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INTRODUCT ION

As the month opened, the Division was holding a 50 kilometerifront
along the Czech bordcer from SCHONBACK (UBB69) on the right to just
E of SCHONAU (P5207) on the left. The 90th's role was temporarily
defensive to hold the German forces in Czechoslovakia and prevent
their debouchment into the Redoubt Area. Enemy forces confronting
the 90th Division included the 1lth Panzer Division end miscellane-
ous units including Hitler Youth and $S Troops.

On the left of the 90th Div was the U. 3. 97th Inf Div. This unit
was sideslipping S snd preparin~ to take over part of the 358th Inf
area. On the 90th'eg right, 2d Jav Gp was assembling to capture the
REGEM PASS.

April had closed with 358th and 359th Inf meking a limited objective
attack to pinch out a large wcoded section on the left of the Div
sector., This attack was not quite concluded. Fighting was not easy
in the densel -ooded hills which msrked the Uzech border. 34 Bn
358th Inf was halted ¢t CAPARVICE (P6603). 2d Bn 358th Inf on the
right was somewhere 3 of there and out of contact. Both Bns were
trying to gain the edge of the woods near KLENEZC (P6705) and CHODOV
(P6903). 1lst 2n on the regimental left wes refusing the flank while
awaiting relief by the 97th Inf Viv.

350th Inf's 3d Bn was halted just N of C KUBICE (U7198) prepared to
resume its attack to capture BABYLON (P7100) and PAREZOV (P7101).
Fhe other two Bns were holding a NV/-SE line just beyond FURTH -
(U7091) . with 1st Bn on the left and 2d Bu on the right.

557th Inf had its 3d Bn in mobile Division Reserve st ARNSCHWANG
(U6987) prepared for immediate employment. lst Bn was holding the
regimental (and Division)right flank. 2d Bn had Co F employed be~
tween ths lst Bu snd 350th Inf. The rest of 2d Bn were located
vicinity of HOHENVARTH (U7880).
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1 Max 1942

556th Inf - Shortly after midnight radio contact was reestablished

with 2d Bn and their position definitely established. . E and G Cos
were at the edge of the woods with Co G on the right. F Co was at
PEC SMOLNA (P6901).

At 0800 both 2d and 3d Bns resumed the attacks. Opposition was
light as 3d Bn took LLENZC while 2d Bn cleared CHODOV in mid-morn~
ing. With the objective taken, 3d Bn relieved 2d Bn. The latter
returned to vicinity of AST (US698). K Co remained at KLENEC, I

Co occupied CHODOV (P6903) with a platoon at PEC SMOLNA. L Co went
to SOFPIENHUTTE (P6402), :

Meanwhile lst Bn was being relieved by passage of elements of the
97th Inf Div. Following this the Bn set out to clear the regi-
mental left flank. By 1700 B Co hed captured VALTIROV (P6309) and
Co A occupied N POSTREKOV (P6506).

259th _Inf ~ 3d Bn continued ite attack at 0800 with strong combat
patrols. K Co reached PAREZOV at 1020. lst Bn designated GCo C to
clear the woods E.of OCHSENWEID (U7494). 2d Bn improved their
positions and patrolled to the E. :

90th Ren Tr - maintainsd active patrols along the Division front.

Div FM # 90 established a revised defensive zone in view of the
pending relief of 358th Inf by elements of 2d Inf Div, lst Army who
vere to move in on the left. A new OPLR and MLR were established
end 350th and 357th Infs were directed to clear to and hold the new
lines The intra-regimental boundary required the relief of elements
of 2d Bn 350th Inf by 357th Inf. 3d Bn 357th Inf in Division Rew
gerve was to be released to the regiment as soon as 358th Inf could
be assembled in Division Reserve Tollowing its relief. 9O0th Ren Tr
was ordered to maintain contact with the enemy from MAXOV (U7696)

to BYRSOV (U8405) with no advance ¥ of 97 grid line.

