
Daily life during the occupation and the war 
 

1) Life under the occupation of the annexed area from the fall of 1940 to the fall of 1944.  

 

Without the existence of a real network of resistance, we still sought in several localities to save 

the last Jewish families left behind. Most Jews had anticipated and had left the Moselle in autumn 1939 

or in the spring of 1940 for the departments in the West of France; others were expelled to free France 

by the Germans in July 1940. At that time, in fact, the final solution was not yet developed (it is dated 20 

January 1942 from the Wannsee Conference and it was Adolf Eichmann who was responsible for it) and 

the Jews had three days, from 17 to 20 July 1940, to quit the Moselle. During these three days more than 

a thousand people left the Moselle, not only Jews but also Asians and North Africans. Some Jews were 

still left in early August 1940, but in many places in the region of Thionville there remained elsewhere 

one or two Jewish families often poor. Even if indifference was the majority reflex, there were found 

Mosellan volunteers who passed some into occupied but not annexed zones and from there into the free 

zone by complex pathways. Other families were arrested in late 1940 or 1941 and deported. Then it was 

death in a concentration camp or extermination and in several places houses remained empty in 1945, 

when the conflict ended. There are no departmental analyses on Jewish victims but only national figures. 

It is known that there were 320,000 Jews in France in 1940 and that there were 76,000 prisoners 

including 11,600 children and 25,000 French Jews, 3,000 lives of slaughtered French Jews and 1,000 

regroupment camps. There have been only 2,500 survivors to return from the death camps. To go further 

into a departmental analysis, consult the lists prepared by each consistory. One thing is certain almost all 

Mosellan Jews who were arrested in 1942 or 1943 were in occupied France or free France and not in the 

Moselle region.  

By patriotism or charity, former officers of the French army or priests and nuns saved human lives 

by hosting, in hiding or by passing into the non-annexed wanted area. Similarly the hospitalôs medical 

staff treated and allowed the escape of soldiers or the passage of fugitives into the free zone. But the 

form of the most widespread resistance was to hide and save deserters from military service and the 

German army.  

Those who wanted to really resist the force of arms did not return from the evacuation into the 

Vienne and Charente and these Mosellans joined General De Gaulle in London or then opted in 1941 to 

return into free France leaving to join the maquis in 1942 or especially 1943 and 1944.  

Some fled in 1940 and gained the South of France and Haute-Savoie where they contributed to the 

country's liberation from the Nazi boot. 

Among those who remained or returned to Poitou, some had become resistant when the Vichy 

regime decreed the S.T.O in 1943 and joined the Southwest or the Vercors maquis.  

 



 

 

The history of Lucien Fabing, a rebel who enlisted in the F.F.I.  

A- Originally from Blessington where he was born in 1925, and 

settled as early as 1937 with his family in Thionville, where his 

father was a railwayman, Lucien Fabing is an example of a 

refractory that became resistant. During the "phoney war", he was 

in Montmorillon in the Vienne, withdrew to the primary school of 

Superior of St-Avold where he studied to become a teacher. In 

August 1940, after a short stay in Lunéville, the family returned to 

Thionville and from March 1941 to June 1943, Lucien frequented 

courses of the normal school of renamed Metz L.B.A by the 

Germans.  

 

 

 

 

 

.         
 

B - It is at this time that he played in a French-German joint senior football team in Thionville, with 

such partners as Fritz Walter (the 3rd standing from the left), the future German Idol of the 1950s.  

 

 

 



  
 

C - On July 1, 1943, he was posted to Kriegsfeld, in the Palatinate, as a teacher and remained about 7 

months. On 13 February 1944 knowing his next inevitable inclusion would be into the Wehrmacht, he 

contacted a network of smugglers whose nerve center was at Conflans-Jarny and fled to Moselle before 

receiving a deserter status. When he arrived at Thionville, the network was discovered and dismantled, 

he could not provide a false identity card, a fake was very important to be able to move without a 

working card. A work card is mandatory for all individuals over 18 years old. However false papers 

provided for three years younger and his small size helped, nobody bothered him. Taking different 

trains, he reached Nancy then Paris and finally Limoges and Périgueux where he enrolled at the Ecole 

Normale de Colmar moved to that city. In June 1944, after the allied landings, he arrived in Auch and 

joined the resistance within the FFI, the battalion Simon, providing service tasks mainly. 

