding countryside are
covered with a thicknow, which makes it perilous ftvavelling on icy roads.

The cohabitation between civilian and military.
The Germans ted to propitiate the civilian populatiohere by allowing a smatlaughter of Thionville
to go horsebackding. The stable was installed in the current crematorium in the city.

Among the men, itwas above althe fear of beng inducted into the German army. As already
mentioned above, the Melkans became German citizens d@hdauthorities continually remiredl that
this situation involvd rights and duties including that of defending the motherland. In December 1942
the Gauleiter of Moselle, Birckel, obligeven those who refud¢o sign th&@ membership card for the
German community to apply for Swiss or Swedish citizenship, i.e. a neutral country nationality.



It was especially after the decree of August, 1942 on German nationality and on the introduction of
the German military service th#lte risk was raised.Whole classesvere available: first men born
between 1922 and 1926, and then we go class 1914 and even locally 1912, upabl@agsor 1928
locally.

The first iductons staredin 1941 andhose summaosd were assigned téhe Reéchsarbeitsdienst,
asort of preparation for military service for a period ranging from a few weeks to six months, in German
uniform and with a spade as a weapon. This is actually for the oceupiay of testing thdlosellan
youth to assess their strengand their sports skills whileletermiring their political beliefs and
preparing thenfior military discipline.

At the end of this period of compulsory labour, those that are considered safe or malleable
politically and physically strong are incorporatedoi the Wehrmacht, becoming the "despite us", the
others being expelled tmthe freezone or seninto Germanyto alabour camp, often in Thuringia, or
even deported to Silesia. Despite these risks, we know for example that Distroff youth, convened
Febwuary 25, 1943 in Thionville, departed the village singing the Marseillaise. As timed@ast¢here
were fewer exempt even among married men, especially after the invasion of the free zone in
November 1942, and in 1944 the Germarttuagtedeven the 16 yar olds to serve the Flakuns The
lastinductionstook place in July 1944.

The compulsory military service:

Required to be inducted into the Wehrmacht.
At the end of the R.D and after a few weeks spent with the family the Mosellans are daltethe
army. At the outset there is very little dissension for fear of reprisals. Here is Paul Paradeis in the
Wehrmacht in 1943 as "Despite us".



Departure of youth required from SierclesBains in 1943 for the Wehrmacht.
It is with a forced smilelue to the presence of the photographer that these young pegsieowrthe
road to an uncertain fate. Desertions are increasingly numerous as early as the spring of 1944 and in
almost every village we cache the deserters.

Forcefully inducted.

99% of Mosellans were inducted by force and did not have to be ashamed of having been obliged to
wear German uniforms. Sometimes there was even the express request of their own that they not desert
German reprisals were awful for the family of a deserter. Artysvhere there were draft evaders and

deserters.

Group of 'despite us from
Cattenom including -
Pierre Flammant, in Ger
many in 1943.

At the beginning of himduc
tion into the Wehrmacht, he
had a short period in bar
racks in Germany, the bubf
the training was already
completed during the R.A.D.




Chore of peeling.

In the Wehrmacht, as in any
other army, the soldiers are
subject to chores and embedded
Mosellan youth do not escape.

The "Despite us' in a combat
unit near Pilsen.Among thenis
young Michel Hotton of Yutz
who went through much of
Europeduring thewar, fighting
first on the Eastern Fronand
thenin Italy.

Another groupgirom Soetrich is
stationed in the village of
BergenBelsen, notorious for
being at an extermination
camp. Among these young
peopleis JeanrAlbert Marx as
a driver.




A group of German soldiers including Moseil§ in full preparationfor an attack in 1943, in a Russian
forest. The Moseknswhich hey distrusted were mixed with volunteers from the Baditid Germas.
Until 1944 they fought under duress while awaiting the slightest possibility to escape.

¥ Francois Harter, "Despite us" of Yutz, attending
e a religious ceremony, coupled with apular

> festival in Poland, in the fall of 1943, not far
‘ from Lodz. Despite the war there are a few rare
moments of pleasure asthis popular festival.




A few "despite us" including Frangois Harter of Yutz listen carefully to the explanations loanitieng
of weapons and machine guns in particular. The scene is set in Poland late 1943.




