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PREFACE

Thisisthe story of onesmall unitinthe 90th Infantry Division —atiny cog in the mighty war
machinethat wasGeneral GeorgeS. Patton, Jr.”’ sThird United StatesArmy. TheThird Army crushed
and battered itsway through Normandy, the Battle of Northern France, the Ardennes, the Rhineland
and Central Europe, itsinvincibletankstheunconquerablespearhead of thesurgingalieddrive. Inthis
magnificent push to final victory, the 90th Infantry Division was agallant, glorious part.

Aninfantry division is no stronger than the strength of its doughboys. They did not come
stronger inbody, stouter inheart, moreval orousinspirit thanthe* Tough‘ Ombres’ of theFighting 90th.

Thisisthe story of the 790th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company —whose job it was to
keep the Division constantly supplied with ammunition and armament, whosejob it wasto keep its
automotiveequipment running, itssmall armsfiring, itsheavy artillery roaring and blasting. Itsjob was
threefold; Supply-Recovery-Maintenance. It diditsjob, and did itsjob well —often under impossible
working conditionswith typical Americaninitiativeandingenuity.

We are Proud — Proud to have been a part of the mighty Third Army; Proud to have belonged
to the gallant 90th Infantry Division; Proud of the small role we played in the crushing defeat of the
German Army.

EUGENE W. CONNOR
Capt. Ord. Dept.
Commanding



IN MEMORIAM

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
ROBERT L. HEDGEPETH
34456632

Killed in Action,
14 December 1944
Bouzonville, France
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INTRODUCTION

In January and February of 1943, agreat battlewaswaged on the plainsand in the swamps of
theBayou country. It wasthe* Battleof Louisiana” withthe90th M otorized Division pitted against the
T7thinfantry Division. A rugged, intensive, training maneuver, it emphasi zed with unforgettabl eforcethe
final purposeof all combat training: “ The Battle s The Pay-Off”!

Two months|ater, in Camp Berkeley, Texas, the unit was demotorized and redesignated the
90th Infantry Division —acombat team which wasto create anamefor battlefield courage second to
none on the battle grounds of Europe.

Asapart of the90th M otorized Division, the209th Ordnance M edium Mai ntenance Company
took part inthe Louisianamaneuvers. With the re-designation of the Division, thiscompany becamethe
790th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company.

In September, the Division, and the company, departed for the California-ArizonaManeuver
Area. Here the well-named “ Camp Granite” was set up (better remembered by the men as‘ The
Rock’). Thiswasabarren plateau established fifty milesfrom nowhere, or 225 milessoutheast of Los
Angeles. Three months of intensive training and strenuous maneuvers followed. Then, back to
civilization.

Fort Dix, New Jersey!

Civilization. Ice cream. Chicken. Passesto New Y ork. Passes to Trenton, Furloughs home.
Pretty girls. Wine. And women. And song. And dancing . . . Oh, happy day!

Then, suddenly, playtimewasover.

The company was re-equipped, overage was dropped, weapons were zeroed in, A quick,
hectic week at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, for final processing. And — the boat!

The company boarded Ship on 23 March 1944 at Staten | sland. That night the motorsturned,
the great liner throbbed with power —and moved slowly out to sea. The next morning it turned back.
Enginetrouble. Six days, six long, impatient daysthe men stayed aboard, anchored solidly tothe23rd
Street Pier, whilemechanicsand craftsmen |abored below.

On the 29th, the motorshummed once again. Thedocks crept away from the ship. Thewaters
were gtill and smooth. The convoy was large. And without further mishap or adventure, almost
disappointing initstranquility and peace, thetroopship touchedforeign soil — Liverpool, England — on
10 April 1944. The 790th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company wasoversess.



AnEnglishlocomotivewithitsprocessionof midget carswaswaiting. Thecompany climbedin
and minutes later wasjerking and bouncing through the impenetrable fog and blackness. At Bridge
Northatransfer wasmadetotrucks. Another short tripfollowedto ColonHall, approximately 7 miles
fromKidderminster, thecompany’ spermanent stationwhilein England,

Invasion wasin the air.

It was in the tenseness of the atmosphere, the hustle and incessant activity. When? Where?
How? No one knew’. But it was there — the knowledge of it stirring you every minute of the day — the
thought of it keeping you awakefar into the night. And the company worked for it, prepared for it.

Thesupply platoonwasin constant contact withthedepot, picking up supplies, breakingthem
down, issuingthemtotheunits. A tremendousamount of automotivetransport equipment wasbroken
down and issued,

The maintenance section, though hastily set up, was on the job night and day. Over 210 jobs of
automotiveequipment werehandled. M orethan 100 variousgun mountsfor vehicleswereinstalled.

It was — Preparation for Invasion.

The automotive section built 48 litter racksfor the medical battalion. The sight of this newly
constructed framework installed on thejeepshad asobering effect.

Modificationwork went onrapidly. Vehiclesand artillery werewaterproofed for theshort but
dangerous water hop across the Channel. Therewas practiceinloading and landing trucks, drill and
moredrill until every man knew his precise placeand hisspecificjob.

Then — a word —awhisper, Thiswasit. Thetrucks came. Equipment wasloaded oninrecord
time. Men piledin, silent, anxious, expectant. At Cardiff, Wales, aquick transfer of personnel and
equipment to the Liberty ship was effected.

Thedatewas4 June 1944. Shipsor every size and shapeand description filled thewaters. As
far asthe eye could see, lost on the distant horizon were ships. They were close and crowded together
stretching on and on —an awesome, inspiring spectacle of immense power. And thiswasonly asmall
part, only afraction, of what wasthe greatest Armadaever assembledinthehistory of theworld.

The Invasion wasjust two days off ...



NORMANDY

Onthenight of 5 June 1944, shadowy figuresdropped out of the black skiesover Normandy.
Planesroared in the midnight heavens, and from their interiorsthe paratroopers poured, counted ten,
and opened silken parachutes. Theskieswerealivewiththem, camouflaged umbrellasof foliage-green
carrying men, and red parachutesriding ammunition to earth. The skiesrained down equipment, and
splashed vital medical suppliesto the ground. And coasting silently downward camethegliders, more
American Air-borneinfantrymen, rushing like doominto the battle.

Thiswasthebeginning, thespearhead, the courageousvanguard of thetremendousAllied fury
which wasin another day to be unleashed on the sandy beaches of Normandy, France.

The 6th of Junewas officially D-Day. Thenthe Alliesstruck withirresistible might. Thestory of
thisunparalleledinvasion, unequal edinthehistory of theworldin scopeorinpower, hasal ready been
told many times. It iswritten indelibly in the glorious annals of our American history. It need not be
repeated here.

Weareconcerned primarily withthe 790th Ordnance Company. While Americalaunchedits
attack, the Liberty ship bearing the company hugged the shores of England, keeping its place in the
mighty Armada, holdingitspositioninthegreat planof attack. Slowly it movedforward, atiny cogina
vast machinery of shipping. The world was made up of ships. Nothing else. Even the sparkle of the
water was lost. Only ships — and equipment — and men — and the mean-1ooking muzzles of thelong
range artillery.

