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Preface

After being interested last year in the world of Agriculture, Catonisvilla is devoted in this year
2004, to the sixtieth anniversary of the Normandy landing and of the Liberation, a period going back to
the evacuation of the populations of the area of Thionville and Cattenom in 1939 or 1940, at the time of
the last world war, to the Liberation by the allies in 1944 and 1945.

After more than four years of occupation, the Normandy landings on June 6, 19&dd rire
beginning of the process of liberation of France. After fierce fighting, in the west of the country Paris
then felt relieved little by little from the enemy yoke. In September 1944 the Allies arrived in the area of
Thionville and in November 1944yhere they created at Cattenom two bridgeheads to the right bank of
the Moselle, they completed the liberation east of the country, in February 1945.

To mark the sixtieth anniversary Catonisvilla is devoting this period for various celebrations
planned inNovember 2004 in the region with the participation of a number of American veterans from
Moselle to be invited especially for the occasion.

A major exhibition is to be provided by the Association in November at the Gymnasium in
Cattenom which will displayver a thousand photographs, documents, objects and military uniforms
relating not only to the liberation of Cattenom but for thewae and postvar period and all far beyond
the village to cover the wide area around Cattenom in order to attract apeughy as possible.

This book, edited by the Association is intended to be a witness to this era and the author, Jean
Paul Paradeis, again deployed all his usual energy and rigor of a historian to collect all the evidence
possible from those who lived thrgh this time. It was thus determined to get, among other things, an
almost exhaustive study of the evacuees retracing their route of departure and return and take a few
photos of all the places around the cantons of Cattenom.

Beyond the text, of which thessential content has already been widely traced by many historians,
this book is embellished with numerous photographs, including many unpublished, and a whole series of
documents of the era, which increases the interest of this book and makes itigjinl.cAll these
documents are local, and with a few exceptions, come from private sources.

Catonisvilla especially congratulates and thanks the author for the quality and richness of the
iconographic work and all those who contributed to the developmiemhis work, both in their
testimony and by photographs kindly entrusted.

This book is a reminder for people who have experienced this time and a witness document for
those who wish to learn of this painful period of black history.

Jean Paul Wonner,
Presidentof the Association
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Thanks

Drastic choices had to be madeang hundreds of reproductions and collections which were
privileged and whenever it was possible private papers published. All documents are public with the
authorization of their authors and their owners. All the generous donors are gratefully ackadvaledg
those whose documents have not been selected forgive us. It was impossible to integrate thousands o
photos and documents.

In this book are pictures of peofdi®m the following localites: Amreville, Angevillers, Apach,
Aumetz, Bassé¢lam, Bassdathe, Bassdrentgen Bass¥utz, HauteYutz, BergsurMoselle, Beyren
Les-Sierck and Gandren, Boust, Bouzonville, Buding, Budling, Cattenom and Sentzich,
Champigneulles, Clouange, CoiésBains, and Dalstein and Ebersviller, Distroff, Entrange,
Escherangéolvange, Evendorff, Fixem, Freistroff, Froidcul, Garche, Gavisse,éné@uge,
Hagondange, Halstroff, Grindorff and Bizing, Haifarthe, Haut&ierck HauteKontz, Hettange
Grande, Inglange and Hastroff, KanfenédéangesurCanner, Kerlinges-Sierck, andKoenigsmacker
and Métrich, Kirschles-Sierck, Kirschnaumen, Koeking, Launstroff, Malling, Maieislés-Metz,
Manom MondortlesBains, Mondorff, Montenach, Morfontaine, Oudrenne, Rettel, Rodemack,
Faulbach and Semming, RoudsyVillage, Rustroff, SierclesBains, Soetrich, Terville, Thionville,
Valmestroff, Veckring, Zoufftgen.

Similarly there are ptores of localities of evaee destinations whichfollow: Amberre,
Beaumont, Beirde-Chatel, Bze and Reneve, Cherves and La Touche, Craon, Dissay, Jalamya
ChapelleMontreuil, Lavausseau, MontaiguenForez, Naintg, PortdePiles, St Georgées
Baillargeaux.
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Traveling through Hastroff, near Inglange in front of the Klein house, three ladies probably from
Koenigsmacker or Elzange, seeking shelter with acquaintances during the fighting in the area in
November 1944.



Thanks to the following families: Barthel, Bemer, Bettenfeld, Bertin, Bestien, Billaude, Bosse,
Boudrenghien Boul, Brach, Brandenburg, BriBruant Chiantello, Cordel,Cosse Cuny, Czapka,
Daga, Dap, Delion, De Selancy, Dicop, Dresse, Einrick, Fabing, Felten, Filstroff, Fistdamamant,
Fousse, Frisch, Froehlicher, Gallé&@rdon, Gianoli, Goberville, Grislin, Hackel, Harter, Haupert,
Heiles, Hein, Helleringer, Henzel, Herber, Hesse, Hippert, Hirtz, Hoffmann, Hotton, Jolivalt, Jost,
Junger, Kaiser, Kauffmann, Kehr, Kemmel, KerbKiffer, Kieffer, Klein, Kohn, Kolata, Kop, Krier
Ledrich, Legquil, Leidwanger, Lenard, Lodi, Maljean, Mansion, Marchal, Marescaux, Marotta, Marx,
Max, Menard, Michels, Mougel, Nennig, Bp Nogaede, Ohmer, Olejniczak, Paradeis, Pevillier,
Perrin, Petit Pier, Pilutti, Reicher, Reiland, Reitz, Retter, Ritter, Rock, Saldathlemer Schmitt,
Semin, Simon, Sindt, Star, Steinmetz, Teitgen Terver, Thill, Thiry, Thomas, Thuillier, Totin, Trap,
Vatry, Veynachter, Viale, Villem, Vitacolonna, Vogel, Wagner, Weigerding, Weiller, Welfringer,
Weynachter, Wilhelm, Wonner, Zinelli and the association ASIEMO of Hagondange and the
association "If | was told Yutz" from the services of the Municipal Archives of Thionville, Cattenom
and Fixem. Thanks also to thendgee ECPAD/France of the French Army for its active collaboration
with the associatioMoselleRiver 44for providing some very nice pictures and those furnished by W.
Rothenberger.

Special thanks to Isabelle and Estelle Paradeis, to Claude Helleringené Jasmine Essid for
the proofreading of the book and corrections. This book could not be formatted without technical
skills of Ridha Essid who deserves to be commended.

Evacuation of Thionville May 1940.
Before the meteoric advance tife German armywas panic. In the Rue de Bourgogne, deserted,
shuttered, this father of a family saves his bicycle and a small portion of his possessions thanks to a
handcart. The distress of civilians is demonstrated. He goes to the station, probably at Beauregard.
(ECPAD / France)



Foreword

Last year a chronicle of the farming region of Thionville was proposed, incorporating many photos
from private collections and from more than 30 different localities. A consensus about it since was to
trace the shift from food cromaculture for general subsistence at the beginning of the XXth century to
a high performance agribusiness beginning with the XXIst century.