257th Inf - As 42d Cav Sq moved up on the Div right flank, 2d Bn
257th Inf moved down the valley to the vicinity of LOHBERG (U9178)
to tie in. This seme action freed the lst 3n which assembled at
KOTZING (U7377) after the Cavalry was disposed. Before being re~
lieved, lst Bn captured a German General reported by civilians to
be in the area. As 3d Bn was still in Division Reserve, it was
decided to use AT Co and part of lst Bn temporarily to relieve
those elements of 24 Bn 359th Inf in the néew zone of 357th Inf as
outlined in Div FM i+ 90.

2 YMay 1945

- 259th Inf - lst Bn moved through the 3d to continue the attack to
the . 3d Bn combed the woods to the ¥ after which they reverted
to Divieion Reserve in vicinity of FURTH. 2d Bn on right started
early and encountered heavy mortar and artillery fire as they '
neared VSERUBY. The Bn Arty Ln Officer and his party were captured
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on Hill 505 (U8093) when tﬁéy moved out'ahead‘of the'infantry.

1st Bn's progress was very slow. The woods was thick with foliage
and Hitler Youth slithered like chameleons acroge their front,
firing, disappearing, then firing agaln elsewnere. Finally F Co
vas sent to helo out. . :

The 2d Div unit after rellev1ﬁg 558th Inf did not come shreast on
the left. 3d Bn 55>th Inf' wes therefore left in place to cover
e M Plank.

By nightfall the regiment was on the mew line in the center but

both Flanks tepered back. Plans were made to complete the operation
in the morning. Late that night Diviesion phoned that 2d Inf Div
would comnence to relieve the regiment on the morrow.

357th Inf - AT Co had relieved the § part of E Co. B Co now com-
pleted relief of the N part. ILiivigion ordered another Co sent to
RITTSTSIG (UB685) and Co A wae assigned this mission.

33 Bn was released to regiment at 175C and they immediately began
to relieve lst Bn; finishing by 2045, 1lst Bn wes assembled in vici-
nity of ARRACH (U8279) by 2245.

QQSth Inf - During the day tﬁc regiment was relieved by the 38th
Inf, 2d Inf Div and assembled as Division Reserve 3 miles NE of CHAM.

3 May 1945

359th Inf -"lst Bn pushed out to its objective at 1015. Then all
offensive action ceased. The mayor of VSERUBY surrendered his town
as German troops had-left the previous night. 386th Inf, 2d Div re-
lieved 1lst and 3d Bns while 9th Inf, 2d Div prepsred to relieve 24
Bn the following morning. E and F Cos were assembled with G hold-
ing the line until the relief could be accomplished. The regiment
minus 2d Bn sssembled vicinity KOTZING.

357th Inf - Using 3d Bn on the right and 2d Bn on the left, the
regiment warched across the Ozech border without resistance and
established on the CPLR. Division notified them to expect relief
next day by elements of the 2¢ Div and to assemble vicinity of
VIETACH (U7566). 4t 1830, 30 eneny attacked elements of Co I at
TREMLOVSKY (U9L86) and knocked out one TD with a Panzerfeust. 6
eneny were killed and two csvtured. One TD man was injured. No
other casualties were suffered.

558th Inf - Remained in Division Reserve. 1st Bn changed areas in
‘mid-afternoon to vieinity KOLLI3URG (U7462) closing at 1900.

-
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AT THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN TOWN OF
VSERUBY... GENERAL EARNEST DICTATES
TERMS TO0 THE ELITE GERMAN UNIT!'3§

COMMANDING GENERAL, WENDT WEITERSHEIM.
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% May 1945

Corps had ordered the entire Division to assemble in reserve in a
larze goose—egg around VIETLCH (U7566). Several happenings in-
tervened to change these plans, For one, the 1lth Panzer Div
surrendered enmasse. Tor snother, late at night, Division was
ordered to use one ROT to seize and clear REGEN PASS on 5 May for
s combat command of the 4%th Arm’ Div which was to spearhead an
attack to the E towards PRAGUE.

2d Cav Gp was having considereble trouble in moving through the
thick woods. 003 students were putting up fanatical resistance.
During the day one platoon of cavalry was cut off and wiped oute
Thie incident was to have ite repercussions for the 90th.