Onthemorning of the8th, two Ordnance shipsmovedinto previously ordered positionssome
distance off the shores of Utah Beach. All morning they waited, the two ships, one containing the
vehiclesand itspersonnel, theother the Ordnance personnel not assignedtotrucks.

Early intheafternoonthefirst signal came. Oneof the shipsmoved up towardstheshore. While
hell was breaking loose, Ordnance men poured out and began wading ashore. The artillery fire was
heavy and intense but the men pushed ahead, packson their backs, their weaponsheld high over their
heads. Without asingle casualty they reached the banks of Utah Beach.

It was almost midnight beforethe second shipmovedinascloseasit could safely get to shore.
The world was now in chaos. It rocked with fire and was covered with the black, smoky pall of
imminent death.

The heavens were lighted by flares which went on and off like giant fireflies. The crash and
thunder of heavy artillery shells pounded on without respite. The great ship rolled astheir big guns
spewedforthdeath and destructionintotheblacknessof theshores. Theansweringvolleysfromthehills



screamed the Heinie challenge of death. The reddish-orange flame and fire of theincessant gunnery
burned the night with aweird glow.

Death was everywhere.

Onthe LST’ sthe Ordnance trucks were ready. Their motors were turning, ready to go. The
muffled hum of theimpatient jeepscoul d beheard asdriverscrept into position behind thewheelsand
stepped on starters. In other landing craft, men with equipment piled high on their backs waited
patiently, saying little, only their tight lipsbetraying their feelings.

Then the moment came....

Thelanding craft charged forward. Shellsdropped perilously close sending great geysers of
water highintotheair. Not for amoment did thelanding bargesslow down. Only whentheir bottoms
scraped dirt and the engine would pull no farther did they stop.

The bow doors swept open. The ramps dropped like giant palms smacking the waters. And
the boats disgorged equipment, trucks, jeepsand men.

Thewaterproofed vehiclesplowed into thewater and moved forward. Only an occasional one
stuck in the soft sand. The others pulled around. There was no time to lose now. L ater these stalled
vehicleswould be towed out. Now it wasforward — forward — forward.

Andeverywherethewater wasfilled with I nfantrymen wading wai st deep, their weapons high
over their heads. Andtheflareslighted thewatersand singled them out likeduckson apond. Thewhine
of small armspiercedtheintermittent roarsof theheavy artillery. Theoccas onal scream of awounded
man added, asif it was necessary, to the stark reality of the scene. Thiswasno Hollywood landing. This
was no longer maneuvers. This, damnit, wasthereal thing!

Then the first Ordnance trucks hit the beach. Ashore, at first glance, all was impossible
confusion. The entire area was littered with the weapons and material of war. Every inch of space
seemed to he occupied with pilesof vital equipment. Y et, almost miracul ously, spacewasfound and
trucksroared intoit. And behind them camethe jeeps.

The Division had landed. Itscasualtieshad not been asheavy asanticipated. Long months of
training had pai d of f with smooth operation and superb efficiency. Theassault and thelanding had been
acomplete success.

Thelanding of the 790th Ordnance Company had been accomplished without the loss of life,
without, in fact, sustaining asingleinjury.



The Ordnancetrucksformedinto convoy, driverstook aquick glanceat previously prepared
maps, and moved out of the beachhead onto the inundated roads leading to itsfirst, camping area on
enemy-held ol

All theway fromthe beachhead to Ecoquincaville, themarching men, andthemenintherolling
trucks, were accompanied by the pounding of the heavy guns. The night was black with clouds. The
rains came down. The chill wasdeep in their marrow.

But when they reached the bivouac area, they took no time out for rest. Not with the sound of
thethunder still intheir ears. They dug. Behindtheprotection of thethick hedgerows, with spadesand
shovels and even with helmets, they dug themselvesin. Camouflage netswere quickly strung over the
trucks, blending theminwiththebackground and making theminvisibleto enemy airplaneobservation.
Thisroutinewasto becomean established habit upon each movement, inthemany monthsto follow.

At 2330, the company wasinitiated. Heinie planes appeared overhead. Men plummeted into
foxholes, hugging theearth, The planesmade one quick circle. Thebombsdropped earthward. From
across the field an ack-ack battery opened fire and the planes disappeared in the black clouds. The
enemy bombstoregreat gashesintheland, but the company suffered no casualties.

Finally, weary and exhausted, the man dropped of f to sleep. But whenever youwokeup - and
you wakened frequently ... clearly audibleinthe heavy silencewasthe soft, scratchy sound of someone
digging, widening afoxhole, dredging it deeper, ever deeper.

Thenext day wasoccupiedinorganizing and orientation. Minor repairsweremadeonvehicles
which had suffered some damagein the night landing. Equipment was set up for work. Then separated
only by yardswereinnumerabl e other combat units, infantry companies, ack-ack outfits, quartermaster
and signal corps.

On the 10th, work began with the arrival of the first major job ... the repair of a 105 mm
howitzer which had suffered amuzzle burst. Other jobsfollowed quickly. Inamatter of hours all
sections were swamped with work.

TheRumor of avessel sunk and aninfantry outfit without weaponswasquickly verified. The
2d Battalion of the 359th I nfantry Regiment had been forced to abandon itsweapons; acompany of the
315thengineers, too, had sufferedasimilar loss. Arrangementshad to bemadeimmediately toreequip
them. Thiswasquickly accomplished. By morning of the a11th, gliders drifted out of the sky and
cameto neat landings on the nearby fields.

They camefromsupply depotsinEngland. Withintheir capaciousbodies, they carried sufficient
Ordnance equipment tofill to T/O & E strength afull infantry regiment. Thismateria was promptly
absorbed by Ordnance, tested, and rei ssued to the 2d Battalion of the 359th I nfantry Regiment, and to
Company C of the 315 Engineers.



It wasonthisday, too, that Private William Simpson set himself on firewhile experimenting with
agasolinestove. Theflamesshot up, encircling himinamatter of seconds. Hisscream of pain brought
TechnicianFifth GradeBoerger onthedouble. Quickly hethrew theburningMantotheground, rolled
him about, meanwhile slapping at the flames with his bare hands. His prompt, intelligent action
undoubtedly saved Simpson's life. The soldier was evacuated to the hospital with severe burns.
Boerger later wastoreceivethe Silver Star medal for hisheroism. SteMereEglise[Pont-1' Abbe] was
captured onthe 13th. Thebitter battleshad taken aheavy toll on automatic weaponsand bazookasin
thedivision. Theneedfor thembecamecritical. Intothefront linesmovedthe Recovery Sectionunder
Lt. Hazbda.. They drove up in trucks, set up an Ordnance Collecting Point, and under heavy artillery
fireperformed animmenseamount of vital recovery work. When the shellsbegan striking perilously
closetothetrucks, the men switched to smaller targets, jeeps. But thework went on.

Timefor recovery, repair and reissue was cut to a matter of hours. Work in the Armament
Platoon was particularly heavy. The stock of spare parts and equipment wasrapidly depleted. The
company'sskilled mechanicsimprovisedingeniously. Theweaponscamein and though repair parts
werenot in stock, Y ankeeingenuity and invention sent them out againin aspace of short hourstothe
demanding infantry regiments ... issued again after being tested, and operating perfectly. Salvage
operations were now amajor function of the company.