 

The story of the Hotton family of Thionville, a refractory family to the occupier and who joined the 

savoyard maquis.  

 

 

A - Dechelette, "Select" patron, and Arsène Hotton father, 

Director of "La Scala", mobilized in 1939. 

Arsène Hotton, another Thionvilliager whose family 

operated the cinema ñLa Scalaò since the beginning of the 

20th century and whose flagship was "Le Paris" after the 

second world war, was a special case because if his father 

was French, his mother was German, it caused the son to be 

considered a "Deutsche Reichò by the Nazis. Not wanting to 

serve the Third Reich, the family, with a car, fled in the 

south, to Nice, in late May - early June 1940 and knew all 

about the challenging months since food was often scarce. 

But the most serious was that the Gestapo located and found 

them in June 1941, ordering them to return to Thionville, 

since they were German citizens.  

 

 



B - to escape the Gestapo, the family including the mother, hostile to the Nazis, fled again to the small 

hamlet of Seytroux in Haute-Savoie. This village is under the supervision of good natured Italians; the 

welcome of the local peasants was very warm. In early 1943, young Arsène, born in June 1925 and so 

18 years of age agreed to accompany his father and to enter a resistance movement as members of the 

Armée Secrète, Bellevaux Group.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Bellevaux group: with papers of good standing, which meant freedom of movement, the two 

Hottons became "donkeys" of the resistance, retrieving parachuted objects and delivering them to the 

armed movements. Father, fluently bilingual, was especially sought as a translator during interrogation 

of prisoners or to translate the mail hijacked. The son was much more actively involved in the actions of 

the network between December 1943 and October 1, 1944. Therefore, he was a part of the group that 

recovered a large quantity of weapons on the plateau of Glières on August 1, 1944. From Thonon-les-

Bains region, 1,200 men crossed the Haute-Savoie, occupied by the Germans, in gasifier trucks, 

recovered the equipment at night parachuted by the allies and returned on foot, a distance of about 100 

km, the trucks being fully loaded with weapons. Hottonôs son was even arrested for a short time and 

interrogated by the militia of [Joseph] Darnand in Thonon-les-Bains and then released. Weapons 

recovered enabled the liberation of all of Haute-Savoie.  

 



 
 

C - during the year 1944, their section also captured a large group of Germans and imprisoned them for 

some time at St Jean D'Aulps in Haute-Savoie. In October 1944, before the reconquest of Provence by 

the F.F.L, and having kept his car, the family decided to return and managed not without difficulty to 

return to their own in Thionville, in early November, a town liberated by the Americans 

 

 

 

 



 
 

At the end of the war, they had to go to work to restore the House damaged by the fighting and altered 

by the Germans who had stayed there after having requisitioned it in 1940.  

 

The bizarre history of Pierre Noël. 

Originally from Thionville where he was born in 1923, but an inhabitant of Cattenom for many years, 

this was a case of much greater interest to describe, since he knew all the possible situations in time of 

war.  

 

 

     



 

 

 

First the young Noël, 16 years old, left Thionville-Beauregard 

with his parents for the Charente during the evacuation of 

1939/40. On return he was hired by a German company and 

participated in the provisional restoration of the railway bridge 

in Beauregard during the terrible winter 1941/42. The Siberian 

cold is easy to verify because we see ice formed in the 

foreground on the bridge piles.  

In early 1942, Pierre Noël received the order from the RAD and 

the appointment was set before St Maximin for a departure to the 

Netherlands. He decided not to go. It was then that his Odyssey 

takes a turn. He contacted smugglers and, after many 

vicissitudes, crossed at night the demarcation line on the side of 

Bourg-en-Bresse. During this flight, the Germans arrested his 

parents who were deported. The runner was committed as a 

volunteer for 3 years in the army of the Free French in April 

1942. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion of infantry on foot, 

and was used especially in Châtillon-sur-Seine in June 1942.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

At the dissolution of the army he was placed under the responsibility of the Vichy regime in November 

1942, he decided to flee again and hid for several months on a farm in the Massif Central. In 1943 he 

managed to join one of the maquis movements in the Communist F.T.P, in the Lot-et-Garonne. From 

1943 his section joined the F.F.I and agreed to obey the instructions given by the C.N.R created by Jean 

Moulin.  