This year, the topic addressed is much more painful and still very heavy in the memories of elders
who lived throudp these terrible years. These documents are from a great collection of unpublished
photographs, from the years 1938/39 and 1B84b in the area of Thionville, consisting not of military
or ideological aspects, but on the lives of hundreds of thousaridesafllans. The latter believed they
were protected from invasion behind the Maginot Line, but were attacked and expelled or evacuated,
and the territory occupied by Nazi Germany.

This is primarily a work of nomrofessional writers, with photos not yet pshed because they
come from private collections

In operation in 1927.
At the end of 20 years, as illustrated by the sign on this photo, taken during military service, many
Lorraine citizens which Totin Mathias, Teitgen Nicolas, Nennig Jean andnafter Alphonse all of
Cattenom, were still only German speaking or speaking a dialect. This explains why the lukewarm
reception some years latathat the local population hadoward some Mosellan villages evacuated to
Vienne or to Cote d'Or in 1939 ai®40.



| have read books of very comprehensive and recent aspects of the local and strategic Second
World War. | also have met with scholars who are passionate on the subject. Undoubtedly the most
personable is Philippe Wilmouth, a teacher in Hagondanige,has worked over 15 years with passion
and jurisdiction over all the local aspects of the Second World War. It is the soul and body of workers of
ASCO-MEMO association which gathered Hagondange documentation unrivaled on the topic. This
young scholar, jst forty, is already the author of several books very well documented, which have been
essential for my process of documentation.

The study | conducted aims to contribute to the preservation, in the collective memory of the
tragic events that accompaniedhe war and its local adventures. It is divided into several main
parts. First analysis of the evacuation in 1939 or 1940, as the town was "red zone" or "blue zone" and a
summary of the "phoney war" of life in the home regions, before addressing evefgdeynh 1940 to
1944, and eventually the Liberation and ceremonies that marked 1945. Priority has been given to local
photos and detailed captions for these reproductions.

To succeed in this work, it was necessary to increase our efforts with visiteotos ptestimonials
and anecdotes. Even if the home has always been warm as when studying farming, many witnesses
interviewed, and who knew when, could not hide their emotion, even their tears as their memories are
still painful. | felt the same reserve daia desire to forget the period for which many Mosellans have
some sort of vague sense of guilt.

Sometimes there are probably a few mistakes here and there about dates or places, because witl
time the memories are less accurate, but no error on the eksentthe drama of these terrible years
when brother was wary of brother, cousin of cousin and neighbor of neighbor.

| have had a few meetings where memory was stronger than others, particularly especially the
interview with Joseph Krier of Kirseles-Sierck who had come to meet a group of high school students
working on the resistance in Lorraine. | do not forget my moving visits to Joseph Herber of@Sontz
Bains, Mrs. Steinmetz of Veymerange, to Mrs. Marx Soetrich or to Emile and Marguerite Jolivalt of
Halstroff or my repeated interviews with Mr. Vogel, Deputy Mayor of Fixem.

| sometimes upset the memories of some people who increased their efforts of memory for their
testimony to be as accurate as possible. | think this was the case with my ownandhdams Kiffer
and Wonner of Cattenom.

In addition, the hunt for original documents was more complicated than the previous topic
because during this ea the environment was difficult,few people were taking picturesimagine
when only with a few hourto prepare for the evacuation, there was not the idea to photograph the
times, especially when the duration of the journey and the destination are unknown and uncertain. Then,
back in Moselle, cameras that had not been taken had disappeared, and peutoitieg was not
actually a priority.

In everyday life there was no incentive to photograph the events as a significant occupier, always
on guard, under great pressure whose actions may be spied on by members of the local population,
sometimes by the collabators from the region. Better to fade into anonymity without attracting
attention!



By their very nature, the actions of the resistance, such as searching or delivering information to
Allies, was passed by advertising, especially photographs. It wasutiee \when one slaughtered a pig
while one was hiding a deserter or prisoner, or one sympathized with a Russian or Pole deported to the
Moselle by the Nazis. All these moments could not be fixed on film!

Finally, among the photographs and documents recoveraady could not appear in this book for
the sake of doing harm, or offending someone. Mosellans for their salvation were incorporated into Nazi
or auxiliary bodies, and even if they were forced, it would have risked waking old stories and bitterness
of 60 years ago. The same, having donned a German uniform could still today be misinterpreted, while
in 99% of cases, it was "Despite us" and not voluntary. Despite this censorship, this is a beautiful
anthology of the locality contained in these pages.

Documerts are due to dozens of generous donors from communities in the vicinity of Thionville
and the local cantons of Cattenom, SidekBains and Metzervisse. The anecdotes could fill several
books, but this is a brief summary of volunteering accompanietiusyrations. For the photographs in
this quest, you must thank the work of my brother Christian and his family.

It was also to enjoy the very formal celebration, almost everywhere, of the 60th anniversary
of the liberation of the Mosellans in the autumrof 1944, for this documentation to be made known
to young generations.

To all persons who have agreed to help me, by lending their documents and have opened up a few
doors of their family intimacy during the Second World War, our thanks are very warregdspr

Obviously, as in the past, CATONISVILLA, the Association and its members have been
privileged to produce this work. It is therefore a little book that will acquaint you with all these people.

CampCattenomentry
Great gate othe barracks of th&68th R.I.Fwith its mascot, the wolf, shown on the two columns.



Finally | want to dedicate this book to the memory of three members of my family for whom
this period was a severe stage of their life and who were permanently affected.

- My father, Jacques Paradeis, who died in 1982nd to whom | am indebted for my education
and my soci al mobility, i f one Dbeing consider ec
he never was, unlike his elder brother, born in 1921, required to work fBrdAe inducted into the
Wehrmacht, due to both a fairly serious operation of the parotid gland and severe infection of the hand,
which conveniently occurred just before his medieshmination He, therefore, worked from 1940
"reconstructing” the librarjnstalled by the Germans at Camp Cattenom. Before the end of 1944 he was
hired by the Scholtés Company for about 15 months. Even as a teenager, he was an avid Gaullist. At the
time his work served to provide the food for a group of three and then sienhiddalmost a year with
his mother, from the end of 1943 to November 1944. They were deserters from the German army: his
uncle Jacob Watzky, his elder brother Paul Paradeis and his cousin Robert Stinnen, to which were addec
later Peter Totin, Leon Gobelt@ and Francois Peiffer. Every Day, the whole family could have been
deported, especially as there were several visits by the Gestapo to the home. Imagine then the traums
felt by themupon meeting Americans, arrested early in 1945, and shipped to a E@mgoaers near
Cherbourg. He was eventually acquitted in the spring of 1945, permitted to return to Cattenom after
verification of his personal history, and cleared of all suspicion.

Deserters hiding at Cattenom.

In the fall of 1944, th& "in spte of ourselves”
German army deserters hiding in Marie
Paradeis6 Cattenom home
did not hesitate to take pictures in the backyard
of the house. In this case the photographer is
Robert Sinnen, and Jacques Paradeis not
concerned becauseehwas not fit for service,
standing right, appears in the company of five
others hidden for nearly a year. Standing from
left to right: Paul Paradeis, Leon Goberville,
Francois Peiffer, Jacques Paradeis: 1st row:
Jacob Watzky and Peter Totin.