The company moved to the vicinity of Fresville The next day, the 18th of June, the residue
group arrived from England with itsimportant company records and awindfall of spare parts. The
shortage was temporarily relieved. During this second week in France, the Automotive Section
accomplished 24 magj or jobsandinnumerableminor jobssuchasunit replacements. Battery recharging
and repair work formed a large part of the work of the Automotive Section. Approximately fifty
batteriesaweek werebeing repaired and rei ssued at thistime... much of therepair being accomplished
with captured enemy material.

CaptainLouisA. Larrey, popular commanding officer of thecompany, sustained seriousinjuries
inthe vicinity of Chef du Pont onthe 22nd of Junewhen hefell from atruck whileengaged in unloading
operations. Hewas evacuated to the hospital.

Inthissamevicinity, men of thecompany probing aswamp found apreciousstock of Ordnance
equipment. Apparently lost by paratroopers, the material was completely salvaged.

All sections now worked long into the night. Close on the advancing heels of the infantry.
Ordnancerolled on —maintaining ... recovering ... salvaging ... issuing ... Captured German material
poured into the shops in ever increasing piles. These were tested, experimented with, modified,
reissued. German mortarsparticul arly werereturned to theinfantry regimentsto spew forth deathon
their original makers.

Repair parts and replacement items were non-existent. The Automotive Section wasfregquently
facedwith seemingly impossiblerepair jobs. Americaningenuity andinitiativekept thevehiclesrolling.
Two outstanding heroes of “Keep * Em Rolling” were“Hot Patch Moe” and “ Cold Patch Murray” —
two persevering soulswho were known to patch an inner tube 67 times!



The 10th of July wasabanner day. A mobile shower unit was avail ableto the company. The
men took their first bath sinceleaving England!

Work grew steadily heavier. Thevolume of repair and reclamation work on recovered weapons
forced the expansion of the Small Arms section to 18 men.

Andthecompany movedforward, ever forward, keeping upwith theadvancingfront lineunits.
In the vicinity of Pont-1" Abbe some changes were effected in the officer personnel: 2d Lt John M.
McKillen Jr was assigned to the company as Small Arms Shop Officer; 1st Lt. Eugene W. Connor
assumed command of the company; 1st Lt. Robert L. Edenfield became the Supply Platoon
Commander; 2d Lt. Mathew L. Habzdawas placed on special duty in the Artillery Section.

Alwayswithinartillery rangeof theenemy, therewasno break inthework routine. I n spite of
constant movement thework went on. And nightly, almost at the stroke 2130, the“ washing-machine”
motors of the “Bed-Check Charlies” would be heard overhead, signaling the approach of the Jerry
planes. Men would divefor cover. Ack-ack would open up and bring an occasional plane crashingto
earth But the next night they would be back again.

In St. Jores, on the 24th of July, the company was quietly eating dinner when someoneheard a
sound. Hetook no chances, but dovefor ahole. Othersfollowed until the chow linewas deserted, the
areaempty. Spilled food waseverywhereasmenflew to safety. It wasaplaneoverhead, so high it was
barely visible. A half dozen men hugged each other inthegarbagepit, thenearest “foxhole.” Fromthe
chow truck, the three cooksleaped, one atop the other, to asearch for shelter. Thewhistle of asingle
bomb was heard —and it fell amile or so away on the outskirts of arailroad yard. It did no damage.
The plane disappeared. No one knew whether therail road yard wasthetarget, or whether the bomb
had just dlipped from the bomb racks. But there wasn’'t much dinner that day. Though you grow
accustomedto thethunder of distant bombing ... younever |oserespect for theindividual bomb.

Thisday saw theend of the Normandy CampaignasAllied forcespushed through Avranches.
Thefirst of five bitter campaignsin the crushing defeat of German was over. Next came ...

THEBATTLE OF NORTHERN FRANCE

Under the command of Lt. Connor, the company moved with the division to a new
concentrationareainthevicinity of Avranchesonthe2nd of August. Trafficwasheavy. Thegoing was
slow. Then, at 0100, enemy planes zoomed out of the sky. The slow-moving convoy had been sighted,
and wastheir target.



Asflares sprouted in the heavens, turning the night to daylight, men leaped from the halted
convoy, burying themselvesin the surrounding rain ditches, divinginto holesinthefields, seeking every
minute bit of cover and concealment. The white flares were succeeded by green ones marking the
target.

We werethetarget.

TheHeinie planesmadeawidecircle, started in on their bomb run. Strangely enough they came
cross-wisetotheconvoy, cutting throughit, instead of running along thelength of it. Thiswasatactical
error which saved the convoy tremendous damage.

While the bombs dropped, men crawled into their helmets, doubling up like so many snails
creepingintoshells. Thefieldsresembledabrilliantly lighted arena. Overhead theplaneswereenjoying
target practice. Seconds, minutesticked away —and seemed like so many years. The planes swept of f
into the distance, momentarily in the range of ack-ack fire, and were back again on another bomb run.

It lasted about fifteen minutes. Ordnance trucks miracul ously remained untouched. Directly
behind them werethe QM truckswhich received the brunt of the attack. Several of, their truckswere
damaged, and personnel suffered shrapnel wounds. Theflaresdied out, theroaring motorsdimmedin
the distance, and men climbed out of their helmets and back into trucks. The convoy proceeded as
though nothing had happened. It wasall in the day’ swork.

Thedayswhichfollowedwerefilled with movement | oading, unloading, setting up shop, digging
foxholes, camouflaging, packingupagain, moving ... moving ... moving. St. Osvin...LaMauccilicre...
Landivy ... StGermainleFouilloux ... Lava ... LeMans, Therewas
atwo day break at Le Mans. , . and then the company moved five limesin five days. It arrived at
Chailloueonthe 15th of August whereit remainedinclosesupport of thedivisionduring theclosing of
thefamous*‘Falaise Gap”.

Here the90th Divisionmadehistory. WequotefromtheDivision Historianwho described, in
terse, concisesentencestheoverwhel ming might of theDivision: * Thegreat Falai sepocket, sewed up
on the south and east by the capture of Le Mans and the subsequent swing north, was closed only by
fire. No firm line of troops sealed the mouth of the trap in northwest France. Until the Shooting was
over, thereremained an escapegap throughthevalley wherethelittlevillageof Chamboisislocated. So
much fire was poured into the bottleneck that alarge part of the proud German Seventh Army was
annihilated inits struggle to withdraw.

“The90th Divisiontook 12,335 prisonersandkilled an estimated 8000 from August 16to 22.
In addition, 30 German tanks, 248 self-propelled guns, 164 artillery pieces 3270 motor vehicles, 649
horse-drawn vehiclesand 13 motorcyclesweredestroyed.”



“During Aug 20, the 90th sat on a“Balcony of Death” extending from Bon Menil through
Chambois, pouring death into the Germans running the murderous gauntlet The frantic enemy was
initiated by the guns of the 358th at Ste-Eugenie-Bon Menil, pummeled by the 359th at Chambois,
mauled by the 3rd Bn of the 358th northeast of thetown.”