 

 
 

In this capacity he participated in several armed commitments and operations of harassing the enemy in 

1943 and 1944, then he joined, with all of his maquis, the 4th regiment of Tunisian infantrymen (photos 

above and next page) and participated in Italy, Alsace and Germany campaigns. He finished the war in 

conquered Stuttgart and received the Croix de guerre and two citations.  

 



        
 

His military life did not stop with the liberation since, being  patriotic, he joined the colonial infantry. 

He volunteered for the Indochina war where he fought three times between 1946 and 1954 with stays at 

the hospital from wounds in Tunisia in the meantime, for law enforcement actions. He was cited 5 times 

and decorated with the military medal in 1951 for his conduct in the far East. His career ended in 1957 

in Algeria where he finished with the rank of Chief Warrant Officer. His bravery explains why he holds 

the voluntary combatant cross, the Medal of the escapees, the Croix de guerre 1939/45 with 2 citations, 

the Croix de guerre T.O.E with 5 citations, the military medal, and that he was appointed Chevalier of 

the Legion of honour a military title in 1975.  

His lives currently in Cattenom, where he is active in the patriotic associations, but he is still tormented 

by the death of his father in deportation, 60 years ago.  

 

A few small active networks were however created in Moselle, in the Orne Valley, but it seemed 

that acts of sabotage in factories were more individual actions than the actions agreed to by a structured 

network. There were informal and evolutionary teams such as Mario, Communist controlled around Jean 

Burger, the Gaullist group Ehran; figures have been officially recognized by departmental officials as 

Just Scharff, the Abbot Stenger or Mr Krieger. Most often, these networks were dismantled by the 

Germans and members deported. But true F.F.I brigades were born with the arrival of American troops 

in the region, more as service orders than as combatants.  

This did not prevent acts of latent resistance to be commonplace, as the fact of dressing in tricolour 

clothes or wearing badges or medals of double meaning. A delicious anecdote deserves to be told here, 

although both Longeville-lès-Saint-Avold and Hombourg-Haut are not in the region of Thionville. 

Young people were encouraged for several days to pick up hundreds of snails, and then to paint in 

secrecy in blue, white and red. Early in the morning of July 14, 1944 in Longeville-lès-Saint-Avold, 

these snails were deposited at the foot of the monument to the dead, and in late morning the monument 

was tricolor to mark the French national holiday, nice thumbing of their nose at the occupier. The same 

idea was adopted at a ceremony where German officials would be present before the monument at 

Hombourg-Haut. Obviously at the time of speeches the snails had climbed the monument and it 

therefore had the colors of France to the chagrin of the occupiers.  



Examples of the voluntary  option [those choosing to leave] in 1941 from the region of Thionville 

(study which incorporates the work of Philippe Wilmouth, published in 2003).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                  

 

Despite these unusual acts, in the Moselle region, the majority of the inhabitants feared German 

requirements, more and more stringent as the conflict went wrong for them. 

 

The winters of the second world war were almost all very hard with sharp cold and often lots of snow 

(the hardest was that from 1942 to 1943). They generally followed very wet autumns causing flooding. 

 

 

 

 

Walk through the St-François 

district on the corner of 

avenue Albert 1st and avenue 

Vauban on 1 January 1942 

Commune concerned Number of optants Date of arrival in Lyon 

  and registration 

Apach 2 07/04/41 

Aumetz 65 07/04/41 

Basse-Rentgen 1 07/04/41 

Basse-Yutz 34 07/04/41 

 18 26/04/41 

Bousse 19 26/04/41 

Cattenom 6 26/04/41 

Guénange 4 07/04/41 

Haute-Kontz 3 07/04/41 

Haute-Yutz 1 07/04/41 

 6 26/04/41 

Hettange-Grande 7 07/04/41 

 25 26/04/41 

Kédange 4 07/04/41 

Metzervisse 5 07/04/41 

 1 26/04/41 

Terville 8 07/04/41 

 46 26/04/41 

Thionville 209 07/04/41 

 40 26/04/41 

 5 03/05/41 

Volmerange-les-Mines 1 26/04/41 



 
 

The rigor of winter, February 8, 1942 the village of Inglange and the surrounding countryside are 

covered with a thick snow, which makes it perilous for travelling on icy roads.  

 

 

 
 

The cohabitation between civilian and military. 