- 359th Inf -~ Shortly afcer daylight, the G=4 of 1lth Panzer Div
entered the lines of Co G 359th Inf under a white flag with a view
to unconditional surrender. He was blindfolded and taken to the
Division CP at CHAM where the surrender was arranged.

The enemy unit would come in by two routes -- one through VSERUBY
(UB19%) and the other through RITTSTEIG (UB585) -~ begimning at
1700. Preceding the troops at 1600 would be the CG end his staff
who vere to quarter and administer their own troops in two assembly
areas vicinity KOTZING.

The rest of 2d Bn 359th Inf was sent back to their old location to
receive the surrender. 3d Bn was directed to take charge of the
group coming through RITTSTEIG. Both Bns established small arms
collecting points at the place of entry into our lines and posted
gusrds on the routes to the bivouac areas. 0o D 712th' Tk Bn was
attached to 2d 3n Por perimeter guard.at their assembly area.

90th Ren Tr was attached to 3d Bn for perimeter guard. 204th Engrs
established a water point at esch bivouac area. Cub planes were
vsed to sight the approach oi' the surrendering units. Snemy wounded
wers evacusbtad through medical channels and sent to Geriman hospitals.

At 1600 General von Weitersheim, CG of the 1lth Panzer Division,
came in and was met by General _arnest, CG of the 90th Division,
at VSTRURY. The terms of unco: .itional surrender were confirmed.
The columns started coming in et 1700 and continued throughout the
night.

357th Inf - The regiment assembled in its portion of the Div. assembly
area snd awai. 1 orders. These cemr at 2105B when Division notified
regiment of tue mission received from Corps: Beginning at daylight
one ROT to clear the way for 4th Armd through the pass at MESTYS-
7ELEZINA~RUDA (QOOT4).

2d Cav Sq would screen on the left flank.

....5..
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- Tha reglm nt conLAnued in Dlvialea ﬁeaerve. Tha balance

Early mornzng broughﬁ Gorps Op&rataomal Dir&ctivs ﬁ ll5 Thé fﬁll
~ mission assigy Othfin, DlV Waea '

elements of At,, : ' o
Remamnder of Division tc Pollow clmsely armd Blom@ﬂtSp clear~
ing enemy along route.,g,: , ,
d, Protect Corps left Flank N of Oavalry screenn,"
Reconnaissance elements only crogs line fipt sxcept on Garps
erdera (Phase Line D was set as the road from PILSEN (LO642), LNARE
(L3713) and PISEX (Q6508)

557th Inf - As thp gitustion in the new area wes none too clear, and
was marked the previous day by heavy fighting by the Cavalry, a re-
conneissance party including the regimental 0, S=3, and Bn command-
ers et 0500 preceded the motor column to determine the Pinal entruck-
ing point.

lst Bn moved st 0630, 3d Bn et 0730 and 2d Bn at 0815. The column
went through ZWIESEL (QO161) then I t»wough EISENSTLZIN (U9872) and
MESTYS-ZELEZNA-RUDA (QOOT4).

lst Bn detrucked e half mile from the road junction (QO377) NW of
MESTYS end ad: aced on foot some 30C0 yards on the other side. By
mid-morning they had eztablished their blocks. Co G on the right
was anchored at ST BRUNST (Q0580) and cut the msin road. B Co held
the center while A4 Co occupied the lePt flank achaloned slxghtly
benin& Co B,

3d Bn detrucked at the junction, marched to ST BRUNST and attacked
down the ridge to the SE. Gos I and K advanced abreast with I on
the le?t. The reserve Co followed Co I on the open flank. :
ZHURI (QO??Q) ceme catnstrophe. As has been painted out, the
situation was fluid, and seeing two M8s =nd jeeps in the town, the
compeny approsched boldly. But instead of friendly Oav&lry, Pana»
tical Germen OCS held possession of the vehicles which had been
ceptured from the platoon of Cavalry embushed the day before. As

il
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. One platoon of Co I  inte the two
 fire as other enemy blazed awey with emall
 Were killed and ten woundedi Embit*ere by
late in the war, the company clased on the t
: artlllary fire and wiped out the opposltion
24 anemy were la?t-dagd“gndg?éfcapt red.,

. : Was na fﬁrther uppoaltlcn
- ngaatlve w1th Go L at BOLEJSI (01481),and K
. ,‘lv'a -

:,'Whila f;“
- 2d Ba

they ,rbpped of? Co E.,

Cos F and,
MAﬁIGEe; .