“If theinfantry is Queen of Battle, then artillery isKing. And Chambois, which afforded perfect
observation wasadishfit for any king. Our artillery chewed up and swallowed the three-milevalley.
Frequently, duringtheafternoon of Aug 20, fireceasedto permitwholesal esurrender of Germans.”

And men of Ordnance were spectators at this tremendous feat, their duties taking them
frequently to hill-topsin the vicinity. Here they could pick out distant points of concentrated enemy
installationsinthevalley below. Minuteslater they would seeour artillery zero in and destroy them,
camly, methodically, point after point likeanexpert riflemanknocking off targetsinashooting gallery.

The company remained in the vicinity of Chailloue for eleven days during which arefitting
inspection of all artillery piecesintheinfantry regiments, plusapercentage of small armsand automotive
was made and all necessary maintenance, repairs and evacuation were accomplished prior to the
Division’smoveto anew sector.

On the 26th of August, the company moved with the Division to thevicinity of Recloses, a
distance of 157 miles. No unusual occurrences took place during the trip. The following day the
company crossed the SeineRiver and movedtothevicinity of Nargis. Thegreater part of the 28th, 29th
and 30th of August was spent on the road moving with the Division from Nargisto Le Venzieto
Fontenelleen Brieand finally to Chenay.

Chenay, about two milesnorthwest of Rheims, offered anexcellent view of thegreat cathedral
from the high ground inside the company bivouac area. The areawhich had apparently been used asa
headquarters by L uftwaffe personnel took in three palatial homes. The C.P. was set up in one of the
housesand about half thecompany billeted themsel vesthroughout thevariousrooms. Directly across
theroad fromthe C.P. wasanother Frenchresidencewithfacilitiesfor bath and shower. TheMayor of
Chenay opened the house, and the entire company
enjoyed the luxury of ahot shower or bath —its second since landing in France.

Here the people were exceedingly friendly and many invitationsto dinner and church were
extended the company. All men that could be spared were allowed to accept theinvitations. This, an
unusually heavy mail call and church servicesby Chaplain Clemenshel pedimmensely toboost morale.
Payday and an opportunity to send X mas giftsto friends and relatives through the Army Exchange
Service added to the general gaiety of thishappy section.

Movement wasslowed to practically astandstill because of lack of gasoline. But onthe 5th of
September the vital fluid wasflown in to anearby airport. Once again the 90th Division was on the
move, advancing afull one hundred miles, passing through Verdun and the Argonne Forest, to the
vicinity of Etain.



On the night of the 8th, the company wasready toroll again. At the last moment, word was
receivedto hold upthemovement until morning. That night the Divisionrecel ved aheavy counterattack
inthevicinity of the areato which the company wasto have moved. Ordnance men heaved asigh of
relief and weregrateful for an“ontheball” Military intelligence, The attack wasrepulsed and onthe
10th, the company rolled onto Lixieres.

Two dayslater, with the company now in Fontoy, Colonel Grubbswasrelieved from duty as
Division Ordnance Officer and Major JamesF. Sinclair assumed the position.

September 14th —and campaign number two was ended. The Battle of Northern Francewas
won.

What, precisely, wastherol e of the 790th OrdnanceLight Maintenance Company inthismarch
to victory? Stati sticsmakedifficult reading, but they arenecessary to properly evaluatetheworth of a
unit. Inthesix mouth period, from 10 March 1944 to 10 September 1944, thefiguresspeak thugly:

Onemonth prior to the 90th Division’ sdebarkation in the United Kingdom, an advance group
of three officer and three enlisted men drew the greater percentage of all Ordnance material for the
Division. UpontheCompany’ sarrival intheUnited Kingdom, they continued with utmost efficiency and
speed until the Divisionwasfully equipped and prepared for invasion landingsonthe hostile shores of
France. Duringtheperiod 10 April to 1 June 1944, the Company’ smai ntenancework consisted of the
highest priority jobsasfollows:

a Installed all typesof A.A. gun mounts on vehicles.

b. Installed armor platein combat vehicles.

C. Constructed andinstalled litter racksfor all Medical 1/4tonand 3/4tonvehicles.

d. Accomplished modificationson Artillery weapons.

Dueto the expeditious and efficient manner in which the company supplied the Division with all
Ordnance Material, the 90th Infantry Division landed on the shore of France completely equipped to
engage the enemy in combat. The period 8 June to 10 September 1944 was devoted to combat
operations with the 90th I nfantry Divisionduringwhichtimethefollowingjobswereaccomplished:

a. Automotive 1142
b. Artillery 178
c. Smal Arms 402
d. Instrument 708
e. Direct Exchanges
Mortars 112
Artillery 14

Small Arms 856
I nstrument 87



Artillery contact parties were constantly available for on-the-spot repairsin gun positions.
Armament and Automotiverepair teamsworkedin Battalion positionswhenever thesituation permitted.
The Recovery Section maintained road clearance and recovered much Ordnance material. The
followingisanexampleof Battlefield Recovery, inwhichthedivisional unitsassisted, for theperiod 10

July to 10 August 1944
Binoculars 30
Bayonet, M| 355
Carbine, cal. 30, Ml 170
Rifle, cal. .30, Ml 750
Launcher, rocket, AT, 2.36 95
Rifle, auto Brng, M1918A2 45
Gun, mach., cal. .30, M1917A1 35
Gun, mach., cal. .30, MI919A4 28
Mortar, 60 mm 13
Mortar, 81 mm 17
Gun, mach., cal. .50, M2 3

Duringthissameperiodthe790th OrdnanceL ight M aintenance Company improvised waysand
methodsto modify enemy equipment such asmortarsandtiresand tubeswhichinturn helped to relieve
thecritical shortageof theseitemsand a so augmented thefirepower of thedivision.

RHINELAND AND ARDENNES

The company was in Briey, on 15 September, when the Rhineland Campaign started.
Bivouaced in averitable quagmire, themenworked in mud up to their ankles, slept in pup tentserected
over thesiimy ooze, ateintheopenwhiletherain poured downincessantly. Mud. And mud. And more
mud. Still therainscame. Themud grew muddier. Deeper. Stickier. Dirtier. Trucks mired to their hub
caps, often struck hidden obstaclesin the black goo and hung up on inundated stumps. Men tugged,
pulled, pushed, hauled, heaved, and kept thetrucksrolling. They toiled in mud up to their knees. But
maintenance and repair wasamust which could not beignored or stopped for asingleminute. Thedrive
of theDivisiondepended onvehiclesrunningandartillery firing. Ordnancekept them suppliedin spiteof
hell, high water and mud.

A captured German blowtorch which Cpl. George Nease was operating blew up in hisface.
Theflaming gasoline sprayed him, setting hisclothesonfire, and burned furiously about the hel pless
soldier. He screamed in agony. Sgt Monken dropped hiswork at anearby bench and rushed to him,
throwing himquickly totheground, rolling him over and over, extinguishing thefire. But Cpl. Nease' s



burnswere so severehewasevacuated to the Statesand givenaMedical Discharge. To Sgt Monken's
prompt action he owed hislife.