- My paternal grandmother, Marie Paradeis, we all called her "Granny", died in 1981just a
few months before her son. Although a widow with children still in charge and provided with no
income, she hid and fed three and then six for almost a year in 1944. Amongéhterdeso hidden,
there was certainly her brother and a son and a nephew, but also three other people who had nc
Cattenom link or kinship with the family.

During the "phoney war" at Cattenom.

In 1939/40, during the "phoney war,"
many officers andeven some simple
privates were lodged in the villages near
the Maginot Line. They slept in barns
with their equipment and their fighting
equipment and were sometimes invited by
the locals for lunch. This is the case with
Maria and Margot Paradeis.

- My maternal grandfather, Joseph Weiller, who died in 1983His verbal imprudenceaused
him to be denounced and arrested in September 1943 at his place of work, sent to the famous
"Carlshitte" and then taken to the Metz prison Queuleu without even bemdoatbtify his family.
Fortunately, a neighbor who saw the column of prisoners, escorted by armed men board a German truck
in Thionville, warned my grandmother of his arrest. From Metz, my grandfather was taken to the camp
at Schirmeck then Natzwiller, ssthambe at Struthof. He underwent several months of incarceration
and forced labor before being released on the eve of Christmas 1943, following the intervention of an
Ortsgruppenleiter. He came to the farm at Cattenom to raise money for the SA aradfuibébodies
related to NSDAP. As he was surprised that the lavete not yet plowed, my grandmother recounted
the arrest of her husband and told him that she was alone with five children, the eldest of the boys, aged
only 14 years, was still too yognto replace his father. This visit and the supplications of my
grandmother justified his release for Christmas 1943, but on the express condition that he be used in the
passive air defense of Yutz, by wearing a German uniform. Three months of harditabat adequate
food and a stay in a prison camp infested with lice, were cause for the man who willingly or unwillingly
finally agreed to perform the duties required at Yutz, sometimes recorded several days and nights
without being able to go to Cattenohte had kept hatred of the Germans, which warmly recommended
to us never to address the subject. During family gatherings or dinner with "grandpa”, we never
mentioned the Germans or their qualities.



Joseph Weiller early 1944 in German uniform.
The pcture shows him during service in aatr
defense for the protection of civilians in Yutz. A
threemonth stay in Natzwiller labor camp
force, until Christmas 1943, because he refused
to wear a German uniform, and an obligation to
support his family (wifand 5 children) caused
him to submit or risk deptation to a
concentration camp.



la PFrance et la GrandeBretagoe
sengagent A respecter
les populations civiles,.,

U'ALLEMAGNE LES BOMBARDE

SIXIEME DERMIERE

Paris-soir

DEPUIS ONZE HEURES CE MATIN

. ', .I km. r
it | 6
bl DERIERE

L'Anglelerre esl en guerre

PAllemagne

LA FRANCE SERA EN GUERRE A 17 HEURES

C'est en plein accord gque les deux grandes puissances

ont présenté separément leurs injonctions a I'Allemagne

La l-'rnnce commande...

Depuls onas hovres sujourd'hul In gusrrs ost déclarde,

La France ot In GrandeHretagne ont tout falt paurfi

dpargner au monds colle lmmense calustrophe,
Mals In folle sangulnalre du maitre de V'Allomagne

I's voulus, Son mensteusus orguall, son aveuglement nsensé
précipiient 1'Burops dans le sang, Peu lul lmporte s mort
ot ba souffrance de milllons 'étres humaine cortain d'dlee
deravd, é-' Vel tiﬂ‘o‘o‘“llr PO O mlnu.

-l l sane merel
slt sn durde, elle ne o uMuu ¢|l- ne l"lzn"r I'A(‘I&VER fue
par Ia vietalrs des natlans Ubres sur In plus atroce tyran
nle qun I'Histalea  all connue,

L'Allemngne ot som maltre, dans co formidable con
i, sont absolument souls, Seuls matdrielloment of mora:
lement, Tous lea peuples d‘clrmnl of maudlssent Vagres:
soue Adolf Mitler, Tous teavalllent, ou font des vesus pour,
que co Haau de Phumanitd solt abattug pour qus 1o mands)
pulsse u\lln uwlm

Ceat da France qul commande aujourd'hul «, & dit
hier M Edovard Daladier dans un discours qul & dmu Juss
qu'aus  Iarmes coux  qul Ventendalent,

La France st slre d'élre obdle, Jamals ses opdres

ne lnum plu. clalra ot plus lmpérious, Sans halne pour les o

pouples, quels qu'lle oolunl. plelne d'amaur pour les vieth

mab, ;Ju-fuo A omener la lutte Jusqu's In chuts d'Hitler ot ﬁ.‘.‘.‘%‘.‘.‘.“o‘?..’:‘a!:"‘ ".::‘o:h pry i g {

do ax bande, Ia France & consclance de sa farce Invinalble,| s popioea s f"h."“-“:m‘%* B
Pous los Viangals sant préte & accomplic lour devolr, RO % it Figard s b Feioges ‘

A donner lour vlo SIE la faut Que vaudealt d'alllovrs 18] s ddtal de doux houres

vie dana une Franes opprimée |
Pour les natlons libres, Vhoure do lbdrer 1'Europe
. nmn‘

Le délai francais
expire & 17 heures

Fa sadouibon e Inlmu- paa Wher sde par e gonr
U LI e e Frames & Bee
bl ‘llhl-u-- B1E hewivn pr desan
wrwrment allissl 1o idpenas b ls cnninn
el Kok wreli 04 romdes 1o (ry optesshre & B4

L)

(m- T T ST R R P T qu
o) e "

S

Comment l'état
de guerre
a été proclamé

L'ultime démarehs de I'Angleterce
LONTIMEA & Beglombin
-I'“I'- Cominaibind walvant & 00 b e wt U Ty

o "
webbons dhalurmmas be pvation
T 8% onll put b desees o8

Ve iv
o)-u l Werlia & vu’uﬂ-
l.n I W ganin st l«

|~m J M

AW BauTen co maLin I'smbaseadeur de e Majestd
A Berlin & (nformd o gouysrnement allomand guk
Wl Gue den aasurnnons satisfalannton A oot affol ne

D!: B()N BUREAU DE nOWNINCi BTRBIT

M. N. Chamberlain

s’est adressé au peuple
britannique :

t Nous avona Il conncience elalve.
Nous avona fait lout ce qu'un pays
paul Ialra pour umln!mlr la Palx, »

LONDREA -v'l-hn. mkm‘ru -l nb-d- u'- ou-“.
S T R
e s

R t; 5 'I‘~ 3:&
“u“‘ l:tl‘ ol manlin Inu1

e

l—n.d ‘

lun:o’;