At 1400 2d Gay relzeved lst Bu of 1%8 blocklﬂg missxaa; A o movad |
to ZHURI, B Co to ST HUTE while G remalned at ST BRUNST. The day's
operatlons ended at 2100, - ;j, .

Plans for mornlnp cantemplated 1st and 2d an taklng up hhe attaak
which would pinch out the 5&. Thls ‘Bn after elesrlng the nearby
woods would aamsemble in reaerve. -

ﬁigth Inf = After talkmng to Oorps in late mornmng, the Div Gammander
ordered 358th Inf to move at once to an assembly ares vmclnlty of
GLASERWALD (¢ 277) prepared to go thru 357th Inf or attack to the N.
Corps sent a truck Co to transport the ‘regiment whlch closed in 1ts
area at 2230,

559th Inf ~ Throughout the night the processxon of 1llth Panzer Div
continued. By agreement with 2d Inf Div, 1ights wWere allowed to
expedite movement. The German vehicles were in a snrry stata. Many
were in trouble or without gas end had to be towed 1ny/?g '

however, the Germsn fuaﬁ trocpa weru het '

roa&s to the assemﬁly‘ ~ ~

At davilght tna left column was
areas troops and vehicles st ag,

1 da.v with the lest element
arrlvf g abavt 1?5 f ... *ﬁ”f*ﬁf .

The entiwé ?egiment wes assigned the mission cf handling the sur»;“
rendered unit. Vehicles were categorlzed end pooled. Ration damps
were eatablished from the supplies carried by‘ﬁhe Panzer D1v151anv
Interior German guards were arranged and & permmeter of Americen

gusrdeg establlsheda A count vas taken of personnal and. equlpment. .

. 7»
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‘xméghark i Taes
, 5 TDB (Mark IV chass;s & Mark v guna)f

105mm Howitzers

2 75mm AT guns -
14 20mm AA guns (single mount)
2 20mm AA guns (multiple mount)

be Personnel o
110 PGR: 4% 0s, 345 NCOs, 959 o
119 PR (ke): 35 0s, 250 NGOz, 644 EM
15 PZR: 39 0s, 506 NCOs, 955 EM
Ren Bn: 18 Os, 154 NC2s, 426 EM
Sig Bn: 10 0s, 62 NCOs, 210 EM.
Engr Bn: 14 0s, 48 NCOs, 245 oM
‘Field Res Bn: 25 0s, 168 NCOs, 463 M
Supply Trains: 18 0s, 115 NCOs, 602 EM
Medi~ sl Bn: 25 Os, 65 NCOs, 320 EM ’
GRAND TOTAL: 9,050

Although obv1o¢sly short of armor and artxllery, the strength of
the unit came as a surprise. Previous estimates had set the figure
at 1500 ~ 3500 total,

These Pigures raised the Division to@al of prlsonbra captured tc .
over BOZOOO tanks captured or destroyed to g 1 and SP guns capw i
tured or destroyed to 195. o , o

v At 2250 Division notlfled 350th Inf to be prepared to move to the
vzclnlty of NYRSKO (U9290) sometime the next day. '

DIVlleﬂ cP opened ot ZWIESEL (QO161) at,l5§OB.
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In the adjacent units, 2d Oav Sq had swept up to KLATOVY (L0203)
where they captured 1500 PeW. 42d Cav 8q was still committed 8
8 wboded,afEab,»,, o

of the 90th cleaning en extensiv
On the left 2d Inf Div hed resched DESENICE (U9589).

On the Pight 5th Inf Div were having trouble in their wooded sector
and had not come abreast of the Q0th. - '

6 May 1945

Corps ordered 4th Armd Div to start rdliing'atH060OB;  COB was to
pass through the 90th'whilewCCA'WOuldfdebduchnﬁhrough the 5th Inf

Div., The objective was PRAGUE.