Fighting on theEasternfront in the end of 1943 with a "despite uet Fixem and Soetrich which some
are forced to fight in the trenches during thenter. Here theerewof a mortar.

In the summenf 1943 the initiative is on the side of the Red Army and thelenofahe Germans is
affected.

Other assignments.

The"Despite us"werealso beennductedinto the German Navwgs indicated irthe case of the young
Weigerdingor several youngnen ofCattenom as Pierre Totin or Célestin Miltgen here in the middle of
two other marine



Somé'Despite us" fronutzon the Italian front
on leave in Naples in March 1943, including
Michel Hotton The Moseldns were not only
assigned tdhe eastern front but also, although
only in a more limited wayto Italy or to the
Balkans.

Some "despite us" from Hombourgudange and Kédange in 1942mong thens the young Fischer

of Kédangevhoseodyssey deserves to ImeentionedHe hal done his timén the RA.D from October to
December 1942 in Saarland before beinduded into the Wehrmacht on 13 January 1943, first in
Wittlich in Germany, and then from May to July 1943 in the port of Antaagpte rare assignment for

a Moselan. In one of the pictures the young Fischer tests with his compathierfging of amachine
gun.

In late July 1943, he was posted in thkraine in a regiment of motor transport equipped with Renault
trucks He remainedhere until March 1944 andias shippedo Poland (to repair trucks whosservice



life was low given insidious sabotage in factories in occupied France) and a little later in Hungary not
far from the border with Romanid&rom August 1944 to April 1945, whilfighting and struggling
against the local resistance, he retredwith his regiment before the inexorable advance of the Red
Army, to Linz in Austria where he mandde desert. Thanks to the @oerationof Frenchprisoners of

war, he took refuge in aaag in Bruckmuhl. On May 11, 194t wadliberatedby the Americans and
returned by plane to Paris. Then it is that he reached Thionville and joined his family in Kedange. Like
Fischer, many young Mosellans deserted as soon as they could do so wittengezmg the lives of

their parents.

The war experiences of René Hippert.

René was born in 1925 and, even beflaiebirthday of 18 yearshe wasinductedinto theR.A.Din
Germany in 1943. In September 1943, arjoyed a short leave, and then he svalrafted into the
Wehrmacht in Wismar, not far from the Baltic SAathe barracks where he receivadining for air
defensegunner there were peculiar balloonsurrounded by very resistant membraraand linked
together by very strongpes, positiong around the barracks to prohibit overflight by enemy aircraft. If
a propeller aircraftis caught in a rope or even to touch a loalh, it breaks and the aircraft is lost.




Session statement in Wismar.
The young recruits of the Wehrmacht, includingn® Hippert, mustfield strip and reassemblteir
gurs asquicklyas possible andlean them.




Training gunnersto Wismarin 1943.

By early 1944, René Hippert moved near Belgrade in Yugoslhgain the region of Scutari. He
fought with hisunit throughout the year 1944 against the allied air force and against guerrillas of Tito.
On several occasiorfss unittraveledthroughthe Balkansn vehicles equipped witlvheels andracks.

In 1945 he was captured with his section by Americans anadffneedom at the beginning of the

summer, not returning to Cattenom until July 7, 1945.




A Polish national living in Amnéville, he refused to serve Geyrend manage to flee from the
Moselle to England via Biiny. With other Polish hevas inductedinto a Polish armored division
attached to the Canadian Army. These Poles fought in the Allied armies under the Canadian uniform,
but a symbol with a White Eagle, attached to the headgear, proving their nationality.

The history of Ignae Olejniczak.
He was workingin a factory in Amnéville and had no time to leave the city.



The Germans forced him to follow them under the threat of shooting his wife and two young children.
He was then inducted into the German army and placed on there&steat, receiving a single leave in

4 years of service. This was somehow the Polish version of the "despite us".

In 1944, taking advantage of the disintegration of the German army, he managed to escape and tried to
hide in Poland. About to reach his hentown in the company of a friend, thegre wounded by
shrapnel.His comradewas killed andhe wasseriously injuredn the backHis robust constitutiorand

with the help of hiousin a brave fellow, after two days withoutare was taken to a hospitaand
savedHe returnedo Mosellein the summer af945.