-’l - u:‘u ..'.2.."..-‘1711 "‘""‘"

v-mp‘.gzm “"‘:""1".:}2 li":“

PR | SRR

«Je wouhiaite pouvoir vair le jour o Uhitlérisme
aura été vainen »

déclare aux Communes le Premier mmlalﬂ
LONDREA, § Regianine

e Witlgr ot loy slens Baxplation cammence, 0, wfeund bl 1 s e Far o poveshormon aes bt (RSS2, Cpmmqes e i s, s l.emnulhnthue
/e eI sl "'““ gouvernement de Ha Majentd, 1AIAL ha[Viae b in somicuriaiion o e Nonws Hosbina & W
Vive la Franve | e uluuull SONTW bow doun paye A dater de onse | Bbbesioen AT Wl mailanant s ganre gt a"omand
l‘“ l |;-::|L-' J.nuk-ku “\'.“\:d“ r‘u\;T‘A:q‘uu-“
Ahrmtintnl de Be Madorkd o biont sadeionnst s ¢ Aiv0ibe saire \ia lw-nu::u“ —nm-:‘ ::: N ..:::‘
Un seul responsable : HITLER [t s s i s i s e S i s S e BRE(hM EN
l.u ddmarehe frangalse oLyl -«M- ossayo de gagner
whard bl s Piam semis o0 Foaes b Morka, yul & A[ 4 Oniie oY
PR T by s Ll TRHISRY e o o, . Bnard D rat hasemts oh Bovveeimtel chasat W ~'~' uﬂ"“m- t‘ N'_::m = :E' o toute vitesse
Aekie du payn Gl vensleat divalendrs (Ralve a0 LT TV el un port neutre
{ Takrng el b PaibeLbue o J mu.g, 4 pegs P
o - 1 1 8 gl T e it v crédie .Hu‘. : : + d'Buropo..
. WAk ol b prialden) deannensy o drslh ob A “ h. 45 Ies s"énes Tout Londres s'attendait Ty
’
by [ R T Ao O fA0E o 208 Lond t é A la guerre por wa crvins el
RO “n"l." — e ——— - -
o - "Wt“ "% . o34 t a u a on r.s on annonc umuu-.lmmm.. COCTEE :.m
. » Al R fi Tew T T e A e e
; . e‘f' un' ahfh léflﬂnﬂe holt, m-‘-'-t&'?-‘.‘c‘m . Ry e Mubum-- Mok

- v v

Alaruns bel
TN li\llm-. 1) pr:lnln e npmh - m 5

ontrn 1A a gus w's prosdill & Londios

Woa [bens

luuﬂummmumun

bies baures ;nmnuum-mm

ol
el (TR

wlih

"
Il bonndes, t::‘;ﬂ'lnllh oo ddlensn
| ae paneanlvent ackive

e b s

fealn h'r:‘lh Wavkaas

lolounlcwu
|nhdlnll.,

Copy of the Paris-evening NewsMonday, September 4, 1939



The evacuation of the Mosellans In
SeptemberOctober 1939 and MayJune 1940

Browsing the many studies devoted these local sad months of 1939 and 1940, baptized the
"phoney war"”, we realize that all stories of Moaelillages beyond the adventuresy dramas of
individual famiies, thatthe routes followed are similar and have some common significant feature

First there were two waves starting by order of the French state and orchestrated by the
administration with the help of humanitarian organizations and religious congregations such as Catholics
or the Red Cross.

The departure to Vienne by residentf Sierckles-Bains.
Station in SierckesBains, September 1, 1939, the inhabitants of the locality are evacuated. The train is
crowded but these are passenger cars which take the inhabitants to Vienne and not freighhecars.
wholecantonof Sierckles-Bainsis evacuatedn early Septembet939, butnot all will havethe chance
to arrive 3 days latermsthe inhabitants oSierck or take the train tadhe samdocality.

1) The first wave started the first week of the war, September 1939, when the war Roland
started.

The initial order is given on | September, 48 hours before the start of the war, and this first wave of
evacuation ends in November 1939. According to a discretionary plan of 20 years and refined after the
construction of the Maginot Liniea 1938, it is the first villages and agglomerations situated between this
line and the Frane@erman border that must be evacuated. This is toalted "red zone".



The Maginot Line was builfor defensive purposes, works were generally ten km inside the
borders, so as not to strike outside the national territory and therefore not to appear as the aggressor. Sc
it was to evacuate all localities (mainly villages) located between these structures and boundaries with
the enemy.

A detailed plan of evacuatiocenters existed and was created for collection with a triple role:
ensuring the collection, sorting and grouping of evacuated and organize referrals to reception areas
providing in the meantime, the temporary lodging and meeting material needs of refugees

Each center was designed to accommodate thousands of people, all in coordination with the
military and prefectural services. Hagondange, Clouange, -§itrDrne, Ganchnge Richemont,
Rombas, MaizierekesMetz and Moyeuvré&rande were the centers ofitérest in the area of
Thionville, Cattenom, Metzervisse amduntry of Sierckles-Bains. It was expected thahe removal
would bedoneto the departments dtube and HauteMarnebefore the refugeesrerouted to thdinal
place of residencie the Charete andVienne.

Evacuation Family
A family in the region of Thionville anticipates its own evacuation. This is often the choice of farmers to
limit losses, except those who were evacuated in early September 1939 and were taken back. The
departure is fo the Metz region or even further the Meuse or Meudhkloselle, leaving before the
arrival of the Germans in June 1940. The scene takes place before the old garage currently in the
Gardin supermarket. Those who were motorized, but they wezediartre same. (ECPAD/France)



Despite all the detail of the plan, there were big failures, errors and omissions sometimes. The
mayors were not notified of the evacuation order of their community but a few hours before the deadline
and people had very little time prepare their backpacks and 50 kg baggage allowance per adult or 30
kg per child. It is also interesting to note that, in the collective memory, only the number of 30 kg has
been selected and it is often cited that they were children before the eMedessarily, because as a
child at the time, they remembered the 30 kg and not the 50 kg baggage allowance for their parents.

In the communities, at the first moment was disbelief (there had already been an evacuation order
after the annexation of the Satdnland by Hitler and the Munich meeting in October 1938, a quickly
canceled order), when the population ran. Over 80% of people went with the communal convoy. This
was still painful sometimes accompanied by crying. Then began the firstoineaking: wiat to do with
farm yard animals (poultry, pigs and cattle and horses especially)?

This dilemma explains why many farmers finally decided to go with the help of the community
and organized themselvesth the immediate family, ofteto the region of Metz In this case, they go
taking cattle. The horses are harnessed to the cart loaded with furniture, eatables and children of the
family. Cows follow led by a young family member. Pigs and all the small farmyard animals in contrast
are released and become masf the village streets. In some municipalities, nearly 308egieople
chose the individual solution, in others it was much less.

At the same time the inhabitants of the "red zone", many Jewish families, during the fall of 1939,
went to France's "ietior" as it was then.

Among these families, some shipped their goods by train to Vienne and some of these trains
remained in stations unattended after arrival, so they were looted and these families lost everything.

Preparation of mattresses.