On the 23rd of September, the company marked up ahalf year of overseas service. Therewas
no timeto celebrate. The work, hampered by the rains and the mud, was pilling up. Ordnance men
worked far into the night in adesperate effort to keep *emrolling.

The company was forced to move to anew bivouac area on the 20th. The mud had become
impassabl e, and any work accomplishmentimpossible. Into Giraumont Ordnancerol | ed and bivouaced
in an iron mine being operated by the French.

Here hot showers were available and part of the company was able to sleep indoors. The
friendly French mine workers acted as guides to the interior, taking many of the men deep into the
bowels of the twin-shaft mineto inspect the 1atest in mining equipment.

It wasinthevicinity of Briey that the company suffered itsfirst battle casualties. A truck carrying
theautomotiveinspectionteamwasenroutetothe2nd Battalion, 358th I nfantry, withahalf dozen men.
Theroadwasclear of debrisandwithout traffic. Theafternoonwasunusually still. Suddenly, above the
noiseof the pulling motor the dreaded sound of the swishing whistlewasheard. Therewasnotimeto
dodge or to seek safety. The German 100 mm shell scored adirect hit. Thefront end of thetruck was
demolished. Shrapnel and splintersof glass sprayed everywhere.

Miraculously thetwo meninthefront seat remained unscathed! Intherear of thetruck, shaken
up and startled, Ordnance men took stock of themselves. Tec 3 Parr and Tec 4 L outsenhiser had very
dight facial scratchesfrom the shrapnel. Beyond that — nothing! It was acompletely freak accident,
scoring adirect on-the-nose bull’ s-eye on asingle truck roaring alone over adeserted highway!

Itwasfor resultsaccomplished during thisperiod that Brigadier General Ernest A. Bixby sent
thefoll owing commendation to the company somemonths|ater:

HEADQUARTERS
90TH DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO90,U.S A.
7 March 1945
SUBJECT: Commendation.
TO:  Commanding Officer, 790th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company, APO 90, U.S. Army.
(Thru Channels).

Duringtheperiod September and October 1944 whenthe90th Divisionwasin position before
fortress Metz there was a chronic shortage of artillery ammunition. In order to give proper artillery
support to thedivision, initsvarious effortswe called upon your organization to securefor us captured



weaponsand ammunition. Theresultsof theeffort and risk of themen officersof your organizationare
clearly written among the outstanding successes of thedivision.

The officers and men of your artillery section searched over many milesof Francelocating
weaponsthat could beconditionedfor use. Theuntiring effortsand outstanding technical ability quickly
madeavailablea most an entirebattalion of captured material and wearecognizant of therisksinvolved
intheir testing of these weapons.

Thework of your ammunition sectioninlocating and haulingammunition; of experimentingand
testing, madeavailableto ussome 50,000 roundswhichwerefired fromthecaptured material.

The often unheralded efforts of such energetic and capable officers and men extending their
effortsfar beyondthecall of ordinary duty isthefoundation of the successof our division.

S Ernest A. Bixby, Brigadier General U.S. Army, Commanding.

As the weather grew colder, the going got rougher, theinfantry tougher and Ordnance stayed
right onitsheels. Theentire Company Personnel Sectionwasmovedtodivisionrear tofunctionasa
part of Headquarters Special Troopsthe* entire Company Personnel Section” consisted of Sgt. Powell,
five boxes of records and aportabletypewriter.

The company moved on, crossing the M oselle River the morning of the 18th of November.
Shop was set up in an abandoned jerri-can factory on the outskirtsof Thionville. Thisareahad excellent
shop spacewith suchrareconveniencesascement floors, lightsand shelter fromtheweather.

The Recovery Section was assigned the task of cleaning up the heavily mined areas in the
division sector East of the Moselle. A collecting point was established at Basse Y utz and alarge
guantity of enemy equipment wasassembledthere. Thisincluded about adozen enemy cannon, some
of them heavy self-propelled weapons, alarge number of half tracks, light vehiclesand aquantity of
small arms. A truckload of serviceable American ammunition and two truckloads of German
ammunition wasrecovered and returned to the ASPfor reissue. Much of thiswork wasdonein such
heavily mined areasthat alargegroup of vehiclesand cannonweredemolished beyondall repair rather
than risk removing them to the collecting point.

The company bivouacked in Bouzonville onthe night of December 14th. Theareawasunder
intermittent artillery fire. Heavy shellsfromthe Heiniegunsinthedistant hillslanded near thecamping
site and everywhereinthevillage. It wasabout 2200 hourswhentheshelling grew moreintense. Great
380 mm shellswei ghing approximately 1600 poundsbegan dropping infromsix to seven minutesapart.

All personnel repaired to theair raid shelter in the building which the company occupied. This
was formerly a German school building and was now being shared with a platoon of the 30th Field
Hospital whichhad movedinonthe 13th of December. Throughout thenight enemy shelling continued
sporadicaly.



At 0230 hours the world blew apart. A direct hit on the rear of the building shattered and
crumbledit. All wasconfusion. Everythingwasrubbleand bitsof plaster and rust and smokeandcries
for help. Pfc. Hedgepeth was killed outright. He was the first battle death in the company’s ETO
experiences. Thank God hewasaso thelast!

Whilethe shelling continued, men working under the frantic leadership of 1st Sgt Jack Cook
dug T/Sgt Dalton out from under four feet of debris. He suffered only slight injuries. Severa of the
company officersweretrapped onthefirst floor and hadtobedugout. Lt. Edenfield al so sufferedlight
injuries. Therest of thenight was* sweated out’” without any further hitsbeing registered but thecrash
and roar and thunderous burst of the heavy shellsdid not cease.

Then it was Christmas. Christmas. Peace on earth Good will to all men. It was a strange
Christmashere, inaforeign land, surrounded on every side by bitter hatred and death. Y et under the
inspired efforts of Chaplain Clemens and a beautifully decorated Xmas tree by Lt. Howard an
impressive service was held. Turkey dinner highlighted the holidays. | ce cream was an extra added
attraction. For abrief moment weary menforgot their work, forgot hate, forgot killing, and relaxed in
holiday enjoyment.

Theholidayswereover. Thewar cameback in sharprelief. Winter waswith them now withits
bitter winds, itsice arid howling snow storms. Because of theweather, thework of the Recovery and
Automotive Sectionswas heavier than usud.

In January, two officer promotions came through for the company; Major Sinclair was
appointed L t. Colonel and Lieutenant Howard wasappointed alst Lieutenant.

It wasat thistimethat the company madeanight trek its personnel will never forget. It wasn't a
long trip. Forty-two miles. Only forty-two miles —from Elzange, Franceto Beckerich, Luxembourg.
Only forty-two miles—and it required ten hoursto completeit!