The Germans tried to propitiate the civilian population here by allowing a small daughter of Thionville 

to go horseback riding. The stable was installed in the current crematorium in the city.  

 

Among the men, it was above all the fear of being inducted into the German army. As already 

mentioned above, the Mosellans became German citizens and the authorities continually reminded that 

this situation involved rights and duties including that of defending the motherland. In December 1942 

the Gauleiter of Moselle, Bürckel, obliged even those who refused to sign their membership card for the 

German community to apply for Swiss or Swedish citizenship, i.e. a neutral country nationality.  



It was especially after the decree of August, 1942 on German nationality and on the introduction of 

the German military service that the risk was raised. Whole classes were available: first men born 

between 1922 and 1926, and then we go class 1914 and even locally 1912, up to class of 1927 or 1928 

locally.  

The first inductions started in 1941 and those summoned were assigned to the Reichsarbeitsdienst, 

a sort of preparation for military service for a period ranging from a few weeks to six months, in German 

uniform and with a spade as a weapon. This is actually for the occupier a way of testing the Mosellan 

youth to assess their strength and their sports skills while determining their political beliefs and 

preparing them for military discipline. 

At the end of this period of compulsory labour, those that are considered safe or malleable 

politically and physically strong are incorporated into the Wehrmacht, becoming the "despite us", the 

others being expelled into the free zone or sent into Germany to a labour camp, often in Thuringia, or 

even deported into Silesia. Despite these risks, we know for example that Distroff youth, convened 

February 25, 1943 in Thionville, departed the village singing the Marseillaise. As time passed and there 

were fewer exempt, even among married men, especially after the invasion of the free zone in 

November 1942, and in 1944 the Germans inducted even the 16 year olds to serve the Flak guns. The 

last inductions took place in July 1944.  

 

 

The compulsory military service:  
 

 

Required to be inducted into the Wehrmacht. 

At the end of the R.A.D and after a few weeks spent with the family the Mosellans are called into the 

army. At the outset there is very little dissension for fear of reprisals. Here is Paul Paradeis in the 

Wehrmacht in 1943 as "Despite us".  

 



 
 

Departure of youth required from Sierck-les-Bains in 1943 for the Wehrmacht. 

It is with a forced smile due to the presence of the photographer that these young people pass down the 

road to an uncertain fate. Desertions are increasingly numerous as early as the spring of 1944 and in 

almost every village we cache the deserters.  

 

Forcefully  inducted.  

99% of Mosellans were inducted by force and did not have to be ashamed of having been obliged to 

wear German uniforms. Sometimes there was even the express request of their own that they not desert. 

German reprisals were awful for the family of a deserter. And everywhere there were draft evaders and 

deserters.  

 

 

 

 

Group of "despite us" from 

Cattenom including Jean-

Pierre Flammant, in Ger-

many in 1943.  

At the beginning of his induc-

tion into the Wehrmacht, he 

had a short period in bar-

racks in Germany, the bulk of 

the training was already 

completed during the R.A.D. 

 



 

 

Chore of peeling. 

In the Wehrmacht, as in any 

other army, the soldiers are 

subject to chores and embedded 

Mosellan youth do not escape.  

 

Incorporated on the eastern front. 

 

 

 

The "Despite us" in a combat 

unit near Pilsen. Among them is 

young Michel Hotton of Yutz, 

who went through much of 

Europe during the war, fighting 

first on the Eastern Front and 

then in Italy. 

 

 

    

 

Another group from Soetrich is 

stationed in the village of 

Bergen-Belsen, notorious for 

being at an extermination 

camp. Among these young 

people is Jean-Albert Marx as 

a driver.  

 



 

 
 

A group of German soldiers including Mosellans, in full preparation for an attack in 1943, in a Russian 

forest. The Mosellans which they distrusted were mixed with volunteers from the Baltics and Germans. 

Until 1944 they fought under duress while awaiting the slightest possibility to escape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

François Harter, "Despite us" of Yutz, attending 

a religious ceremony, coupled with a popular 

festival in Poland, in the fall of 1943, not far 

from Lodz. Despite the war there are a few rare 

moments of pleasure as at this popular festival.  

 



 
 

A few "despite us" including François Harter of Yutz listen carefully to the explanations on the handling 

of weapons and machine guns in particular. The scene is set in Poland late 1943. 