At the station in Beauregard,
families with evacuees throughout
their village prepare mattresses in
order to provide a minimum of
comfort during the train ride. They
soon learned, as was often the case
that because of the shortage of rail
cars, that they will besent in
freight cars. Some were designed
for the transport of animals. Often
people concerned spoke exclusively
and improperly of the "cattle cars".
In any case they must sleep on
straw and often for a long ride
with a capricious itinerary.
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A convoy of evacuees at station Hagondange.
It is a village in the canton of Siert&sBains, whose convoy stopped at station Hagondange. This is
proof to me that the evacuation often occurred in some freight cars which were cattle cars. Here there
they are wellmarked "Men" and "Horses".

In total, the majority of the evacuated rallied to a collective solution, even farmers. It was an ordeal
for mayors and most of them managed the challenge with skill, others demonstrated a manifest
incompetence.

Most of the ime, the small livestock was abandoned in place and all the big cattle was taken to a
place agreed to in advance with the authorities in closed parks. For example, those evacuated from
Halstroff, Grindorff, Bizing left their cows at Kirsee-Luttange, theentire livestock being lost before
return. There was a veritable convoy of villagers on foot, in carts, bicycles or more rarely@ tyusk
which got under way. They headed to either the station Thionville, Beauregard or as was most often the
case diectly to the collection center for the community in the general area of Hagondange, Maizieres
lesMetz, MoyeuvreGrande, Rombas or Clouange. They used for itineraries secondary roads as main
roads were reserved for military convoys.

Thus the communes of uastroff, Rémeling and Waldwisse go with their annexes through
Metzeresche village evacuating to Hagondange and abandon carts and carriages around Fléville. Othel
villages as Rodemack, Evrange and Rouhbsyillage are trucked to the station of Hettar@ande,
through the intervention of Robert Schuman, General Counsel of the canton of Cattenom; the departure
goes directly through the collection center according to the evacuation plan.



Crossing of Hagondange in cart drawn by oxen.
Some villagedad not been sent to the collection center in a planned truck andindugheir own way
to get there. This is a frequent case for small villages in the canton -$eiBkins. Here is a family of
this cantonat Hagondange with a team drawn by oxen ows. This team must be abandoned at the
station to come up with the minimum of luggage in the train to Vienne. When it is a village that uses this
kind of vehicle you can imagine the crowd on the roads and byways.

One can easily imagine the plight ok#ie people, ordered to leave their homes in a few hours.
not knowing what to save or leave or anything. Besides, it is useless to close the houses or to completely
lock cabinets. Everything was open and looted in the weeks that followed the start, thespitsence
of border guards left behind. And looting was essentially the work of French troops and their allies,
Canadians for example in the areaKafrling-les-Sierck! the rest was often taken by dishonest people
not evacuating villages in Septbar 1939 or by some early Mosellans returning to the village, as
scouts, before the rest of the evacuees in 1940. We can thus assume that some movables suffered onl
transfers from one village to another or just one house to another within the same viltagebkemefit
of dishonest people.



Departureof Malling evacuees from the station at Clouange.
September 3, 1939 the people leave from Malling for Vienne in 3rd class cars for passengers and goods.
Confusion is visible in some of their looks as it isaaitso the unknown for an indefinite period.

Loading mattresses and stoves by the French army at Bouzonwville.
During the evacuation of civilians on requisitioned vehicles available to ensure the start of persons and
their property, which the partis to receive in Vienne. Certain regiments also improved their living
conditions with the goods of evacuees, especially when the cold first arrived at the end of October 1939.



Official ceremony in Gavisse, July 1939.
Welcoming ceremony with solemn porap civil and military authorities. Border guards at Gavisse in
1939. Robert Schuman recognizes and welcomes General Coussma@der of fortified area of
Thionville. The village is dressed like the 14th of July #wedssociations of villageand towships are
present. At the same time the civil, military and religipassonagesThese guards are reservists from

villages around the Maginot line mobilized on site and supervised by professionals from the Mobile
Republican Guard.




There were large ayuitiesaffectingthose evacuated from September to November 1939. Those
who had to go on | September ahe following days suffered the most, as was the case throughout the
canton of SierchesBains. They could not anticipate and therefore lost thempgrty, with rare
exceptions. By contrast, those who were evacuated in October had the time to take the necessary steps t
put furniture and even livestock sheltered with family or friends in the region of Metz. Only the poorest
of these communities suffed inconvenience because they did not have a cart to move their assets and
put them in a safe place.

Arriving in a few hours or several days at the center of collection, the evacueesabempg
their bulky goods and their vehicles on the spot closddostations or in the meadows close to the
station. Theywere then transported by train and readlthe departments of Charente or Vienne in four
to five days, after two or three days waiting at the collection center. The transfevasnexplained by
the number of the tracks where military trains and others had strategic priorities. The traingdofsist
evacuees in third class carriages and freight wagons including cattle carswéreegrowded, an
mostly at night and stgedmore often during the gain the shelter of a forest. The rowtes long and
sometimes very funny, some through the Paris area and others in Lyon. Sometimewetkere
inexplicable detours by northern France, for example, or stops in the wilderness for several hours
without exphlnation.

This was a test for the nerves of adults wliere not always able to read the location, the signs
being in hidden places. We were constantly in search of water (especially when one eats a snack of
smoked ham) or milk an obsession and tragedy fthers with infants. What about promiscuity and
lack of amenitiesFor the adolescenthiowever, carefree, this waan excitingtime that they @ not
considerthe severity or the challenge, the boys ewan & golden opportunity to woo more easily than
nomal the girls in the same convoy. As for the youngestast an opportunity for them to play exotic
and exciting games for hours, enjoying the dismay of parents, sometimes synonymous with laxity in
monitoring their games.

In this first wave of departure@as the Canton of Siereles-Bains, evacuated on the evening of
Friday 1 September or Saturday 2, to collection e&snprovided: Hagondange, Moyeusv&tande,
Rombas and Clouange, where a rail convoy btlie population via Lyon or Pariivisy, Poitiersand
Chatellerault. Sometimes all the inhabitants of a villagglcc not board the same train and were thus
separated. If mayors knethe department assignment from the start of the train, the final destination of
evacueesvas still negotiated as to the teuand mayors and priests strughte avoid separation of
villagers or even worse families.



Arrival of people from Siercdes-Bain at station of JaunayClan.
September 4, 1939, after only three days travel, which was little, the remova&ifrklesBains and
arrival in Vienne with baggageon a small cart.

Officials were often overwhelmed and there were huge errors in routing, rates as spectacular as 6
weeks of wandering through Champagne where the victims were residents of Blidliegymich of
Monnerenof Helling and of Veckring. Other villages as they began with carts and belongings on
September 1st but reached their assignment in October. October 11, people of Kemplich reached Latille
and Bouze having travelled by train to ArsisrAube. On October 9, those of Veckring and Budling
finished their journey at Villiers near Vienne, people of Veckring moved up to Vouillé. In the interval,
they had to traveled 300 miles in twelve days from 2 to 13 September through Moselle, Meuse, Marne
andAube with carts and belongings, and often were unwelcome and poorly fed.