The, moveto Beckerich wasmade under themost difficult conditions. Blackout driving onicy
roads. A blinding snowstorm whipped down on the black almost invisible road. The convoy inched
along. Windshieldswere quickly coated with ice and snow, and had to he cleaned off constantly by
hand. Trucks went into constant skids, often sliding fromtheroaditself. The strain wasterrific, and
drivershadto switch every coupleof hourstorelievethefatigueand strainwhich setin. Inch by inch,
yard by yard, skidding, dlipping, sliding, mile after mile, hour after hour, through black of night and
through biting cold, the convoy crept forward to Beckerich,

Anexceptiona amount of recovery and evacuationwork wasaccomplished after movinginto
Luxembourg and Belgium asthiswastheterritory over-run by the Germansin their breakthrough, and a
tremendous amount of Ordnance equipment had been abandoned. All sections worked long hours
under theadverse conditionscaused by |ack of ashop sheltered fromthesnow and cold. Intheareasin
this section most of the buildings had been destroyed by thefiercefighting that had taken place here.



In February the snowsbegan to melt. The heavy traffic moving constantly along softened the
ground and the snowsturned to water and the clay-earth turned to asticky quagmire. Sotorn up did the
roads become that Supply section trucks were forced to make runs of 160 miles round trip to the
OrdnanceDepots. TheEngineerswereworking continuously ontheroadstoalleviatethecondition.

S/Sgt Clipp, Wrecker Crew Chief, was discharged from the Army to accept a direct
commission as 2nd Lt. in recognition of his outstanding efficiency and devotion to duty. He was
reassigned to the company to head the Recovery Section.

InMarch, thecompany crossed theborder into Germany, bivouackingfirstinHollnich. From
thenonitwasoneseriesof moves... to Giesdorf onthe 7th, Birresborn onthe 9th, Mullenbach onthe
10th, Allenzonthe 13, Lingerhamonthe 18th, Seibersbachonthe20th ... Sprendlinger onthe21st ...

The 21st of March ended the Rhineland Campaign. Inthisperiod, too, wasthe brief Ardennes
Campaign lasting from the 16th of December to the 25th of January. The 790th Ordnance Light
Maintenance Company received official recognitionfor itspartinboth campaigns. Andinlessthana
week, the company wasto crossthefamousRhineRiver...

CENTRAL EUROPE

The crossing of the great Rhine River came on the 26th of March. Asthetruck droveslowly
over the swaying pontoon bridgesthe famouswatersflowed deep and strong beneath them on al sides.
AcrosstheRhinewerevisi blethecrumbled buildingswhich unerring Americanartillery had crushed.
Theoncesturdy bridgeswhich had crossed the Rhinebankswere now amassof twisted, broken steel.
This crossing, routinethough it was, marked atremendous milestoneinthe Allied advance. Thegreat,
unconquerable, famousRhine! ... hadbeencrossed! Andbeyonditlay only thealready faltering heart
of the Fatherland!

The Army rolled on ... Sprendlinger ... Partenheim ... Weliterstad ... Herbstein ...
Huesenstamm ... Wachenbuchen ... Sorga... Vacha... Viernau ... Stutzerbach ... Grafenthal ...
Ebersdorf ... Blankenberg ... Schwarzenbach ... Marktredwitz ... Windischenbach ...
Oberviechtach ... Cham.

The Allied armieswere no longer marching on; they were steam rolling over the opposition.
They werecrushing everything beforethemwithanirresistibleforce. Nodelays, nostopgaps. Thiswas



amarchtoBerlin, theracebetween Americaand Russia... afriendly rivalry of fiercecompetitionwith
the laps on the course marked of f by the Heiniecitiesand villagesrazed to theground.

Only afew thevillagesremained unscarred by the havoc of battle. Andfrom every housein
thesevillagesgreat flagsstreamed intheMarchwind ... great whitefliesor surrender. As ordnance
rolled on, groupsof German sol dierswoul d frequently march out of theoutlying woodsandfields, hand
upraised, anxiousto givethemselvesup. Theinfantry had bypassed him, or had had notimeto bother
with them. Ordinance sent them back to the PW cages. The Heinies marched off, grinning, joking
together, happy to be safe and out of the fury of the flaming Holocaust which wastheir self created
Frankenstein.

All servicetrainstravel ed theroadswith armored escortsduring thefirst part of April. Fanatic
German SSDivisionsthat had been bypassed in the great forward wereraising havoc with al supply
trains. Fortunately the company suffered no casualties. Beforethe end of the month armored escorts
were no longer necessary.

Daily moreand more German sol dierswerefound wandering along theroad, confused, anxious
to give themselves up. A constant stream of them moved rearward, being evacuated to PW cages.
German civiliansthemselveswerehostilebut hel pless, and wereterrified that we might do to them what
their Armieshad doneto others. They couldn’t understand thelack of deliberate destruction, theway
Americansdidn’t commit brutalities or unnecessary butchery and murder; why their young women
weren't raped or made slave-1aborers. These American, they thought in bewilderment, are soft ... and
unbelievably mighty! They werebaffled by thiscontrast of gentlesoftnessandwarring fury whichcould
socompletely overwhelmedtheir own' ‘ unconquerable’” Wehrmacht.

And these soft, carefree Americanscrushedinexorably forward, onward, sweeping everything
beforethem likethe grim, reaping machinethey were. Rumorsbegan to grow in strength — the Germans
were giving up — the German Armies were collapsing —thisDivision had surrendered here — that
Division had surrendered there —.

Onward. Onward. Berlin. Past the broken city. Forward, Breaking. Killing. Crushing.
Destroying. Overpowering. Thecollapse of the German might asnow evident. It wasonly amatter of
weeks ... amatter days, a matter of hours.

Andever onthemove, Ordnanceturned avolumemaintenance, i ssue, recovery and evacuation
work. Supply sections made long runsto the depots, but unlike afew short weeks before, the roads
werein good condition, The weather mild. Supplieswererushed to thefront line. In ever increasing
quantitiesand in ever decreasing timelimits.

On the 7th, the company moved to Zwiesel, and aday |ater to Markt Eisenstein. In doing so,
the company crossed the 1937 border line of Czechoslovakiaand Germany, the Sudetenland.

And the 9th of May was V-E Day!



Herewasno rousing hilarity, no riotous outburst, no drunken happiness. The cost of Victory
had been to great. Therewaswithin each man adeep sense of thankfulnessthat hehad lived through it,
andalasting inner satisfactioninhaving donehispart. TheWar in Europewasover.

Back into Germany moved thecompany, tothesmall city of Weiden Maierhof. A largerailroad
warehouse affording sufficient working spacefor the Automotive, Supply and Armament section to
operate under oneroof, wastaken over. Menwerebilleted, dongwiththe C.P.,inonelargebuilding.
Here, wasonce again thea most forgotten comfortsof civilization — hot, running water, shelter, cots
instead of hard ground.

While routine Ordnance work was still accomplished daily, extra time was devoted to the
erection of a separate shower-building, to thebuilding of aball diamond, to the creation of a Chapel of
worship, to the construction of avolley ball court, to the stocking of aP-X.

Thewar wasover. Once again men could relax, could eat sitting down instead of on the run,
couldindulgein American sportinstead of brutal killing, couldworshipingratefulnessinstead of praying
for succor. And asthisis being written, theplansarebeing forged for additional entertainment, movies
and USO shows, for education, in European universities, inunit school sandin correspondencecourses.