The day's objective for the Division was a genéral line marked
roughly by a road from STRAZOV (Q0092), PICH (Q1386) snd KASPERSKE
HORY (Q2477). |

207th Inf ~ lst and 3d Bns moved sbreast at 0750, Opposition was
light and both Bns were on the phase line hy 1130. At PICH lst Bn
freed 400 British PsW. Further movement was held up until the 4th
Armd had passed through.as they had road priority and supporting
artillery could not displace. By mid~afternoon, however, the road
was clear. The artillery readjusted and the advance continued with~
out opposition. Torward elements halted at MOKROSUKY (Q1590) Co B;
LESISCN (Ql690) Co C; ZIKOV (Ql586) Co E; and OLSOVKA (Q1785) Co G.
3d Bn assembled near TESOV (Q1481). Some 900 prisoners were gathered
up. A few snipers were active in the area as Div MP was killed near
DOBRA VODA. '

358th Inf ~ 2d Bn drove E and captured bridges across the OTAVA
River and REJSTEJN (Q2176). 34 Bn circled on their right and headed
SE, E and NE to capture KASPERSKE HORY. They met some oppostion

at several small towns enroute. Over 1100 prisoners were taken .-
mostly voluntary surrenders. -

299th Inf - The regiment moved at 1500 by way of HAIBUHL (U8380),
RITTSTEIG (UB685), NYRSKO (U9201) and STRAZOV (QO092). 1lst Bn
remained here while 2d and 3d Bns assembled vicinity of VITEN
(QO191). Plans were laid for attack to the N and NE using lst and
2d Bns with 7. in reserve. g ,

7 May 1945

Though not unexpected, the end came abruptly. Scarcely had the
three regiments moved out in attack when Corps called %o stop all
forward movement. Later in the morning by TWX came the memorable

;.9....
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Followxng recaxpt of %he ahova, a general defensive position Was .
outlined and troops readgustéd to comply. Division CP cros: ,
Bohemian border to open at SUSICE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA (Q2086) at 15108.
Units sent patrols two miles to thelr front., By nightfall Div was
redisposed with all three regiments on line gemerally along the road
‘SE out of KLATOVY (L0303) to STRIBRNE HORY (Q2197) then bending from
HRADESICE (Q2597) to RABI (Q2792) to HILLS 739 (Q3084), 738 (03283)
and 844 (Q3461). Several 357th Inf men previously captured st BEAU
COUDRAY in July were recaptured. 2d Cav Gp recovered the Arty Bn

Ln Officer recently lost by 359th Inf.

The last shot of the war in the Division was flred thie day by 'a
BAR men in K Co, 358th Inf. Between 1100 and 11%0 he fired 40
rounds st enemy 1nfantry in the woods at 82779. .

8 Mey 1945 . - e

"%1 ;
This was a day of waiting, of rcoumulating Psw, and of préparatgona
for the post war phase of occu:atlanal duty. - ; 1 R\\'

~»,17Ma; »194 '

Although operetions officlally ceasedeﬁxOOClB‘ unita af t,eggath
Div remained -n line for several ds/s as rather an anti-climax,
On the 10th, _58th Inf with Z44th and 545th FA Bns were moved
forward to the restraining line between NEPOMUK (L2315). and LNARE
(L5715) when it appeareﬁ that Germen and White Russien trmopa,
' compresaed between the American snd Rugsisn forces, might try to

force an exit into the American Zone. By agreamanﬁ ‘of higher
‘headquarters the trapped German soldiers were Ru531an prisoners.