After a stay of three weeks in Dampierre they forsook all their belongings and were conveyed to
Arcis-surAube and transferred by train to Vienne where they arrived inQuidber. he same thing
for the people of Monneren who got up at dawn wenthe Aube passing througMeuse and Marne.

After a few weeks they sojourned at HeikzMorupt and especially at Meisur-Seine, they sold their
belongings. They were then transportedrayntto Romillysur-Aube then around Poitiers to the locality
of Chalandray in late October 1939 and eventually Baisdry in November 1939. Analogous situation
for the people of Budling who travelled to MésyrSeine in 6 weeks, or 350 km on carts drawn
horses, then by train to Frozes in Vienne. Klang residents, meanwhile, travelled to-dlodéatne in

3 weeks which is 250 km with teams of horses or cows; much livestock died en route.



Plan for movement of evacuees in September 1939 accorditig Directive from 1 May 1938. (this
work is the reproduction research by Philippe Wilmouth in his book published in 2003)

Collection Center Commune evacuated Number of Date and hour
persons Of arrival
concerned
Moyeuvre-Grande Oudrenne 434 2nd day at 1:35
Kerling-les-Sierck 326 2nd day at 4:30
Kirschnaumen/Obernaumen 462 2nd day at 8:00
Koenigsmacker 832 1st day at 22:55
Clouange Ritzing 150 2nd day at 6:55
Sierck-les-Bains 1024 2nd day at 5:00
Rustroff 340 2nd day at 5:20
Manderen 323 2nd day at 8:15
Montenach 330 2nd day at 5:30
Hunting 210 2nd day at 4:15
Rettel 570 2nd day at 5:45
Vity-sur-Orne Berg-sur-Moselle 82 2nd day at 0:45
Gavisse 200 1st day at 22:45
Sentzich 360 1st day at 22:45
Mailing 288 2nd day at 1:15
Gandrange Apach' 510 2nd day at 6:00
Merschweiller 170 2nd day at 9:00
Kirsch-les-Sierck 252 2nd day at 6:30
Puttelange-les-Thionville 416 2nd day at 2:45
Richemont Beyren-les-Sierck 282 2nd day at 2:05
Contz-les-Bains 398 2nd day at 2:55
Haute-Kontz 308 2nd day at 4:25
Fixem 176 2nd day at 0:45

Length of stay in the collection centers should not exceed three weeksaedpected that-50
peopleshouldbe confined to a common area. The bghisild be reserved for children, the sick and the
elderly. Others must be housed mriis or attics or in common rooms, bedding made of straw.

2) Then there is the evacuation in May 1940, and in haste, for localities behind the Maginot
Line and its vicinity.

This was because of the panic from the attack of the Germans in the Ardenb@May and
their quick movement. Refugees from Belgium and Luxembourg already were cluttering the routes. The
German airplanes, mistresses of skies, were causing panic in vilagesacuated from the area of
Thionville and individual departures multipdl. It is estimated that the city of Thionville had fallen from
more than 14,000 inhabitants to less than 10,000. To explain this drop in the number of inhabitants, in
addition to these individual departures, there were also those specially mobilizeéd affdcts (eg
1940. Already as in 1939, evacuation of minors had not been reported to the interior departments of the
country, which made difficult both the maintenance of their income and the making available of decent
housing for their families). Theewish community anticipated events by visiting the interior



departments several weeks earlier (not without losing some of their property once again), which also
contributed to bringing down the number of inhabitants.
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Evacuation of a Hastroff family ofarmers.
In May 1940 began a Second wave of evacuation under the pressure of the advancing enemy troops.
Many families then anticipated an order to leave and chose a family solution and not a collective

evacuation.

Here in Hastroff, next to Inglang#is is the case of the Klein family and their neighbors. This solution
avoided abandoning the cattle, whigbas taken care of by security in the Metz area and did not
evacuate to the area of the Meuse, and enabled them to take their most valuablesfurnitur

We then evacuated the localities near Thionville, with the same delay, veryashor§eptember
1939. This time it is the departments to HaMt@rne, Saonet-Loire, Cote d'Or or even Aér which



must accommodate the refugees. The Germans aralyltea steps from the Maginot Line from
Auduntle-Tiche up to Bouzonville through Kerlidgs-Sierck. Many families expect an almost certain
evacuation and drawing the lessons of what happened in September 1939, put their most precious
possessions at theadter. The authorities also react differently.

Thus, a person in the family, a teenager generally, will remain in the village to lead the horses on
the day agreed to a meeting place a day or two later, the same operation takes place for cattle. This will
avoid traffic congestion for trucks and buses to evacuating the residents. Yet even then these animals
will be lostor shot by the soldiers. The Petain regime or the German authorities most oftendiegtlace
least partially, livestock lost in 1940 or 194 war reparations. There will be some, anith a great
fanfare of publicity, distribution of plows and machinery to livestock farmers, from the Germans, in the
fall of 1940.

The vicinity of the station Beauregard in May 1940.
During the evacuatio of the villages on the Maginot Line in May 1940, disorder and distress prevail.
All rolling stock, buses, trucks, vansgre used to motivate people to evacuate the station. In some
villages, however, they must fend for themselves.
Beauregard Station anitk surroundingsvere constantly crowded with buses, trucks and evacuees with
their luggage. Agents of the Red Cross take care of young children as they leave the bus. Soldiers are
storing luggage and bedding along the tracks. (ECPAD / France)



Onthe 10 and 11 May 1940, all that remained in Aumetz was evacuated then the other cantons left
in turn in the following days. Residents of Koeking, Garche, BHsse or Elzange arrived on May 17
at Clouange, Rosselange or Moyeuvre while Thionwllas evacated on 19 and 20 May 1940.
Evacuationsvere held at night because of the possible attacks of enemy aircraft. Finally, columns of
refugees in turn fé the stations Hagondange, Rombas, Rosselange, Clouange;sisiyne,
MoyeuvreGrande and MoyeuvsBette. Sometimes villages had a chance to entrain them very close to
home, like the inhabitants of Boust or Zoufftgen and Hetta&®igade which were evacuated to Vienne.
Again a large minority choose to leave on their own to save more goods, collecteccamwos and
moved towards the Departments of Moselle, Meuse and Meettteselle. In some villages a
majority that rejected the collective solution, disengaged and rallied friends or acquaintances to the
Meuse. For example, there are only 80 people frarcke to evacuate and only 30 from Koeking. At
Buding no farmer left with the convoy of villagers on Friday, May 17, 1940. Most of them went to
PagnysurMoselle or Thiaucourt by their own means, taking horses and cows. Even the mayor was in
the number and was his assistant who accompanied the 120 that was evacuated from the station at
HombourgBudange for departure to La Palisse in the Allier and stayed near Montaigketez. The
village that was just deserted, was soon looted by franotiish trops encamped nearby. Stolen
victuals gave rise to a binge for several days before the movable property was carried away by the
departing troops.