Thejob of the 790th Ordinance Light Maintenance Company in Europeisdone. It was well
doneasitsmany citationsfor efficiency and devotionto duty so clearly testify. Someof itspersonnel will
soonreturnhometotheir families. Someof itspersonnel will return shortly tothe Statesfor permanent
assignment there. And some of it personnel, along with the many replacementswho havejoined the
organization, may goontothePacific Theater Therethey will carry alongwiththematraditionfor “ Job
Accomplished” and “Work Well Done’. The job in Europe HAS been done. The job in the Pacific
WILL BEDONE ...



ROSTER & COMMENDATIONS

Lt Col JamesF. Sinclair, Pa.
Lt Col Elmer V. Grubbs, S.C.
Major Nick B. Gola, Ohio
Capt. Eugene W. Connor, Ida.
Capt. Mathew L Hazbda, Pa.

Capt. LouisA. Latrrey, Jr., Tex.
1st Lt Robert W. Anderson, Mich.

1st Lt Robert L. Edenfield, Ga.
1st Lt James C. Howard Tex.
2d Lt Robert D. Clipp, Ind.

2d Lt John H. Mckillen, Jr., Cdlif.

CWO Elmer V. Fischer, IlI.

CharlesE. Ackley, N.Y.
Carmon F. Adams, Tex.
Stanley J. Adams, IlI.
Carl L. Allen, Ind.
Walter R. Anderson, N.D.
Jerry W. Atkelsson, Tex.
Robert B. Baker, N.C.
George R. Barnhart. Ark.
John A. Barylski. Mo.
HoraceC,. Barrett, N.C.
Fred W. Bassett, N.Y.

Andrew T. Baumgartner, Minn.

WillisK. Bedwell, Miss.
Clinton R, Bievenue, 111
Paul S. Blankenhorn, Pa.
Frederick. J. Boerger, Ohio
Mark H. Brown. N.Y.
RufusF.. Bryant. Ala.
Clarence N. Buckley, N.Y.
Early C. Bufus, N.C,
JohnW. Bullock, Ala.
AlvinR. Burdick, Wash.
George P. Butrica, N.J.

OFFICERS

ENLISTED MEN

ThomasA. Camarda, N.Y.
Leonard S. Carpenter, Mass.
William F. Carroll, N.C.
Anthony B. Charlebois, N.D.
JamesL. Champioc, Tenn.
Edgar R. Clark, S.C.

Jack Cook. Okla.

Marvin J. Coone, N.C.
Lionel L. Cormier, Mass.
Lester D. Dalton, Nebr.
John Dohransky, Pa.
George W. Dodge, Ill.
Burdette Donaldson, III.
DouglasW. Doud. Tex.
John J. Edstrom, N.Y.
Ernest E. Ellis, Tex.

Jack E. Elkins, Jr., Tex.
Hubert L, Ewing, IlI.
EugeneP. Fullen, Mich.
Sidney Felton, Mich.
William J. Fiedler, Pa.

Vito Fierravanti. Conn.
John A. Fitchctte, Minn.



Walter E. Flach, N.Y.
Raymond R. Floyd, Tex.
Walter Gadd, Ohio
OrvilleF. Fuller, Ohio
Serafino J. Gallo, N.Y.
Virgil E. Garner, Colo.
James Glendenning, N.Y.
Reuben Berg, Pa.

Cecil H. Grimmer, N.C.
Herad V. Guidi, Calif.
John S. Hanthorn, Nebr.
VartekesHarootonian, R.I.
Wayne R. Hatcher, Ohio
Joseph L. Heinemann, Tex.
Clarence W. Hensick, Mo.
Will Herman, Ohio
Raymond B.Hosmer, N.Y.
Israel M. Harold, Conn.
Henry F. Hinman, N.Y.
Earl A. Holbert, N.Y.
Joseph V. Homez, la.
ClarencelL. Horn, Wash.
Ledlie G. Hoyle, Lii.
Francis C. Joyce, Kans.
Theodore Julock, Ohio
Gordon J. Keith, Miss.
Donad W. Kepley, la.
Elbert F. Killebrew, II.
Zexl B. Klaproth, Calif.
John N. Koskovic, II.
Steve J. Kovar, Tex.
Robert C. Kraft, N.Y.
Walter F. Lamb, Mich.
John S. Landry, La.
Orlando J. Larcinese, Mich.
Albert E, Latham, N.Y.
Herbert L. LeMaster, Ohio
Ernest E. Leavitt, Calif.
Harry H. Lee, Calif.
Russell L esperance, Mich.

Russell Loutzenhiser, Jr., Ind.

Kenneth E. Luternow, Okla.
Benjamin MacTavish, N.D.

Frank W. Foss, Jr., Mo.
John S. Froese, Kans.

Guy Muletta, Jr., Calif.
Alexander Mate, Ohio
Chester W. Mattson, Minn.
WilliamL. May, N.Y.
James W. McRoy, Ohio
Russell W. Mervier, Mass.
LouisC. Merker, Ohio
Edwin F. Meyer, Ohio
Joseph L. Middleton, Okla.
Gerald J. Miller, la

Frank E. Mitchell, Jr., Va
Melvin R. Monken, Ill.
CharlesH. Montgomery, Tex.
Edwin R. Mowrer, Pa.
LouisMuzzio, Colo.

Ralph E. Murray, Me.
James S. Overholser, N.D.
Augustine P. Nowak, Pa.
GeorgelL. Nease, N.Y.
John R. Nemanich, IlI.
Walter G. Olsen, Ill.

Carl Parpapiano, Colo.
CharlesE. Parks, W.Va
Richard L. Parr, Wyo.
Ralph Patten, Mich.

Jack D. Patterson, N.C.
Fred T. Penry, N.C.
William S. Perovich, Calif.
John E. Phillips, W.Va.
Benjamin Poranian, Pa.
Robert V. Powell, N.Y.
William A. Prator, Colo.
James F. Privoznik, I11.
Frank. Ratdliff, Okla.
Claudie E. Redick, Mo.
Glen B. Richard, Wash.
DenisJ. Richardson, Mich.
Walter K. Richardson, Ind.
Francis G. Robonnson, Mass.
JamesW. Rose, Ohio
Michael J. Ruscetta, N.J.



William E. Russell, Ark. James|. Shovlin, Pa.
Harold E. Saum, Kans. William H. Simpson, S.C.
George H. Scheucher, Ohio John J. Siska, Ill.



HEADQUARTERS90THINFANTRY DIVISION
APO 90, U.S. Army.

GENERAL ORDERS
NO. 211 4 March 1945

AWARD OF MERITORIOUSSERVICE UNIT
PLAQUE |

AWARD OF MERITORIOUSSERVICE UNIT
STAR I

I-AWARD OF MERITORIOUS SERVICE UNIT PLAQUE - Under the provisions of War
Department Circular 345, dated 23 August 1944, aM eritorious Service Unit Plagueisawarded to:

790th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company, for superior performance of duty from 1 January to 10
March 1944. The 790th OrdnanceL ight M ai ntenance Company presentsan outstanding record of performance
duringthisperiod. Preparatory to entering the European Theater of Operations, thecompany exercised utmost
skill, diligenceand efficiency insupplying and maintaining all ordnancematerial withinthe90th Infantry Division.
Theexpeditiousmanner employed by the Company in supplying thedivisionwithweaponsandammunitionand
its excellent supervision over unit ammunition trainsaugmented the divisional training program. The 790th
OrdnanceLight Mai ntenance Company achieved and mai ntained an exceedingly high standard of disciplineas
evidenced by superior military courtesy and excellent appearance of personnel and installations. The Company’s
meritoriousservicewasinaccordancewith military tradition.