 

 

 



       
 

Fighting on the Eastern front in the end of 1943 with a "despite us" of Fixem and Soetrich which some 

are forced to fight in the trenches during the winter. Here the crew of a mortar.  

In the summer of 1943 the initiative is on the side of the Red Army and the morale of the Germans is 

affected. 

 

 

 

Other assignments. 

 

     
 

The "Despite us" were also been inducted into the German Navy as indicated in the case of the young 

Weigerding or several young men of Cattenom as Pierre Totin or Célestin Miltgen here in the middle of 

two other marines.  

 

 



 

 

 

Some "Despite us" from Yutz on the Italian front 

on leave in Naples in March 1943, including 

Michel Hotton. The Mosellans were not only 

assigned to the eastern front but also, although 

only in a more limited way, to Italy or to the 

Balkans.  

 

 

 
 

Some "despite us" from Hombourg-Budange and Kédange in 1943. Among them is the young Fischer 

of Kédange whose odyssey deserves to be mentioned. He had done his time in the R.A.D from October to 

December 1942 in Saarland before being inducted into the Wehrmacht on 13 January 1943, first in 

Wittlich in Germany, and then from May to July 1943 in the port of Antwerp, a quite rare assignment for 

a Mosellan. In one of the pictures the young Fischer tests with his companions the firing of a machine 

gun.  

In late July 1943, he was posted in the Ukraine in a regiment of motor transport equipped with Renault 

trucks. He remained there until March 1944 and was shipped to Poland (to repair trucks whose service 



life was low given insidious sabotage in factories in occupied France) and a little later in Hungary not 

far from the border with Romania. From August 1944 to April 1945, while fighting and struggling 

against the local resistance, he retreated with his regiment before the inexorable advance of the Red 

Army, to Linz in Austria where he managed to desert. Thanks to the cooperation of French prisoners of 

war, he took refuge in a stalag in Bruckmuhl. On May 11, 1945 he was liberated by the Americans and 

returned by plane to Paris. Then it is that he reached Thionville and joined his family in Kedange. Like 

Fischer, many young Mosellans deserted as soon as they could do so without endangering the lives of 

their parents.  

 

 

 

The war experiences of René Hippert.  

René was born in 1925 and, even before his birthday of 18 years, he was inducted into the R.A.D in 

Germany in 1943. In September 1943, he enjoyed a short leave, and then he was drafted into the 

Wehrmacht in Wismar, not far from the Baltic Sea. At the barracks where he received training for air 

defense gunner, there were peculiar balloons, surrounded by very resistant membranes and linked 

together by very strong ropes, positioned around the barracks to prohibit overflight by enemy aircraft. If 

a propeller aircraft is caught in a rope or even to touch a balloon, it breaks and the aircraft is lost.  

 

 



 
 

Session statement in Wismar. 

The young recruits of the Wehrmacht, including René Hippert, must field strip and reassemble their 

guns as quickly as possible and clean them. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Training gunners to Wismar in 1943. 

 

 
 

By early 1944, René Hippert moved near Belgrade in Yugoslavia, then in the region of Scutari. He 

fought with his unit throughout the year 1944 against the allied air force and against guerrillas of Tito. 

On several occasions his unit traveled through the Balkans in vehicles equipped with wheels and tracks. 

In 1945 he was captured with his section by Americans and found freedom at the beginning of the 

summer, not returning to Cattenom until July 7, 1945.  

 

 

 



         
 

A Polish national living in Amnéville, he refused to serve Germany and managed to flee from the 

Moselle to England via Britany. With other Polish he was inducted into a Polish armored division 

attached to the Canadian Army. These Poles fought in the Allied armies under the Canadian uniform, 

but a symbol with a White Eagle, attached to the headgear, proving their nationality.  

 

   
 

The history of Ignace Olejniczak. 

He was working in a factory in Amnéville and had no time to leave the city.  



The Germans forced him to follow them under the threat of shooting his wife and two young children. 

He was then inducted into the German army and placed on the eastern front, receiving a single leave in 

4 years of service. This was somehow the Polish version of the "despite us".  

In 1944, taking advantage of the disintegration of the German army, he managed to escape and tried to 

hide in Poland. About to reach his home town in the company of a friend, they were wounded by 

shrapnel. His comrade was killed and he was seriously injured in the back. His robust constitution and 

with the help of his cousin, a brave fellow, after two days without care was taken to a hospital and 

saved. He returned to Moselle in the summer of 1945. 