A crowd during the second wave evacuation of Thionville.
Under the supervision of French troops, trying t@inc helpless civilians, they embark adults and
children with their luggage and Gas masks on their shoulders. In lines formed for leaving to Cote d'Or
or HauteSaone. They feel much fear of not being allowed on the train as the car seems full and they
scranble to get in. (ECPAD / France)

This was done in the confusion of the second wave starting with the German troops on their heels.
Several localities remagd blocked from the collection center for over a week or there dispersed in
different convoysAlong the way, many of the evacuatedntto the Department of Cote d'Or, not to
Vienne, as originally planned. We also note that the inhabitants of Thionville, embedded in seven
different trains from the Beauregard station, are separated: the neight®rob St Pierre and of
Beauregard find themselves near Rochefort, in the Department of Chistanitiene (it was called
Charentelnférieure) and other areas in Céte d'Or. Normally Thionville and Béstewould have to
go through Moyeuvre, but the traimsere routed directly to Metz train station and the evacuess
housed in barracks, before their departure to centers planned for their temporary stay. Residents of the
neighborhoods of Koeking and Garche on the other hand, evacuated May 17, were dadkier
regrouped safely south of Dijon May 27, 1940. Soon, the railway line between Thionville and Metz is
cut off at Uckange, which reduced the evacuations.

Despite the panic in surrounding areas, note another example of the absurd rigidity of the Directors
of Yutz in evacuating Basséutz and not Haut&'utz. Some residents of these localities lived long on
the same street that separates the two municipalities and the area evacuated was limited. Many
inhabitants of Haut&'utz took refuge by their own means the city of Metz. The French authorities



had still to resolve evacuation from the combat zone the last inhabitants of Upper Yutz, 14 June 1940. As
for the population of Basséutz, evacuated May 20, 1940, they went to host villages of the Cote d'Or

and S6neet-Loire.

The distress of the evacuated.
Leaning on the army and the presence of officials of the Red Cross, there are harrowing scenes. Here,
this soldier waits for the mother of the baby to return with it in his arms. No doubt she is lawking f
milk for her infant, a crucial problem to solve due to evacuation in a hurry. In addition they often had to
abandon part of the baggage on site. Toys, the most valuable to young children were often the victims of
these drastic choices imposed by théatrities. (ECPAD / France)




Not only had they to be evacuated in haste, Mosellans from 92 municipalities, but also manage
refugees from Luxembourg between 10 and 15 May 1940. Some were motorized but the majority were
in carts, bicycles or on foot, atitey had to move also to Céte d'Or.

My parents were part of the second wave with their village of Cattenom. Both paternal and
maternal, nobody anticipated events. Their fate, however, was very different and perfectly illustrates the
disparity of treatmerdnd differences in losses.

Train stop at Station in Champigneulies, evacuees from Cattenom.
Even in 1940, the families have no means of personal transportation had no alternative but to wait and
follow the evacuation order for their village. This tletcase othe small village half of Cattenom
evacuated to Cote d'Or. Several families of the village are recognized the families Steinmetz, Paradeis,
Pissinger, Boui, Star, Jaeger and Nennig.

My mother's family had planned their departure, May 11, 1Béfre the one organized by the
municipality. While leaving by their own means, as most farmers of the commune, they gave up any
allowance as a result.

The daily 10 francs per adult and 6 francs per child were indeed reserved for those evacuated by
the Fench administration. The Weiller family gained Uckange with a cart drawn by cows and with
accumulated food and provisions, furniture, effects, clothing and other personal objects. The old cart
was followed by the working cows. The journey lasted a daiynbtwithout having suffered an air
attack near the railway station at Uckange (this is the misfortune of being in the wrong place at the
wrong time). After two or three days of haltirigey started for Woippy wherthey had to stop almost a
week, cows wth bleeding feet. The reception was excellent from the company Moitrier, a food canner,
which housed the whole family, seven people, during this week, in a sort of large meadow. They offered



them shelter in the same house, inhabited only by women ofatindyf the men having been
conscripted by the French army. Then an uncle came from Gorze to get my grandmother and her
children while my grandfather was waiting for the cows to heal then went to Gorze authaimest of

the family.

My father's family,composed of a widow with five children, two still receiving schooling, had no
other choice but to leave with the convoy organized by the municipality, as about half of the people in
the village. The departure for Clouange was organized in May by the rmagahe secretary of City
Hall who did their best, also a teacher, and trucks of all sizes took the people to Clouange. Arriving in
the evening, they passed the night on straw prepared in the community hall of the locality. The next day
they had to abandamost of the luggage carts and other vehicles and most bicycles. Then the train with
passenger cars and not cattle, travelled to the Cote d'Or with forced stops and lengths. Half of the
inhabitants of Cattenom were directed to Reneve, the other party¢o \Bleere the reception was quite
cold because evidently, nobody had really prepared for their arrival. Things however became normalized
and their stay went well from May to August 1940. Compensation paid allowed them to live with the
extra small jobs nadeclared. On return, there was nothing or almost nothing in the family home.

3) The more complex cases

Among the unusual situations that are difficult to classify, there is the case of mining communities
such as VolmerangesMines, Escherang®lolvange,Entrange or Hettang@&rande. The evacuation of
residents is complex to study as there are individual cases and the fate of the mining towns should be
distinguished from the villages themselves.

For cities, miners, often Italians or Poles are specialsiswere needed and who were given a
special assignment.

Badges of fortress troops.






Example of Trust in Yutz.
In several locations such as mining towns or those with specialized workshops as Yutz City, there were
evacuations at several timeBirst, early departures with a special assignment for miners, steel and
railway workers. Often the rest of the population waited months for their turn to evacuate. Here workers
in Yutz railway workshops were sent to Bordeaux in September 1939 whiéstlué the area was not
evacuated at that time. It was not until May 1940 that the rest of Badgereceived the order to
evacuate even if a significant portion of the population had already anticipated the departure date.

In September 1939 transferrirg number of them to another area and their movement was
accomplished. Others remained in place. It depended if the mine ceased working or not. Thus at the
VolmerangelesMines, the work ceased in September 1939 while it continued until May 1940 at
HettangeGrande, which means two different treatments for miners. These were either maintained on
site at Hettang&rande, for special coal affected collieries in the North or dispersed to several mining
sites in the Massif Central region of Lyon or the Pyreng&bgre is even the case that the French
government conscripted or pressured some Polish to join a Polish Corps to assist the troops of the
Maginot Line. This battalion also valiantly fought near Léning, Puttelangeac and Dieuze in June
1940. | must sayhat the Polish army was reconstituted at Coétquidan at the end of 1939 with soldiers
and officers of Polish nationality living in France who were able to flee their country and join. In May
1940, the 1st Division of Polish grenadiers, with more than 06p9€n, was organized in Moselle, the
Saar and the defense of the Maginot Line.

As the villagers themselves, some from Volmeralegéviines, were evacuated in September 1939
while others left in May 1940. This was the case of Entrange, evacuated to tde-Pomye instead of
Vienne (Champignye-Sec and Varennes) or Chareimérieure (Bourcefranc) as expected. This was
also the case of Hettan@g&ande, delivered mostly to the Cote d'Or in May 1940, when a small portion
had already been evacuated in Septnil939 to Vienne.