% 10 -
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9 - 17 ey 105 (Cont'd)

The other two reglmemts were placed on 1 hour alert to assist if
needed, but remained in place. The sizeable German units approach-
ing were kept under control and no flvktlnv enaued although amall
units and individuals attempting %o 1nf11trate caused some haraps~—
ment o , S

Patrols from 357th Inf and 559*h Inf ranvlnv fas sut in front of
the lines with orders to contact the Russlans made contect in the
afternoon of the 10th with elements in canﬁaot with the,&th Armd Dlva

On the 14th 358th Inf was relieved by 2d Cav Gp. Corps ordered Div.
to move to occupstional ares vicinity WEIDEN, GERMANY. V Corps
would take over the present srea. The Division Artlllerj began
immediate move to its new ares occupying the Xries of BURuLENGENFELD
and NEUNBURG. On the 15th, 357th Inf, 558th Inf and Division CP
noved to their mccupat1onal,areasa The 357th Inf with 775rxd TD Bn

o attached set up in Kreia KEMNATH, TIRSCHENREUTH end NEUSTADT. 35Eth

. Inf with 557th AsA Bn sttached, Dccupled Kreis NABBURG, OBERVIETACH,

4 VOHENSTRAUSS and WALDMUNCHEN, Division CP openéd at WWIDWW which
was exclusive to 357th Inf, ot 14158, ~ .

On the 16th, 770th Inf with 712th Tk Bn motored to their occupetion~
al areas: - Kreis AMBERG, SULZ3ACH~ROSENBERG and ESCHSNBACH,

On the 17th May last elements of the Division were relieved by V
Corps as 90th Ren Tr which was blocking the Czech - Gerwan border
on the Czech side was relisved, together with securiiy elewments of
357th and 359th Infs. They closed in thelr new areas the following
day.

* % * * * ¥,

How it was over. 4&nd the record of the 90th Inf Div was a kalpiede~-
scope of brilliant achievements: The Division had fought through
every kind of weather «- choking dust; chilling rein, knee~deep mud
pounding hail, waist-deep snow; over every kind of terrain ~- hedge~
row, plains, forests, rivers and hills.

It battered its way free frow the bloody hedze~rows of HORMANDY and

fought in hot pursuit over the plains of Northern France. It sprang

the trap which shattered the CGerman VII Army at CHAMBOIS in the

FALAISE GAP. Then it rsced on to the MOSELLE River; probed the METZ

Forts; left them and plunged across the rain-swollen MOSELLE; over-

ran the MAGINOT Forts including wighty KOENIGSMACHER; joined hands

with the 5th Inf Div to encircle METZ; then charged o and assaulted

the flooded SAAR River at DILLIVGEN. Pulled out of hers to help

counter Von Runstedt's staf at the ARDENNES, the Division lsunched ‘ .
a surprise sttack SE of BASTOGHZ which sheered off an enemy salient, -
then flogged the retreating enswy forces relentlessly es they tore

for cover behind the SIEGFRIZD Yest Wall., The Division took no rest

- 11 =
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and gave none as it cracked through the West Wall before halting
for a short bresther. Hardly stopped, it jumped back into asction
to run rampant to the RHINE. There Division turned SE and sssaulted
scross the MOSELLE a secsnd time to plummet on and capture MAINZ.~
It crossed the REINE ~> Behind the 5th Inf Div on a bridge -~ forced
@ GrOSSing sf the I%IN 1n asaault bvats = anq’survc& on through
tein f in two by being the
Divis then swept down
, ”if,'capﬁured tne German llt% ?aﬂEGT'DLVLSan, unt il
the War s end found the 90th dcross the Sudetenland inside BOHEMIA
' 11 Lanﬁhs the Divnslsn had made an assault’ landlng,
‘major campaigns. It had 518 deys in scbion broken by
so~called "rest" periods which.were devoted to train~
T with;”ts normel sttechments -~ 712th Tk 2n, 537th,
first the 607th TD Bn anﬂ later the 775rd ID Bn ~~ it
1e.7'e best and Gormeny's worst. The record showed the
7 prisvners ceptured; §”“.ﬁanks, ;QQQSP guas and
«2“ alrpla es,cap@ured or destroysd “

o

Vietory was costly. The record sqswed \boo, the prlce pamd.

3,424 B gnd 247 O deed and 16,663 B and 831 D casualties.
But these sacrificcs were not in vain. For on V-E Day 1045
the 90th Infantry Division like the Allied Forces could say:
"Mission Adccomplished®,

BARNEST

?{1 f COLDG
300TH
G-3
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