[l - AWARD OF MERITORIOUS SERVICE UNIT STAR- Under the provisions of War
Department Circular 345, dated 23 August 1944, in addition to the Meritorious Service Unit Plague previously
awarded, aMeritorious Service Unit Star isawarded to:

790th OrdnanceLight Maintenance company, for superior performance of duty from10Marchto 10
September 1944. Dueto the skillful and expeditious manner in which the 790th Ordnance Light Maintenance
Company supplied the 90th Infantry Division with all ordnance material and conducted inspections of such
equipment preparatory totheinvasion of France, thedivisionwasfully equipped andready for “D”-Day. The
Company facilitated the operationsof thedivisionin Franceby exercising exceptional skill and efficiency in
supplyingand maintaining all ordnancemateriel withinthedivision. Personnel of theunitexhibited at all timesthe
highest degree of military courtesy, appearance and enthusi astic execution of orders. 790th Ordnance Light
M aintenance Company’ sexemplary disciplinary record reflectsdistinct credit upon theunit and themilitary
service.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL EARNEST:

JAMESO0. BOSWELL
Lieutenant Colonel, GSC.
Chief of Staff
OFFICIAL:
SILESLIE V. DIX



Lieutenant Colonel, AGD, Adjutant General



HEADQUARTERS90THINFANTRY DIVISION
APO 90, U.S. Army
GENERAL ORDERS )
NO. 612 )
1 August 1945
AWARD OF SECOND MERITORIOUS SERVICE UNIT STAR

Under theprovisionsof War Department Circular 315: dated 23 August 1944, asamended, inaddition
totheMeritoriousServiceUnit Plaqueand Star previously awarded, asecond MeritoriousServiceUnit Staris
awarded to:

790th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company, 90th Infantry Division, for superior performanceof duly
frm 11 September 1944 to 10 March 1945. The 790th Ordnance Light Maintenance Company presents an
outstanding record of performance during thisperiod. Personnel of the unit accomplished all dutiesassigned
them in a superior manner, exhibiting at all times the highest degree of military courtesy, efficiency and
appearance. Theexpeditiousand efficient manner inwhichthe Company suppliedthe90th Infantry Divisionand
attached unitswith ordnancematerial throughout thisperiod contributedimmeasurably tothecombat efficiency
of the Division. 790th Ordnance Light M aintenance Company maintained an exemplary disciplinary record
throughout this period. Itsmeritorious servicewasin accordance with military tradition.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL EARNEST:

JAMESO0. BOSWELL
Lieutenant Colonel, GSC.
Chief of Staff
OFFICIAL:

S/LESLIE V. DIX

Lieutenant Colondl, AGD

Adjutant General.



ITINERARY

790TH ORDNANCELIGHT MAINTENANCE COMPANY

APO 90 USArmy

Thefollowingisasummarized scheduleof the 790th Ordnance Light M aintenance Company fromthe
day it landed in France on D plus 2 Day, 8 June 1944, up until present day, landed at Utah Beach at 1500.

Schedul e shows the bivouac areas, time spent at each areaand mileage between areas.

On-ship
Ecoqueneaville
Presville

Chef du Pont
Deuzeville-la-Badtille
Ponte-le-Abbe
St. Jores
Periers

St. Osvin
La-Mancelliere
Landivy

St. Germain Le-Foillioux
LeMans
Courgains
Ballon
Arcomnay
Chailloue
Recloses
Nangis

Cheney
LeVezie
Foncendlle
Etain

Fontoy
Giraumont
Lixieries
Pienes
Hettange Grande
Thionville
Veckring
Bouzonville
Veckring
Thionville

BIVOUAC AREA

June5- 8
June 8-16
June 16-22
June 22-July 5
July 5-8

July 8-21

July 21-28
July 28-Aug 3
Aug 3-4

Aug 4-6

Aug 6-8

Aug 8-9

Aug 9-11
Aug 11-12
Aug 12-13
Aug 13-15
Aug 15-26
Aug 26-27
Aug 27-28
Aug 28-29
Aug 29-30
Aug 30-Sept 6
Sept 6-10
Sept 10-12
Sept 12-14
Sept 26-Nov 3
Nov 3-9

Nov 9-18
Nov 18-Dec 5
Dec5-11
Dec11-14
Dec 14-21
Dec 21-23

DATE MILEAGE

7miles
9 miles
5miles
42 miles
5miles
42 miles
10 miles
43 miles
7miles
17 miles
34 miles
50 miles
17 miles
8 miles
10 miles
20 miles
157 miles
23 miles
38 miles
10 miles
39 miles
101 miles
11 miles
14 miles
6 miles
19 miles
24%2miles
5miles
13 miles
13 miles
13 miles
13 miles



Elzange

Beckerich, Luxembourg

Arsdorf

Warnack, Belgium
Wardin, Luxembourg

Hamiville

Lommersweller, Belgium
Hollnich, Germany

Giesdorf
Birresborn
Mullenbach
Allenz
Lingerbam
Seibersbach
Sprendlinger
Parteanheim
Weiterstadt
Herbstein
Huesenstamm
Wachenbuchen
Sorga

Vacha
Viernneu
Stutzerbach
Grafenthal
Ebersdorf
Blankenberg
Schwarzenbach
Marktredwitz
Windischenbach
Oberviechdach
Cham

Zwiesdl

Markt Eisenstein, Czechoslovakia
Wieden, Germany

Total Bivouac Areas

Total Mileage

Averagetimeper area
Average mileage per move

Dec 23-Jan 7
Jan 7-15

Jan 15-21
Jan 21-24
Jan 24-26
Jan 26-Feb 8
Feb 8-Mar 5
Mar 5-7
Mar 7-9
Mar 9-10
Mar 10-13
Mar 13-18
Mar 18-20
Mar 20-21
Mar 21-22
Mar 22-26
Mar 26-29
Mar 29-30
Mar 30-31
Mar 31-Apr 3
Apr 3-5

Apr 5-8

Apr 8-12
Apr 12-13
Apr 13-15
Apr 15-16
Apr 16-19
Apr 19-21
Apr 21-24
Apr 24-26
Apr 26-27
Apr 27-May 7
May 7-8
May 8-14
May 14-?

68
16302 miles

Approximately fivedays

24 miles

8 miles
42 miles
11 miles
10 miles
12 miles
12 miles
27 miles
9 miles
14 miles
12 miles
25 miles
21 miles
34 miles
18 miles
20 miles
6 miles
36 miles
20 miles
12 miles
49 miles
38 miles
17 miles
38 miles
22 miles
32 miles
23 miles
8 miles
28 miles
21 miles
22 miles
38 miles
26 miles
42 miles
12 miles
104 miles