 

 

Those who were deemed ready to fight were shipped to the Russian front and not to the Western 

front as a precautionary measure. It seems that 80% of the Mosellans were sent East, others being 

shipped to Italy, to the Balkans or Norway. Returning on leave, some considered defecting as early as 

1943 but often they left for the front despite of the risk of getting killed, at the express threat of 

deportation to a camp. It is estimated that a total of 130,000 Mosellans were enlisted in the Wehrmacht 

and some were even forced to serve in the SS or guard some concentration and extermination camps.  

 

 

 

Departure to Germany 

from Thionville. 

A ï In 1943 many 

villagers were gathered 

in Thionville, whose 

names were germanized, 

and shipped to Germany 

to work. There are many 

women among the 

requisitioned labour

.  

 

 

 

B - Arriving there, the Mosellans, were sent to 

forced labour and housed in dormitories, they 

also needed to line up for the distribution of 

meals at their place of work in Germany.  



The massive assignment to the East explains why many "despite us" were seriously wounded on 

the Russian front or during transport from one area to another; 22,000 died at the front. Other Mosellans 

who fought to the end with the German troops tasted the Soviet camps in 1944 and 1945, like Tambov, 

and returned to the Moselle region several weeks or several months after the German surrender on 7 and 

8 May 1945. Others died at Tambov of dysentery, typhus and other diseases as tuberculosis, 7,000 

apparently in all. The lucky ones had been released by the Soviets in July 1944 and were released to the 

English in Iran. Their release was made on condition that they serve as spies for the Soviets in their new 

assignment. Some of those released were paid by the British army and others in the F.F.L via a stay in 

Algeria. They fought in Italy and Provence.  

The basic idea of the Germans was that any adult or teenager should work or fight for the Third 

Reich. From 1943, even girls were assembed into the R.A.D and, before the shortage in the local labour 

force caused by the induction of whole classes of men into the Wehrmacht, young women and 

adolescent girls were subjected to mandatory chores, including in Germany. They were massively 

employed in enterprises in Moselle under German control. They were often assembled to carry coal or 

iron ore in Mosellan plants or in factories in Germany, were not allowed to return home during vacation. 

At Sierck-les-Bains, the foundry, which makes grenades, included hiring massively and mandatorily 

young women from the sector, in addition to a contingent of Russian prisoners. As early as 1943, Basse-

Yutz railway workshops were reactivated thanks to many Russian prisoners.  

Moreover, women and girls were required, from August 1944 to help dig trenches and anti-tank 

ditches designed to prevent the passage of troops and allied vehicles in 1944, work was called 

"schandsen" in the local dialect and there they wielded pick and shovel. Women were added to the 

Russian prisoners and coal workers to speed up the progress of the work.  

 

Heavy and mandatory work.  

 

 
 

For heavy work and especially starting from 1943, Mosellans and even Mosellan women are obliged to 

leave to work in Germany. Thus in Saarbrucken a group of women, the majority Russian and Polish, 

must shovel coal. Two Mosellan women belong to this team of workers.  



The young people of Contz-les-Bains even had to go work in the forests in Germany during the winter 

1942/43. Note the use of a chainsaw of impressive size.  

 

 
 

Elsewhere they dig anti-tank trenches or shelters for artillery, even in mid-summer 1944 when defeat 

seemed inevitable.  

 

 
 

Local examples of prisoners classified as 'Patriots resistant to the Occupation'  

 

As early as 1941 began the first refusal to serve in the German army and the runaways to the free 

zone and from there to Africa or England. The Germans, in retaliation, punished the families of these 

deserters, from January 1943, where recruitment is systematized and refusal to serve in the Wehrmacht 

becomes a crime, whole families are arrested and shipped to the Sudetenland or Silesia. This was also 

the fate of families in which one member was a "smuggler" whose activity had been discovered or 

denounced. It made them stay in camps from where they came out every day, including Sundays in 

some places, to work at the factory (majority status for men) or in the farms of the region (this was often 

the case of women).  



 
 

 

 

 
 

Work documents issued by the Germans. 

Each person 18 years of age or older had to be equipped with a work book, a sign of the importance 

attached by the occupier to mobilize a maximum of arms and energy in the service of the Third Reich 

and also to check the reasons for travel.  