Many families, anticipating the general evacuation order given after May 10, 1@4Bgehaselves
organized evacuation to the Meuse or Meudhbloselle. Sometimes, in extreme emergency, some
people did not go very far, as at Lommerarmy Algrange or before the German advance and fighting
around the forts of the Maginot Line. We better measure the diversity of situations and uneven trauma.
The people were on the alert since the fall of 1939 and their worry turned to panic when #gheliss
fell on communities in May 1940. Their evacuation rather resembled a flood.

With the victory and the German occupatighe situation wa equally complex. The military
discovered, on the return of the population, the different scenarios they fanedg the Italians, they
realized that some came to the Moselle to escape the fascist regime and others were supporters o
Mussolini. Obviously the two categories were not treated the same way.

It was the same with the Polish. Some were born before ibt9idat was then German Poland and
had German nationality and even military decorations for bravery during the First World War. Others
had left Poland after 1918 with free Polish nationality ameére anttGerman.Again two different
treatments we reservd for them. Finally, theravere those of Italian and Polish origin whodha
acquired French citizenship but whoutd not be treated as the Mosellan strain. In short, a beautiful
puzzle for an occupier concerned with clarifying the status of individuat§oBthe Gemans, the most
important thing wa to get a skilled workforce to work the active mines, they exer@aseertain
pragmatism in dealing with individual cases.

The plan for the movement of municipalities evacuated in May 1940 according to therective of
May 1, 1938. (this work is a reproduction of Philippe Wilmouth research published in his book in
2003).

Collection center Municipality Number of
evacuated people
MoyeuvrePetite Thionville 1000
MoyeuvreGrande Thionville 10000
Rosselange BasseYutz 6000
Clouange HettangeGrande 1200
Cattenom 970
BasseHam 660
Vitry-surOrne Elzange 130
Inglange 180
Valmestroff 110
Tianjin 420
Koeking 230
HettangeGrande 600

They were expected to evacuate the military cantonments and store food f@adhees.



4) In total we evacuated more than 300,000 Mosellans, close to half the population of the
department.

Evacuees from SierckesBains to Vienne.
Solidarity was at least for the first few days after arrival. They worked to prepare meals omtoamit
are common facts.

Between Friday 1 September 1939 and November 1939, an estimated 210,000 Mosellans, from

214 municipalities were evacuated. Approximately 100,000 left to the Charente, 84,000 to Vienne, the
rest to the Aube, Hautlarne, the Cote @r and to other departments. It should be remembered except
for miners who had been dispatched to thed®Salais, where they underwent a second exodus, to the
Pyrénées.

Over 50 communisés in the region of Thionville weraffected by this first wave, st of which
were completed in miDctober. They belong to the cantons Cattenom, Aumetz, Metzervisse,
Bouzonville and Sierckes-Bains

For the district of Thionville, 127,000 civilians have been displaced, nearly 22,000 pewple f
what was then the camt®f Thionville, almost 6,000-ém the canton of Cattenom and a little more than
8,000 from Metzervisse. Those evacuated remained in their home town until August, sometimes until
October 1940, others did not return to Moselle at the end of the war. Beksiday, May 10 and
Monday, May 27, 1940, approximately 93,000 additiomeie evacuated from 92 other municipalities
(including 42 from the districof Thionville) wee added to the first contingent. In total, 68 of the 73
municipalities of the district are affected, about 148,000 people, 60 in September and October 1939
and 15 May 1940, except for special assignments.



Two families from Cattenom
Stayed in Reneve in Cote d'Or
between May and August

1940.

The Paradeis Family in full
force with severallotin family
members before their housing
with their affects.

Housing for the family of Paradeis at Renéve.

There were still some localities evacuated to Charente, to Vienna or theSeeres, but it was
mainly the departments of Hatdltdarne, Sane-et-Loire, Cbéte d'Or, which received the bulk of new
refugees. There were also a few isolated cases shipped to Allier or to other departments such as the
Massif Central or Corréze. Often, people had been transported to other localities than thdge initial
provided for by the plan of 1938, as Bastam to Cote d'Or instead of Chieé+Montreuil and Cis&to
Vienne, Garche and Viévigne to Cote d'Or. But instead of Cuhon and Massognes to Vienne or Cattenom



to the Cote d'Qrinstead of Lencloitre and @&y to Vienne. Others were not evacuated as Kuntzig or
Luttange, others could not be as Distroff.

Several localities included in this second wave of departures were back in Niogeilg 1940 as
BasseYutz for example. Others returning in early August, anehehose who remained evacuated until
September 1940 were often repatriated to villages before the first wave. Indeed, their abode was closer
to the Moselle, repatriation was therefore easier to organize once rail traffic was restored.

In each village, tare were early returnees, through byways, from some homes who were brave or
unaware of the danger. Farmers were the first to return, sometimes a whole month before the other
villagers. They had indeed chosen to leave individually and stayed in Metz.\ByA3dl they put their
house in order before the return of others but | can imagine their strange feeling entering a deserted
village.

In total it is estimated that 45% of the total population of the department were evacuated, more
than in Alsace (1/3 only)in all 764,000 Mosellans and Alsacians had to leave their locality. From
French statistics there were 300 municipalities of Mosellans and 302,732 inhabitants. The Germans
published in 1941, slightly different figures, citing 301 municipalities and 304jf@itabitants but their
publication is accompanied by propaganda, stressing the importance of routing errors and the looting
doneby French troops.

Families Kleffer and Beving of Beyrettes-Slerck in La Badiniére.
In Vienne carefree children haveund the usual games with backyard animals and do not consent to
war.



Dock at the Beaumont, La Tricherie station in August 1940.
Returning residents to Halstroff @rindorff and Bizing after a stay of 11 months in Vienne. Many bring
a bicycle puchased with savings since many had found employment.

Returning Mosellan inhabitants of Cattenom.
Arrival in front of the station of Dijon, late August 1940, a portion of the evacuated from Cattenom that
are preparing to take the train to Thionville.fiont we recognize Margot Paradeis..



Return of the village of Basselam in August 1940
Since May 1940 a lot of people staying in Béa€ h at e | i n Ctte dbébor are g
square of the village with their luggage while waiting taitibthe trucks designed for men and luggage
to load and drive to the station in Dijon. Then back via train to Thionville and then again by bus and
truck to Bassédam.

5) Summary Table of Commune evacuees with dates and locations of evacuation and return.
(This work owes much to the research of the Abbe Dicop, Henri Hiegel and Philippe Wilmouth, all
supplemented by my own research)

To find the exact dates of departure and especially those of returning, we had to consult both

* Monographs devoted to a piartlar locality,

* Synthesis work already published on the subject,

* When the municipal archives have preserved traces of the event,
* Departmental archives

and more meetings with actors of the era to compare the opinions and confront memories.

The fraity of human memory here and there was very quickly realized, despite the precautions
taken and the checks carried out, theretheminaccuracies and errors of a few days. There are also
differences between what was planned and what actually happenedalygin May 1940 and it was a
mess and several planned evacuations were canceled.