Those whowere deemed ready to fightere shipped to the Russian front and tmthe Western
front as a precautionary measure. It seems that 80% of the Musetre sent East, others being
shipped toltaly, to the Balkans or Norway. Returning on leave, some coreidirfecting as early as
1943 but often they fe for the front despiteof the risk of getting killed, at the express thret
deportationto acamp. It is estimated that a total Q1000 Moselinswereenlisted in the Wehrmacht
and some were even forced to serve in the Sfsi@dsome concentration and extermination camps.

Departure to Germany
from Thionville.

A T In 1943 many
villagers were gathered
in  Thionville, whose
nanmes were germanized,
and shippedto Germany
to work. There are many
women among the
requisitioned labour

B - Arriving there,the Mosellns were sent to
forced labour and housed in dormitoriehey
also needd to line up for the distribution of
meals at their place of work in Germany.




The massivassignment to thEast explainsvhy many "despite us" were seriously wounded on
the Russian front or during transport from one area to another; 22,000 died at the front. OthanMosell
who fought to tle endwith the German troops tastéhe Soviet camps in 1944 and 1945, like Tambov,
and returedto the Moselle region several weeks or several months after the German surrender on 7 and
8 May 1945. Others dikat Tambov of dysentery, typhus and other dises as tuberculosis, 7,000
apparently in all. The lucky onestheen released by the Soviets in July 1944 and wkrased tdhe
English in Iran. Their release was made on condition that they serve as spies for the Soviets in their new
assignment. Somef those released were pdigt the British army and others in the F.F.L via a stay in
Algeria. Theyfoughtin Italy and Provence.

The basic idea of the Germans was that any adult or teenager should work or fight for the Third
Reich. From 1943, even gingereassembd into the RA.D and, before the shortagethelocal labour
force caused by the dadion of whole classes of men into the Wehrmacht, young women and
adolescent girls were subjected to mandatory chores, including in Germany. They wereslynassiv
employed in enterprises in Moselle under German control. They wereasieml®d to carry coal or
iron ore in Mosellan plants or in factories in Germany, were not allowed to return home during vacation.
At SiercklesBains, the foundry, which makesegades, included hiring massively and mandatorily
young womerfrom the sector, in addition to a contingent of Russian prisoners. As early as 1943, Basse
Yutz railway workshops were reactivated thanks to many Russian prisoners.

Moreover, women and girlseve required, from August 1944 to help dig trenches anetanki
ditches designed to prevent the passage of troops and allied vehicles in 1944, work was called
"schandsen” in the local dialect atttere they wielded pick and shovel. Women were addedeto th
Russian prisoners and coal workers to speed up the progress of the work.

Heavy and mandatory work.

For heavywork and especially starting from 1943, Mosellans and even Mosellan women are obliged to
leave to work in Germany. Thus in Saarbruckenr@ug of women, the majority Russian and Polish,
must shovel coal. Two Mosellan women belong to this team of workers.



Theyoung peoplef Contzles-Bains even had to go work in the forests in Germany during the winter
1942/43. Note the use of a chainsdvingpressive size.
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Elsewhere they dig antank trenches or shelters for artillery, even in mignmer 1944 when defeat
seemed inevitable.

Local examples of prisoners classified as 'Patriots resistant to the Occupation’

As early as 1941 begdhe first refusal to serve in the German army and the runaways to the free
zone and from there to Africa or England. The Germans, in retaliation, punished the families of these
deserters, from January 1943, where recruitment is systematized and refeakton the Wehrmacht
becomes a crime, whole families are arrested and shipped to the Sudetenland ofTBitesias also
the fate offamilies in which onememberwas a $mugler" whose activity hadeen discoverear
denouncedlt madethem stay in caps from where they came out every day, including Sundays in
some places, to work at the factory (majority status for men) or in the farms of the region (this was often
the case of women).
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Work documents issued by the Germans.
Each person 18 yearof ageor older had tobe equipped with a work boo&,sign of the importance
attached by the occupier to mobilize a maximafrarms and energy in the service of tiidird Reich
and alsoto check the reasons for travel.



